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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Melrose : 

The  board  of  selectmen  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the 
following  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1898: 


FINANCES. 


The  permanent  debt,  including 
funds,  is  . . . . 

The  funded  debt, 

And  consists  of 
Schoolhouse  loan  bonds,  . 
Sewer  loan  bonds. 

Town  hall  bonds 
Water  loan  bonds,  . , . 


trust 


$200,000  00 

350.000  00 
45,000  00 

257.000  00 


$72,662  50 
852,000  00 


$852,000  00 


For  the  details  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  town,  other 
than  these,  we  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the 
treasurer.  We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of 
the  collector,  which  shows  collections  on  account  of  the 
year  1898  amounting  to  $108,012.15,  divided  as  follows: 
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Real  estate  tax, 
Personal  estate  tax, 
Poll  tax, 

Interest, 


$96,542  76 


9,178  04 
3,102  00 
182  28 


Less  abatements, 


$109,005  08 
992  93 


$108,012  15 


Being  more  than  one-half  of  the  total  tax  levy.  It  is  a 
subject  for  congratulation  that  during  the  year  1898,  which 
has  been  considered  a year  of  financial  depression  and  of 
general  disturbance  of  business,  owing  to  the  Spanish- 
American  war  and  other  causes,  so  many  of  our  citizens 
have  been  able  to  meet  their  taxes  promptly.  There  have 
also  been  collected  in  addition  to  the  amount  previousl}^ 
named  $46,336.00  of  sewer  assessments.  The  financial 
prospect  of  the  town  for  the  coming  year  is  to  be  com- 
mended, and  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  for  any  very 
large  outlay.  Our  sewer  system  is  practically  completed. 
During  the  )^ear  the  town  has  provided  three  large  school- 
houses  and  a high  school  building.  There  will  be  no  extra- 
ordinary expenses  in  the  water  department,  and  it  is  only 
in  the  highway  department  that  much  moneys  could  be 
spent  with  great  advantage.  Sooner  or  later  a system  of 
surface  drainage  should  be  adopted,  and  the  proper  rebuild- 
ing of  our  streets  will  have  to  be  undertaken,  but  upon 
these  questions  we  deem  that  action  should  be  delayed  until 
we  become  a city  and  have  an  engineering  department, 
combined  with  scientific,  practical  road  builders,  who  will 
be  able  to  give  good  results  for  money  expended. 
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HIGHWAYS. 

We  are  perfectly  cognizant  of  the  needs  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  the  demands  of  our  citizens  in  the  matter  of  good 
streets.  Aware  of  the  many  criticisms,  both  just  and 
unjust,  of  this  department,  we  have  no  apology  to  offer 
for  the  condition  of  the  streets.  We  have  endeavored  by  a 
careful  study  of  the  different  sections  of  the  town  to  do 
such  permanent  work  that  would  serve  the  greatest  number, 
and  at  the  same  time  having  a constant  watch  over  the 
whole  town  to  make  such  repairs  as  were  necessary  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public,  and  by  referring  to  the 
report  in  detail  of  the  superintendent  of  streets  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  work  has  been  done  in  an  impartial  manner. 
It  would  be  idle  to  reiterate  what  has  been  written  so  many 
times  in  previous  reports,  of  the  many  disadvantages  the 
highwa}'  department  has  to  labor  under.  We  can  only  say 
if  honest,  active,  painstaking  work  on  the  part  of  your 
selectmen  and  superintendent  of  streets  has  not  given  entire 
satisfaction  to  the  general  public,  that  it  has  not  been  from 
any  desire  on  their  part  not  to  do  so.  We  would  especially 
call  your  attention  to  the  principal  work  on  the  streets  that 
has  been  done  during  the  year:  The  rebuilding  of  Green  and 
Franklin  streets  from  Main  and  Porter  streets  to  the  Boston 
& Maine  railroad  track,  the  grade  being  raised  and  the  road- 
way entirely  rebuilt,  the  electric  car  tracks  repaved  with 
granite  block  paving;  Emerson  street,  from  Myrtle  to  the 
Melrose  station  on  the  Boston  & Maine  railroad;  Maple 
street,  the  whole  length  filled  and  rebuilt;  Linwood  avenue; 
Tremont  street;  Upham,  from  Main  to  Lebanon;  Wyoming 
avenue,  from  Pleasant  to  Cottage. 

We  have  laid  a larger  number  of  granite  street  crossings 
this  year  than  have  been  laid  in  any  previous  year.  These 
crossings  are  of  great  convenience,  and,  in  many  cases,  of 
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public  necessity,  and  have  been  greatly  appreciated.  The 
small  amount  of  work  done  in  the  gutters  has  been  by  pav- 
ing. No  concrete  has  been  used.  The  stone  gutters  are 
permanent  and  satisfactory. 

We  have  had  during  the  year  a very  heavy  storm,  with  a 
large  downfall  of  water,  doing  great  damage  to  our  streets 
and  gutters.  Also  two  very  heavy  snow  storms,  and  to 
make  the  streets  passable  it  has  taxed  the  department  in 
labor  and  expense  to  a great  degree,  the  expenditure  for 
removing  the  snow  being  $4,415.30,  of  which  amount  the 
sum  of  $1,988.78  was  paid  by  the  street  railway  companies. 
We  would  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $20,000  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  ensuing  year. 

We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  excellent  re- 
port in  detail  of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  and  also 
heartily  commend  his  work  during  the  year.  He  has  been 
faithful  to  his  trust.  To  do  all  that  is  necessary,  and  all  that 
is  asked  for  is  impossible,  but  he  has  endeavored  to  do  good 
work  and  do  it  economically. 


DRAINS. 

A system  of  surface  drainage  as  elaborately  planned  as  is 
our  sewer  system  is  one  of  our  crying  needs.  To  the  lack 
of  good  surface  drainage  more  than  anything  else  is  the 
cause  of  our  streets  being  in  bad  condition.  Pipes  origi- 
nally laid  to  carry  off  a moderate  amount  of  water  have 
by  the  extension  of  new  streets  been  obliged  to  take  care  of 
more  than  they  were  able  to  do,  and  often  when  laid  there 
was  no  attempt  to  put  them  at  a grade  that  would  cause  a 
free  flow,  and  the  result  would  be  that  they  would  choke  up 
and  the  water  be  set  back.  On  opening  the  main  drain  on 
Winthrop  street  it  was  found  to  be  completely  filled  with 
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sand  and  clay  as  hard  as  cement,  leaving  but  the  small 
space  of  three  inches  at  the  top. 

We  have  done  but  one  piece  of  work  of  any  magnitude  in 
the  laying  of  drains — the  one  on  Sargent  street,  running 
from  Highland  avenue  to  the  brook,  south  of  Franklin 
street.  This  was  ordered  by  vote  of  the  town,  and  the  cost 
of  the  laying  of  the  drain  and  building  seven  large  catch 
basins  was  S592.45. 


JOINT  MEETINGS. 


There  have  been  three  joint  meetings  held.  On  May  31 
the  boards  of  selectmen  and  health,  for  the  purpose  of  fill- 
ing a vacancy  in  the  board  of  health,  and  C.  W.  Harlow, 
M.  D.,  was  chosen.  On  June  7 a meeting  of  the  selectmen, 
sewer  commissioners  and  board  of  health  relative  to  the 
draining  of  Botolph  street.  Also  on  the  same  date  of  the 
boards  of  selectmen  and  health  relative  to  the  removal 
of  ashes. 


STREET  LIGHTING. 


At  the  annual  town  meeting  it  was  voted  that  the  select- 
men make  a contract  with  the  Malden  Electric  Light  Co., 
for  a term  of  three  years,  to  furnish  472  incandescent  and 
50  arc  lights  for  the  sum  of  $ii,000  per  annum.  This  con- 
tract was  signed,  and  on  account  of  the  lights  not  being 
furnished  from  August,  1898,  the  date  of  the  contract,  to 
January  i,  1899,  l^e  company  has  made  an  allowance  of 
$150,  and  has  agreed  to  charge  the  town  only  for  lights 
actually  in  operation. 
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TOWN  HALL. 

With  the  appropriation,  $1,383.00,  and  the  receipts, 
$430.00,  amounting  in  all  to  $1,813.00,  the  expenses  have 
been  met  and  a balance  of  $53.71  placed  to  its  credit.  Some 
alterations  have  been  made  in  the  arrangement  of  the  dif- 
ferent offices,  and  considerable  work  has  been  done  on  the 
interior  of  the  hall.  There  needs  to  be  made  during  the 
year  quite  an  outlay  for  repairs  on  the  roof,  and  all  the  ex- 
terior woodwork  should  be  repainted.  You  will  be  called 
upon  to  consider  a rearrangement  of  the  rooms  on  the 
lower  floor  to  accommodate  the  different  offices  and  pro- 
vide a chamber  for  the  board  of  aldermen,  as  may  be 
required  under  the  city  charter. 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  efficiency  of  the  chief  of  police  and  the  officers  of 
this  department  is  to  be  commended.  They  have  rendered 
good  and  faithful  service  to  the  town.  We  recommend  an- 
other day  officer,  to  be  stationed  at  Melrose  Highlands. 
The  officer  who,  for  the  past  year,  has  served  only  half  a 
day  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  will  be  on  duty  during  the 
whole  day  after  the  1st  of  January,  1899. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

We  desire  to  express  our  satisfaction  of  the  management 
of  this  department,  both  in  their  prompt,  effective  work 
when  the  alarm  calls  them  to  the  discharge  of  their  duty 
and  to  the  good  order  and  careful  attention  given  to  the 
horses  and  apparatus  under  their  charge. 
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PERMITS. 

On  March  29  permission  was  granted  to  the  New  England 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Company  to  place  a conduit 
under  ground  on  Main  street,  from  the  Malden  line  to 
Wakefield,  under  the  usual  restrictions,  they  also  agreeing 
that  all  labor  performed  should  be  by  citizens  of  the  town, 
and  to  deliver  free,  to  such  place  as  the  superintendent  of 
streets  should  direct,  all  surplus  material.  These  condi- 
tions were  carried  out  and  the  roadbed  was  left  in  good 
condition. 

The  permit  of  the  Lynn  & Boston  railroad  company  to 
lay  their  tracks  on  Lebanon  street,  from  Grove  street,  south- 
erly to  Malden  line,  having  expired  by  limitation,  the  com- 
pany asked  for  an  extension  of  the  permit,  which  was 
denied. 


PUBLIC  HEARINGS. 

There  were  two  public  hearings  held  in  the  selectmen’s 
rooms  by  order  of  the  county  commissioners  on  the  petition 
of  R.  P.  Barry  and  others  for  a relocation  of  Main  street, 
from  Upham  street  northerly  to  John  H.  Atwood’s.  These 
meetings  were  held  September  23  and  October  21,  and  your 
selectmen  were  present  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the 
town.  After  duly  hearing  the  case  it  was  decided  that  it 
was  of  common  convenience  and  public  necessity  to  relo- 
cate the  street,  and  a decree  was  ordered  November  10. 
It  consisted  of  taking  a strip  of  land  two  feet  in  width 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Main  street,  opposite  the  Baptist 
church,  and  the  high  school  lot  to  the  Methodist  church, 
thence  running  to  a point  at  the  estate  of  John  H.  Atwood, 
and  the  following  damages  were  awarded: 
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Baptist  church,  519.64  square  feet,  . . . $519  64 

Methodist  church,  211.03  square  feet,  . 158  48 

J.  H.  Atwood,  16.02  square  feet,  . . . . 1215 


To  be  paid  by  the  town,  .....  $690  27 


An  invitation  was  received  by  the  selectmen  for  the  town 
to  unite  with  the  city  of  Malden  in  the  celebration  of  the 
250th  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Mal- 
den, which  was  presented  to  the  town  at  a town  meeting, 
and  a committee  was  appointed  to  meet  with  the  committee 
of  the  city  of  Malden. 

By  the  taking  of  the  land  north  of  the  Baptist  church  by 
the  school  building  committee  for  use  of  the  high  school 
the  town  pound  was  removed,  and  by  vote  of  the  board  a 
pound  was  established  at  the  Pratt  farm  and  Mr.  A.  J. 
Bonett  appointed  pound  keeper. 

By  vote  of  the  school  committee  the  two  buildings  form- 
erly known  as  the  Green  street  and  Lynde  street  schools 
were  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  selectmen,  as  there 
was  no  further  use  for  them  for  school  purposes.  Some 
action  will  be  necessary  by  the  town  to  dispose  of  these 
buildings,  as  they  are  very  much  in  need  of  repair. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 

SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 
JONATHAN  C.  HOWES, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 


Jn  QUmonam. 


EDWARD  KIRK  BORDMAN. 


BORN  FEBRUARY  2,  1 844. 

DIED  DECEMBER  I4,  1898. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  we  record  the  death  of 
our  town  clerk,  Edward  K.'  Rordman.  He  was  elected 
March  5,  1894,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office  with  zeal  and  an  honest  effort  to  make  it  one  of  the 
best  equipped  in  the  state.  His  enthusiasm  was  unbounded. 
His  love  of  order  and  detail  made  him  especially  adapted 
to  the  work.  His  genial  nature,  and  his  courteous  and 
agreeable  manners,  endeared  him  to  his  associates  and  fel- 
low townsmen,  and  his  many  qualifications  eminently  fitted 
him  to  be  a valuable  officer  of  the  town.  In  his  death  our 
town  has  lost  a good  citizen  and  valued  servant,  and  its 
officers  an  honorable  associate  and  true  friend. 
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WARRANT  FOR  MEETING 
MARCH  7th,  1898. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  m the  County 
of  Middlesex  : GREE  TING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1898,  at  6 o’clock  a.  m.,  then  and  there  to  act 
on  the  following  articles,  viz.  : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  town  officers  ; and  in 
answer  to  the  question  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ? ” All  ballots  are 
to  be  furnished  by  the  town,  and  will  be  distributed  at  the 
polls  by  officers  duly  appointed  in  accordance  with  provi- 
sions of  laws  accepted  by  the  town.  Polls  to  be  kept  open 
until  5.30  p.  m. 

Art.  3.  To  choose  all  other  town  officers  deemed  neces- 
sary as  required  by  law. 

Art.  4.  To  authorize  the  town  treasurer  to  borrow  money 

with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 
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Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer  to 
hire  money,  with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  for  the 
purpose  of  renewing,  replacing,  or  the  payment  of  any  loan 
or  loans  now  existing. 

Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  establish  a sinking  fund 
for  the  payment  of  its  general  indebtedness  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  29,  of  the  Public  Statutes  or  acts  in 
amendment  thereof,  or  in  addition  thereto,  and  elect  by 
ballot  three  commissioners  of  its  sinking  funds,  one  of  said 
commissioners  to  be  elected  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years 
and  one  for  three  years. 

Art.  7.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  report  of  the  finance 
committee,  appointed  at  meeting  November  8,  1897. 

Art.  8.  To  determine  the  amount  of  money  to  be  raised 
and  appropriated  to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing 
year  and  for  the  payment  of  the  town  debt. 

Art.  9.  To  fix  the  compensation  of  all  officers  and  com- 
mittees elected  and  appointed  by  the  town. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  264,  of  the  acts  of  1890,  relating  to  cemeteries,  and 
elect  by  ballot,  as  provided  in  said  act,  a board  of  three 
commissioners — one  member  for  three  years,  one  for  two 
years  and  one  for  one  year. 

Art.  II.  To  determine  the  method  by  which  the  taxes 
for  the  year  shall  be  collected. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars  (S200)  for  keeping  in  repair  and  dec- 
orating the  graves  of  soldiers  on  Memorial  Day. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  place  an  electric  arc  light 
in  the  square  at  the  junction  of  Vinton,  Foster,  Florence  and 
Maple  streets,  opposite  the  Gooch  school  building,  and 
authorize,  or  instruct  the  park  commissioners  to  improve 
the  said  square,  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  for  the  same. 
On  petition  of  L.  F.  Hinckley  and  fifty-six  others. 
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•Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  reserve  the  old 
high  school  lot  on  West  Emerson  street,  as  the  site  for  a 
public  library,  to  be  built  at  some  time  in  the  future.  On 
petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  public  library. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  build  a fire  station  in  the 
south-westerly  portion  of  the  town,  west  of  the  Boston  and 
Maine  railroad,  and  purchase  land  if  necessary,  and  raise  or 
appropriate  money  for  the  same.  On  petition  of  Walter  J 
Skinner  and  others. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  ($400)  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving Maple  street.  On  petition  of  C.  Casey  and  others. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  establish  an 
almshouse  at  the  old  Pratt  farmhouse  on  Lebanon  street, 
and  take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary.  On  petition  of 
the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  to  appoint  a town  physician. 

Art.  IQ.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  for  the  purpose  of 
contracting  with  the  Melrose  hospital  for  the  reception, 
care  and  treatment  of  persons  who,  by  misfortune  or  pov- 
erty, require  relief  during  temporary  illness. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  employing  counsel,  who  shall  serve  as  attorney  for 
the  town,  and  furnish  legal  advice  to  the  several  officers  and 
departments  when  required. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  the  expense 
of  furnishing  bonds  for  the  treasurer,  collector  of  taxes,  or 
any  other  town  officers,  and  raise  or  appropriate  money  fo.- 
the  same. 


20 


RECORDS  OF  TOWN  MEETINGS. 


Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of 
twenty-three  thousand  dollars  ($23,000 ) from  the  income  of 
the  water  works,  for  the  expense  of  maintenance,  operation 
and  construction  of  new  works,  as  required  by  Section  20, 
Chapter  488,  of  the  Acts  of  1895.  On  petition  of  water  com- 
missioners. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  lay  out,  build,  and  prop- 
erly grade  Berwick  street,  from  Wyoming  avenue  to  Foster 
street,  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars 
($500),  or  such  sum  as  the  finance  committee  may  ascer- 
tain it  will  cost  for  the  same.  On  petition  of  G.  N.  Harris 
and  others. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  increase  the  pay 
of  the  members  of  the  fire  department.  On  petition  of  A. 
W.  Lynde  and  others. 

Art.  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  or  appropriate  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  ($500)  to  purchase  a hose 
wagon  and  harness  for  Hose  4.  On  petition  of  John  Reed 
and  others. 

Art.  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  petition  the  legislature 
for  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary,  so  that  the  sewer 
assessments  may  be  apportioned  into  ten  equal  installments. 
On  petition  of  sewer  commissioners. 

Art.  27.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  April  7,  1896,  “to  take  into  consideration 
matters  in  connection  with  the  levying  of  sewer  assess- 
ments,” and  to  determine  what  proportion  of  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  sewer  shall  be  paid  by  the  town,  and  by  the 
estates  benefited,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law, 
and  to  pass  any  vote  or  votes  connected  with  the  subject  of 
sewerage,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary. 

Art.  28.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  laying  out  of 
certain  main  drains  or  common  sewers,  as  laid  out  for  public 
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use  by  the  sewer  commissioners,  as  provided  by  statutes  in 
the  following  named  streets  and  ways,  viz.  : Olive  court. 
Auburn  street,  Melrose  place  from  main  sewer  in  land  oF 
Samuel  B.  Robinson,  northerly  and  westerly  across  land  of 
the  said  Robinson,  and  land  of  Mrs.  A.  J.  Pendleton,  to 
Albion  street.  From  Linwood  avenue,  easterly  through 
Norris  court  and  private  land  of  T.  Norris,  Henry  A. 
Leonard,  Burrell  & Swett,  and  Charles  L.  Sprague,  et  al  to 
Lebanon  street.  From  Lebaeon  street,  easterly  over  priv- 
ate land  of  Burrell  & Swett,  William  A.  Burrell,  Rosa  M. 
Burrell  and  the  Andover  Savings  Bank,  to  Harvard  street. 
On  petition  of  the  sewer  commissioners. 

Art.  29.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  following 
streets  as  laid  out  by  the  selectmen  : 

(i  ) Street  running  from  Grove  street,  southerly  to 
Rogers  street  (so  called)  known  as  Argyle  street. 

(2)  Street  running  from  Foster  street,  southerly  to 
Grove  street,  known  as  Cass  street. 

(3)  Street  running  from  Main  street,  easterly,  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  and  twenty-five  hundredths  feet 
( 789.25  ),  known  as  Reading  Hill  avenue,  and  to  raise  or 
appropriate  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  ($200)  to  put 
the  same  in  proper  repair. 

(4)  Street  running  from  Botolph  street,  northerly,  five 
hundred  sixty-three  and  two  hundredths  feet  (563.02), 
known  as  York  terrace,  and  raise  or  appropriate  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars  ($300)  to  put  the  same  in  proper 
repair. 

(5)  Street  running  from  Reading  Hill  avenue  (so  called) 
to  Farewell  avenue,  known  as  Fairview  avenue. 

30.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
■of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  (S175)  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  constructing  a padded  cell  in  the  basement  of  the 
town  hall  building.  By  request  of  chief  of  police. 

31.  To  see  if  the  town  will  sell  A.  E.  Rogers  a triangular 
piece  of  land  on  Franklin  street,  westerly  from  land  now 
owned  or  leased  by  him,  with  frontage  on  Franklin  street, 
and  running  to  a point  at  the  rear  of  the  lot  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  (150). 

32.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  reports  of  town  officers  and 
committees,  and  for  the  transaction  of  any  other  business 
which  may  legall)^  come  before  the  meeting. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post- 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eighteenth  day  of  February,  in. 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 

HARRY  A.  BATCHELDER, 
SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

JONATHAN  C.  HOWES, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose.. 

Warrant  served  by  A.  B.  Pierce,  Constable. 
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Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  7th,  1898,  6 o'clock  a.  m. 

Chairman  Eugene  H.  Moore,  of  the  selectmen,  called  the 
meeting  to  order  and  announced  the  illness  of  the  town 
clerk. 

Voted,  That  one  ballot  be  cast  as  the  unanimous  choice 
of  the  meeting  for  W.  DeHaven  Jones,  as  town  clerk  pro 
tern.  Polls  opened  and  check  list  used.  W.  DeHaven 
Jones  was  declared  elected,  and  was  immediately  sworn  in 
by  S.  H.  Buttrick,  justice  of  the  peace. 

Article  i.  Levi  S.  Gould  was  chosen  moderator,  unani- 
mously. Polls  opened  and  check  list  used. 

Voted,  To  take  up  article  6. 

Art.  6.  Voted,  To  establish  a sinking  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  general  indebtedness,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law,  and  to  proceed  to  elect  three  sinking  fund 
commissioners,  one  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years  and  one 
for  three  years. 

Art.  2.  Voted,  That  the  consideration  of  all  business 
other  than  balloting  for  town  officers  be  postponed  until 
Monday  evening,  March  14th,  and  continue  each  Monday 
thereafter  until  all  the  articles  in  the  warrant  shall  be  acted 
upon.  Sessions  shall  be  from  7.30  to  10  o’clock  p.  m.;  and 
that  the  finance  committee  be  requested  to  report  in  print 
at  the  adjourned  meeting. 

Ballot  clerks  and  tellers  appointed  by  the  selectmen. 


Ballot  Clerks. 


D.  E.  Gibson, 
W.  A.  Burrell 


Samuel  Lear, 
Curtis  S.  Gordon. 
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Check  List. 


John  J.  McCullough. 
Peter  Lynch, 


Julian  C.  Woodman, 
George  W.  Carr. 


Tellers. 


James  F.  Fernald, 
Calvin  W.  Sawyer, 
Oscar  F.  Frost, 
William  J.  Duffy, 


George  F.  Woodman, 
Edwin  L.  Cragin, 
Victor  C.  Kirmes, 
Maxime  L.  Bouret, 


H.  H.  Boerum. 


Tellers  Appointed  by  the  Moderator. 

George  C.  Stantial,  L.  C.  Willis, 

Frederic  L.  Putnam,  Peter  J.  Curran, 

Edward  E.  Babb,  Orange  H.  Cook, 

George  G.  Newhall. 

All  of  the  above  were  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  duties  by  the  moderator,  with  the  assistance  of  Sidney 
H.  Buttrick,  justice  of  the  peace. 


Ballot  box  inspected  and  found  to  be  empty.  Polls 
opened  at  6 a.  m.  Closed  at  5.30  p.  m. 

At  10  a.  m.,  790  ballots  were  removed  from  the  box,  and 
counted.  The  ballot  box  registered  as  follows*.  lO  o’clock, 
790;  3-34  P-  m.,  1433;  5-30  P-  m.,  1760. 

Total  number  of  votes  cast,  . . . 1769 

“ “ registered  on  box  . . 1760 


Error  on  box 
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Total  number  of  votes  cast,  (men) 

1691 

“ “ “ “ “ (women) 

78 

Total, 

1769 

Result  of  the  balloting  as  declared  by  the 

moderator  in 

open  town  meeting  : 

Selectmen. 

Charles  J.  Barton,  85  Meridian  street. 

511 

Harry  A.  Batchelder,  41  North  avenue,  . 

723 

Sidney  H.  Buttrick,  87  Essex  street. 

1028 

Sidney  D.  Farrar,  42  Lynde  street,  . 

776 

L.  Frank  Hinckley,  123  Foster  street, 

745 

Jonathan  C.  Howes,  71  E.  Emerson  street. 

959 

Eugene  H.  Moore,  220  Porter  street. 

914 

Moses  S.  Page,  63  Lake  avenue. 

568 

Frank  F.  Preble,  114  Trenton  street, 

602 

William  B.  Whitney,  10  York  terrace. 

339 

Scattering,  ...... 

3 

Blanks,  ....... 

1287 

Total,  ...... 

845^ 

Town  Clerk. 

Edward  K.  Bordman,  94  Cottage  street,  . 

1553 

Scattering,  ...... 

I 

Blanks,  ....... 

137 

Total,  ...... 

1691 

Town  Treasurer. 

George  Newhall,  94  Myrtle  street. 

1396 

Scattering,  ..... 

5 

Blanks,  ...  ... 

240 

Total,  ...... 

1691 
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Town  Auditor. 


Edwin  C.  Gould,  12  Wyoming  avenue, 

1300 

Scattering,  ....... 

3 

Blanks,  ........ 

388 

Total, 

1691 

Collector  of  Taxes. 

Thomas  T.  Bailey,  27  Porter  street, 

435 

William  E.  Keating,  40  Hurd  street, 

406 

James  W.  Murray,  16  Union  street,  , 

719 

Charles  O.  Wheeler,  84  Essex  street; 

63 

Scattering,  ....... 

3 

Blanks,  ........ 

65 

Total,  ....... 

1691 

Assessor,  for  three  years. 

Dexter  Pratt,  64  Franklin  street. 

424 

John  J.  Skelding,  77  Spear  street. 

366 

Frank  R.  Upham,  131  Grove  street,  . 

795 

Scattering,  

I 

Blanks,  ....... 

105 

Total,  . . . . 

1691 

Water  Commissioner,  for  three  years. 

Curtis  C.  Goss,  20  Chestnut  park. 

1302 

Scattering,  ...... 

I 

Blanks,  ...... 

388 

Total, 
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Sewer  Commissioner,  for  three  years. 

John  Larrabee,  34  Foster  street 1334 

Scattering,  ........  5 

Blanks,  .........  352 

Total,  ........  1691 

Water  Loa^i  Sinking  Fund  Commissioner,  for  three  years. 

John  W.  Farwell,  53  West  Emerson  street,  1258 

Scattering,  ........  2 

Blanks,  .........  431 

Total,  ........  1691 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioner,  for  three  years. 

John  W.  Farwell,  53  West  Emerson  street,  . . 1190 

Scattering, 2 

Blanks,  .........  499 

Total, 1691 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioner,  for  two  years. 

Royal  P.  Barry,  53  Oakland  street,  ....  1220 

Scattering, i 

Blanks,  .........  470 

Total, 1691 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioner , for  one  year. 

Daniel  Russell,  4 Russell  street,  ....  1186 

Blanks,  . . 505 

Total, 1691 
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School  Committee,  to?  three  years. 

Sarah  A.  Day,  45  Ashland  street.  ....  1108 

George  N.  Howard,  165  Green  street,  . . . 885 

William  D.  Stewart,  21  Woodland  avenue,  . . 807 

Scattering, i 

Blanks,  .........  737 


Total, 3538 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  for  three  years. 

Ruby  F.  Farwell,  53  W.  Emerson  street,  . 1211 

Charles  A.  Patch,  30  Oakland  street,  . 1186 

Scattering, 2 

Blanks,  .........  983 

Total 3382 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  for  three  years. 

Charles  O.  Boyd,  27  Willow  street,  ....  637 

Matilda  E.  Stantial,  23  Poplar  street,  . . . 710 

Scattering,  ........  i 

Blanks, 343 

Total,  ........  1691 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  for  three  years.  * 

Sidney  H.  Buttrick,  87  Essex  street,  . . . 1182 

Scattering,  ........  5 

Blanks,  .........  504 


Total, 


1691 
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Board  of  Health,  for  three  years. 

Henry  W.  Cain,  98  W.  Emerson  street,  . 680 

John  E.  Sanborn,  68  Upham  street,  ....  769 

Blanks,  .........  242 


Total,  ........  1691 

Park  Commissioner , for  three  years. 

William  S.  Briry,  508  Main  street,  ....  177 

D.  Webster  Dow,  8 Ashland  street,  ....  508 

Willis  C.  Goss,  122  Wyoming  avenue,  . 675 

Scattering,  ....'..  i 

Blanks,  .........  330 


Total, 1691 

Constables. 

Osborne  E.  Drown,  43  E.  Foster  street,  . . . 1116 

Charles  F.  W.  Fogg,  122  E.  Foster  street,  . . 1106 

Frank  M.  McLaughlin,  41  Upham  street,  1056 

Ansel  B.  Pierce,  10  E.  Emerson  street,  . . 805 

William  L.  Pierce,  16  Maple  street,  . . . 1079 

Scattering,  ........  2 

Blanks, 1600 


Total, 6764 
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License  Question. 


Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  town? 


321 

1163 

207 


Total, 1691 

Voted.  To  adjourn. 

Attest  : 

W.  De  haven  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


Melrose,  March  8,  1898. 


Upon  petition  of  James  B.  Dillingham  and  twenty-six 
others  for  a recount  of  votes  cast  for  selectmen  at  the  town 
meeting  March  7th,  the  moderator  ordered  a recount  to  take 
place  in  the  selectmen’s  room,  town  hall,  Thursday,  at  5 
o’clock  p.  m.  All  the  candidates  interested  were  notified  in 
writing. 


Selectmen’s  Room,  March  10,  1898. 

Recount  of  votes  for  selectmen,  cast  March  7th,  at  the 
annual  election. 

Levi  S.  Gould,  moderator,  W.  DeHaven  Jones,  clerk,  pro 
tern. 
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Moderator  Appointed  the  following  Tellers: 

Victor  C.  Kirmes,  Henry  H.  Boerum, 

Joseph  Remick,  Frederick  L.  Putnam, 

Charles  E.  Gassett,  Peter  J.  Curran. 

Tellers  sworn  by  the  moderator;  clerk  delivered  key  and 
the  ballot  box  was  unlocked  and  the  ballots  counted.  All 
the  candidates  were  present  or  represented  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Frank  F.  Preble  and  William  B.  Whitney. 


Melrose,  March  10,  1898. 

At  a recount  of  the  ballots  cast  for  selectmen  at  the  an- 
nual election  the  following  was  found  to  be  the  result  of  the 
ballot,  viz  : 


Charles  J.  Barton,  . . . . . 512 

Harry  A.  Batchelder,  .....  723 

Sidney  H.  Buttrick,  .....  1026 

Sidney  D.  Farrar,  .....  778 

Jonathan  C.  Howes,  .....  957 

L.  Frank  Hinckley.  .....  747 

, Eugene  H.  Moore,  .....  920 

Moses  S.  Page, 559 

Frank  F.  Preble,  ......  608 

William  B.  Whitney,  .....  339 

J.  J.  Skelding,  . . ...  i 

.Samuel  Damon,  . . . . i 
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William  Turner,  ......  i 

Blanks,  .......  1283 


Total, 

(Signed) 


Attest  : 


8455 

LEVI  S.  GOULD, 

Moderator. 


W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


Adjourned  Town  Meeting,  Monday,  March  lA,  1898, 
7.30  V-  m. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Article  3.  Officers  elected  : 

Measurers  of  wood  and  bark,  weighers  of  wood  and  coal, 
Charles  B.  Goss,  Fred  H.  Goss,  Seth  E.  Benson  ; fence 
viewers,  Dexter  Pratt,  Walter  C.  Stevens ; field  drivers, 
Frank  A.  Vinton,  Francis  Gibbons;  pound  keeper,  Joseph 
Tyzzer. 

Art.  4.  Voted,  unanimously,  That  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing a temporary  loan,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  town  of 
Melrose,  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  present  muni- 
cipal year,  the  town  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  borrow’  from  time  to  time,  with  the  approval  of 
the  selectmen,  a sum  or  sums  in  the  aggregate  amounting 
to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ($75,000),  and  to  execute 
and  deliver  the  note  or  notes  of  the  town  therefor,  payable 
within  one  year  from  the  time  the  loan  is  made,  with  in- 
terest thereon,  at  a rate  not  exceeding  four  per  cent.  (4%) 
per  annum. 
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Any  debt  or  debts  incurred  by  a loan  or  loans  to  the  town 
under  this  vote  shall  be  paid  from  the  taxes  of  the  present 
municipal  year. 

Art.  5.  Voted,  unanimously,  That  the  treasurer  be  author- 
ized, with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  hire  money  to 
renew,  replace,  or  pay  any  existing  loan  or  loans,  and  issue 
notes  of  the  town  therefor. 

. Art.  7.  Report  of  finance  committee  presented  and 
accepted. 

Art.  8.  Voted,  That  the  following  sums  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  the  purposes  named,  viz.  : 


Bonds  for  Town  Officers. 


Treasurer’s,  $30,000;  collector’s,  1898,  $20,000 
collector’s,  1897,  ^5»ooo ; water  registrar’s, 

$5,000,  from  income  of  department,  . ^325  00 


Contingent  expenses,  general. 

Assessors’  office,  with  balance  added,  . 
Town  clerk’s  office,  with  balance  added. 


$3,500  00 
$300  00 
$225  00 


Deficiencies,  contingent,  . . ^^73^  16 

Insurance,  .....  732  71 

Parks,  102  18 

Sidewalks, 1,280  92 

Soldiers’  relief,  ....  332  24 


Debt,  principal,  bank  and  corporation  tax. 
3 


$3,186  21 
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Debt  Interest: 

$8,000  00 
14,000  00 
1,800  00 
2,760  00 
338 12 
226  57 
178  50 


827,303 19  825,072  36 

With  balance  on  hand  added. 

Voted,  That  the  premium  on  school  bonds  be  applied  to 
sinking'  fund  school  loan. 

Fire  department,  of  which  $2800  is  for  call  men,  $11,340  00 
Health  department,  .....  2,000  00 

Highway  department,  highways  receipts  and 
street  sprinkling,  an  assessment  of  3 cents  per 
front  foot  as  in  1897,  $3,268.46,  and  $1,000  00 

Street  lighting,  50  arc,  472  incandescent,  . $11,000  00 

Voted,  That  the  selectmen  be  authorized  to  make  a con- 
tract with  the  Malden  Electric  Light  Co.,  for  three  years  at 
eleven  thousand  dollars  a year,  ($ii,000)  with  the  clause 
agreeing  to  surrender  the  contract  at  any  time,  if  the  town 
desires  to  start  an  electric  plant  of  its  own,  Yea  153,  Nay  57. 
Sidewalks,  receipts  and  .....  ^3,500  00 

To  be  expended  in  such  manner  and  where  deemed 
necessary  by  the  selectmen,  for  concrete,  brick  or  crushed 
stone  sidewalks,  a preference  to  be  given  when  walks  shall 
be  continuous,  the  appropriation  with  the  exception  of  that 
used  for  necessary  repairs,  to  be  expended  under  provisions 


School  house  loan, 

Sewer  loan,  .... 
Town  hall  bonds. 

Notes,  permanent  loans. 

School  house  loan,  sinking  fund. 
Sewer  loan,  sinking  fund, 
Cemetery  trust  funds. 
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of  laws  accepted  by  the  town  relating  to  sidewalks,  by 
which  abutters  pay  one-half  the  expense  of  the  walks  laid 
opposite  their  estates,  and  that  sidewalks  shall  not  be  laid 
until  the  applicant  desiring  same  shall  have  deposited  one 
half  the  estimated  cost  of  walk  applied  for  with  the  town 
treasurer,  any  excess  in  deposit  to  be  refunded  by  the  town, 
any  deficit  to  be  made  good  by  the  applicant. 


Hospital,  contract  with  Melrose  hospital, 
Insurance,  ....... 

Memorial  day,  soldiers’  graves, 

Military  aid,  one-half  amount  expended  re- 
paid by  commonwealth, 

Soldiers’  relief,  ...... 

Park  department. 

Police  department,  including  $175  for  padded 
cell,  receipts  for  1897,  ^^742-38,  receipts 
and  ....... 

Poor  department,  receipts  for  1897,  ^1,811.96, 
receipts  and  ...... 

Public  library,  dog  tax  for  1897,  ^1,077.80, 
dog  tax  and  ...... 

School  department. 


Salaries,  . . . . 

$51,420  00 

Printing,'  . 

300  00 

Coal,  . . . 

6,500  00 

P'urniture,  etc., 

5,047  75 

Books,  etc., 

4,000  00 

Tuition,  . . . . 

200  00 

Miscellaneous, 

1,936  50 

Business  department. 

647  00 

Chemical  department. 

1 ,000  00 

Physical  department. 

800  00 

Repairs,  .... 

3,521  75 

S75.373  00 

Balance  on  hand,  and  the 

receipts  of  tuition. 

$ 500  00 
712  00 
200  00 

250  00 
1,250  00 
300  00 


9,675  00 
7,500  00 
2,600  00 


$75,000  00 
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Town  hall,  receipts  for  1897,  $465,  receipts 

and $ 1,000  00 

Water  department,  to  be  paid  from  income 

of  department,  ......  23,000  00 

Balance  on  hand  in  each  department  to  be  added  to  their 
appropriation. 

VoUd,  To  take  up  article  32. 

Art.  32.  Voted,  That  the  water  commissioners  and  the 
following  named  five  citizens  of  Melrose  : A.  V.  Lynde, 
Royal  P.  Barry,  B.  Marvin  Fernald,  John  W.  P'arwell  and 
George  R.  Jones,  be  a committee  to  represent  the  town  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  taking  of  its  water  supply  by 
the  commonwealth,  any  portion  thereof,  or  interest  therein; 
that  said  committee  have  full  power  and  authority  to  nego- 
tiate for  a settlement,  and  adjust  all  claims  of  said  town 
against  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  with  the  met- 
ropolitan board  of  water  commissioners,  to  agree  upon 
a price  for  the  same. 

Said  committee  shall  not  bind  the  town  by  any  final  adju- 
dication as  to  the  value  of  any  of  its  rights  so  taken,  until 
the  same  has  been  reported  back  to  the  town,  and  duly  ap- 
proved by  it,  but  may  accept  partial  payment  on  account  of 
said  damages,  and  in  case  they  cannot  agree  as  to  the 
amount  of  damages,  then  to  cause  proper  petition  or  action 
therein  to  be  brought  to  recover  damages  for  taking  of  said 
property. 

Voted,  That  during  the  pendency  of  the  report  of  the 
finance  committee,  the  warrant  shall  be  taken  up  in  regular 
order,  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 
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Art.  9.  Salaries,  to  be  paid  out  of  general  tax  levy. 


Selectmen,  $200  each,  . . . $1 

:,ooo 

00 

Town  clerk,  ..... 

400 

00 

Treasurer,  ..... 

750 

00 

Auditor,  ...... 

450 

00 

Overseers  of  the  poor. 

Chairman  $200;  others  $50  each, 

300 

00 

Assessors,  $300  each. 

900 

00 

Assessors’  clerk,  not  a member. 

750 

00 

Board  of  health. 

^ Chairman,  $200;  others,  $50  each. 

300 

00 

Registrars  of  voters, 

Clerk,  $100;  others,  $50  each. 

250 

00 

Inspector  of  buildings,  . 

100 

00 

Collector  of  taxes,  one-half  of  one 
per  cent,  on  real  and  personal 
property,  seven  and  one-half 
per  cent,  on  polls. 

Estimate  of  salary  omitted. 

Attorney,  .....  500  00 

Omitting  collector’s  salary  and  bal- 
ance on  hand,  . . . $5,700  00  $6,500  00 

Salaries  to  be  paid  from  funds  of  the  respective  depart- 
ments. 


Water  commissioners,  $50  each,  . . . $ 150  00 

Cemetery  committee,  $25  each,  ...  75  00 

Superintendent  of  streets,-  . . . 1,000  00 

Superintendent  of  water  department,  . . 1,200  00 

Water  registrar,  ......  1,000  00 

Sewer  commissioners,  $100  each,  . . . 300  00 

Treasurer  water  loan  sinking  fund,  . . 50  00 


Art.  10.  Voted,  To  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter 


/ 


38  RECORDS  OF  TOWN  MEETINGS. 

264  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  relating  to  cemeteries,  and  elect 
ballot,  as  provided  in  said  act,  a board  of  three  commission- 
ers, one  member  for  three  years,  one  for  two  years,  and  one 
for  one  year 

Art.  II.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  a committee  of  three 
appointed  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  report  at  the  next 
adjourned  town  meeting. 

Committee. 

John  J.  McCullough,  Moses  S.  Page, 

Charles  H.  Adams. 

Art.  12.  Voted,  unanimously. 

Art.  13.  Voted,  That  an  electric  arc  light  be  placed  oppo- 
site the  Gooch  school,  the  expense  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
appropriation  for  street  lighting. 

Fixing  up  the  square,  referred  to  the  park  commissioners. 

Art.  14.  Indefinitely  postponed. 

Art.  15.  Indefinitely  postponed. 

Art.  16.  Voted,  To  refer  to  the  selectmen;  any  expendi- 
ture thereunder  to  be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  high- 
ways. 

Art.  17  Voted,  That  the  town  authorize  the  cemetery  com- 
mittee to  transfer  the  Pratt  farmhouse  (so-called)  with 
such  portion  of  land  as  may  be  agreed  .upon  for  the  use  of 
the  almshouse,  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  that  they 
be  empowered  to  establish  said  Pratt  farmhouse,  as  an  alms- 
house. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10  o’clock. 

Attest : 

W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern.. 


Total,  ^186,936.69. 
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Adjourned  Town  Meeting,  Monday  evening,  March  ^Ist, 
1898,  7.30  o^cloch. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Article  i8.  Voted,  That  the  town  authorize  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  to  appoint  a town  physician  at  an  annual  salary 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($350),  to  be  taken  from 
the  poor  fund.  Yes,  105  ; no,  72. 

Art.  19.  Voted,  unanimously,  under  article  8. 

Art.  20.  Voted,  unanimously,  under  article  8. 

Art.  21.  Voted,  unanimously,  under  article  8. 

Art.  22.  Voted,  That  the  town  appropriate  from  the  in- 
come of  the  water  works,  the  sum  of  twenty-three  thousand 
dollars  (;^23,ooo),  to  be  expended  by  the  water  commis- 
sioners for  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  said  works. 

Art.  23.  Voted,  To  refer  to  the  selectmen  ; any  expendi- 
ture thereunder  to  be  paid  from  the  highway  appropriation. 

Art.  24.  Voted,  unanimously,  under  article  8. 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  {$200)  be 
appropriated  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  board  of  engineers. 

Art.  25.  Voted,  That  the  town  appropriate  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  to  purchase  a hose  wagon  and 
harness  for  Hose  4.  Referred  to  the  fire  engineers. 
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Art.  II.  Report  of  committee  “The  method  by  which  the 
taxes  for  the  year  shall  be  collected,”  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

The  recommendations  were  adopted,  viz. : 

That  the  attention  of  the  collector  be  called  to  the  time 
and  method  prescribed  for  his  duties  in  the  by-laws  of  the 
town  of  Melrose,  approved  1888,  as  found  in  Article  3,  Sec- 
tions I,  2,  3,  4,  5,6. 

That  a list  of  all  abatements  made  by  the  assessors  be 
made  a part  of  their  report  with  the  reasons  therefor. 

That  the  collector  may,  and  is  hereby  instructed  to 
exercise  the  power  of  taking  real  estate  of  delinquent  tax 
payers,  as  provided  in  Section  77,  Chapter  390,  law  of  1888. 

That  previous  to  the  advertising  of,  or  taking  the  real 
estate  of  delinquent  tax  payers,  a list  of  the  same  shall  be 
prepared  and  presented  to  the  assessors  for  any  correction, 
and  notice  be  sent  to  all  delinquents.  That  a sale  or  taking 
will  be  made  on  a specified  date,  unless  the  tax  is  previously 
paid.  That  all  sales  or  taking  of  real  estate  for  delinquent 
taxes  of  1898  be  made  in  the  month  of  June,  1899, 
the  same  sale.  That  all  tax  bills  present  on  the  back  an 
itemized  statement  of  all  real  estate  taxed,  with  valuation 
of  same,  and  on  face  a summary  of  all  appropriations  for 
which  the  tax  is  levied.  That  the  collector  be  instructed  to 
collect  the  delinquent  tax  for  street  sprinkling  for  1897, 
immediately,  as  provided  by  law,  after  due  notice  has  been 
given. 


Art.  26.  Voted,  That  the  sewer  commissioners,  in  behalf 
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of  the  town,  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  petition 
the  general  court  for  an  amendment  of  Chapter  323,  Acts  of 
1894,  so  that  the  apportionment  of  payments  provided  in 
Section  3 of  said  act  may  be  increased  and  made  into  not 
exceeding  ten  equal  parts  or  instalments,  and  for  such  other 
changes  in  the  Acts  of  1894  and  1896  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary,  including  the  right  to  levy  the  assessment  upon 
valuation. 

Art.  27.  Report  of  committee  accepted. 

Vote  presented  by  the  committee  : “That  one-third  of 
the  estimated  cost  of  all  the  sewers  shall  be  paid  for  by  the 
town.  Two-thirds  of  the  said  estimated  cost  shall  be  as- 
sessed upon  the  estates  directly  benefited  wherever  the 
sewers  shall  be  laid,  by  the  frontage  and  area  plan  com- 
bined, viz  : 

Twenty-five  cents  to  be  assessed  on  each  foot  of  lot  front- 
age of  estates  on  any  street  or  way  wherever  a sewer  is  conr 
structed,  and  seven  mills  (7)  per  square  foot  upon  the  area 
of  said  estates  extending  back  to  a depth  of  one  hundred 
feet  (100)  from  the  front  of  same. 

Upon  all  corner  lots,  assessments  for  lot  frontage  shall  be 
levied,  as  before  stated,  upon  the  whole  frontage  of  such 
estate  which  abuts  on  the  street  where  a sewer  is  first  con- 
structed, and  when  a sewer  is  constructed  on  the  other  street 
or  streets,  or  ways,  upon  which  such  corner  lots  or  estates 
abut,  an  exemption,  as  may  be  determined  by  the  sewer 
commissioners,  of  not  exceeding  fifty  feet  (50)  of  the  front- 
age assessment  shall  be  made  on  such  streets  or  ways,  and 
the  assessment,  as  before  provided,  shall  be  levied  on  all  the 
rest  of  the  frontage,  on  such  streets  or  ways. 
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Upon  such  estates  as  shall  receive  a direct  benefit  from 
the  sewer,  and  have  no  assessable  lot  frontage,  and  are  not 
located  within  one  hundred  feet  (lOO)  of  a street  or  way, 
such  an  amount  of  the  area  of  said  estate  shall  be  assessed 
as  may  be  deemed  just  and  reasonable  by  the  board  of  sewer 
commissioners  for  the  benefits  received.” 

Motion  handed  the  chair  making  the  “one-third”  in 
the  first  line  read  “two-thirds,”  and  the  “two-thirds”  in  the 
second  line  read  “one-third,”  and  all  after  the  word  “laid” 
in  the  fourth  line,  down  to  the  twentieth  line,  be  stricken 
out  and  the  words,  “The  assessment  to  be  upon  the  valua- 
tion of  the  property”  substituted. 

Meeting  desired  the  motion  separated. 

1.  Motion.  That  one-third  of  the  said  estimated  cost 
shall  be  assessed  upon  the  estates  directly  benefited,  wher- 
ever the  sewers  shall  be  laid.  Yes  no.  No  131,  defeated. 

2.  Motion.  That  all  after  the  word  “laid”  in  the  fourth 
line  down  to  the  twentieth  be  stricken  out  and  the  words, 
“the  assessment  to  be  upon  the  valuation  of  the  property” 
substituted.  Carried,  Yes,  158,  No,  89. 

Motion  read  as  amended,  and  found  to  have  assessed 
four-thirds.  Motion  defeated.  Yes,  76,  No,  132. 

Notice  given  that  reconsideration  will  be  requested. 

Meeting  adjourned  upon  the  annoucement  of  the  vote,  at 
10  o’clock. 

Attest  : ' 

W.  De  HAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


Total,  $187,636.69. 
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Adjourned  Town  Meeting,  Monday  evening,  March  28th, 
1898,  7.80  o’cloclc. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  To  take  up  article  27. 

Article  27.  Voted,  That  one-half  of  the  estimated  cost  of 
all  the  sewers  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  town.  One-half  of  the 
said  estimated  cost  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  estates  direct- 
ly benefited,  wherever  the  sewer  shall  be  laid,  by  the  front- 
age and  area  plan  combined,  viz : Twenty  cents  to  be 
assessed  on  each  foot  of  lot  frontage  of  estates  on  any  street 
or  way  wherever  a sewer  is  constructed,  five  mills  (5)  per 
square  foot  upon  the  area  of  said  estates  extending  back  to 
a depth  of  one  hundred  feet  (lOO)  from  the  front  of  same. 

Upon  all  corner  lots,  assessments  for  lot  frontage  shall  be 
levied,  as  before  stated  upon  the  whole  frontage  of  such 
estate  which  abuts  on  the  street  where  a sewer  is  first  con- 
structed, and  when  a sewer  is  constructed  on  the  other  street 
or  streets  or  ways  upon  which  such  corner  lots  or  estates 
abut,  an  exemption,  as  may  be  determined  by  the  sewer 
commissioners  of  not  exceeding  fifty  feet  (50)  of  the  front- 
age assessment  shall  be  made  on  such  streets  or  ways,  and 
the  assessment  as  before  provided,  shall  be  levied  on  all  the 
rest  of  the  frontage  on  such  streets  or  ways.  Upon  such 
estates  as  shall  receive  a direct  benefit  from  the  sewer,  and 
have  no  assessable  lot  frontage,  and  are  not  located  within 
one  hundred  feet  (lOO)  of  a street  or  way,  such  an  amount 
of  the  area  of  said  estate  shall  be  assessed  as  may  be  deemed 
just  and  reasonable  by  the  board  of  sewer  commissioners 
for  the  benefits  received. 
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Art.  26.  Taken  up  by  unanimous  consent. 

Voted,  That  the  board  of  sewer  commissioners  of  the  town 
of  Melrose  shall,  upon  petition  of  parties  interested,  have 
the  power  to  make  such  abatements  or  suspensions  of  the 
collection  of  assessments  for  the  construction  of  sewers  as, 
in  their  judgment,  justice  and  equity  require. 

Any  such  assessment  so  abated  or  suspended  shall  con- 
tinue a lien  upon  the  estate  on  which  the  assessment  is 
made  until  the  same  is  paid,  also  such  other  legislation  as 
the  sewer  commissioners  may  think  proper. 

Yes,  149.  No,  82. 

Art.  28.  Voted,  To  accept  the  laying  out  of  certain"main 
drains  or  common  sewers,  as  laid  out  for  public  use  by  the 
sewer  commissioners,  as  provided  by  statutes,  in  thepollow- 
ing  named  streets  and  ways,  viz  : Olive  court,  Auburn 

street,  Melrose  place  from  main  sewer  in  land  of  Samuel  B. 
Robinson,  northerly  and  westerly  across  land  of  said  Robin- 
son, and  land  of  Mrs.  A.  J.  Pendleton  to  Albion  street;  from 
Linwood  avenue,  easterly  through  Norris  court,  and  private 
land  of  T.  Norris,  Henry  A.  Leonard,  Burrell  & Swett,  and 
Charles  L.  Sprague,  et  al,  to  Lebanon  street;  from  Lebanon 
•street,  easterly  over  private  land  of  Burrell  & Swett,  William 
A.  Burrell,  Rosa  M.  Burrell,  and  the  Andover  Savings  Bank 
to  Harvard  street. 

Art.  29.  Voted,  To  accept  the  following  streets,  as  laid 
out  by  the  selectmen  : 

Street  running  from  Grove  street,  southerly  to  Rogers 
street  (so  called)  known  as  Argyle  street.  No  land  dam- 
ages to  be  awarded. 
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Street  running  from  Foster  street,  southerly  to  Grove 
street,  known  as  Cass  street.  No  land  damages  to  be 
awarded. 

Street  running  from  Main  street,  easterly,  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  and  twenty-five  hundredths  feet  (789.25) 
known  as  Reading  Hill  avenue,  any  expense  not  to  exceed 
two  hundred  dollars  ($200)  to  be  taken  from  the  highway 
appropriation.  No  land  damages  to  be  awarded. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10  o’clock. 

Attest  : 

W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


Adjourned  Town  Meeting,  Monday  evening,  April  Mh, 
1898,  7 SO  o’cloch. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Article  29.  Section  4.  Voted,  To  accept  the  following 
streets,  as  laid  out  by  the  selectmen. 

Street  running  from  Botolph  street,  northerly,  five  hun- 
dred sixty-three  and  two-hundredths  feet  (563.02)  known 
as  York  terrace,  any  expense  not  to  exceed  three  hundred 
dollars  (;^300)  to  be  paid  from  the  highway  appropriation. 

No  land  damages  to  be  awarded.  Yes,  92  ; no,  50. 

Street  running  from  Reading  Hill  avenue  (so-called)  to 
Farwell  avenue,  known  as  Fairview  avenue.  No  damages 
of  any  nature  to  be  awarded. 
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Art.  30.  Money  appropriated  under  article  8.  Article 
adopted,  and  the  selectmen  instructed  to  have  the  padded 
cell  built. 

Art.  31.  Indefinitely  postponed. 

Art.  32.  Voted,  That  the  town  invite  and  authorize  Mr.  El- 
bridge  H.  Goss,  to  write  an  illustrated  history  of  the  town 
of  Melrose.  That  the  town  grant  him  full  access  to,  and 
the  privilege  of  copying  or  reproducing  any  records,  maps, 
illustrations,  etc.,  from  the  town  records  and  files,  that  he 
may  desire,  on  the  condition  that  he  shall  not  receive  any 
compensation  from  the  town  for  his  services. 

Voted,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
moderator  to  consider  the  matter  of  a municipal  lighting 
plant,  and  report  at  the  next  town  meeting.  Said  committee 
shall  give  advertised  public  hearings. 

Committee  : 

John  J.  Skelding.  John  Larrabee. 

Moses  S.  Page  S.  H.  Buttrick. 

Charles  M.  Cox. 

Voted,  That  a committee  of  thirteen  be  appointed  by  the 
moderator  to  consider  the  needs  of  our  public  library  in 
the  immediate  future,  and  the  question  of  a suitable  site  for 
the  same,  and  report  to  the  town. 


Committee  : 


Elbridge  H.  Goss. 
George  E.  Munroe. 
John  Larrabee. 
Stephen  F.  Keyes. 
Charles  C.  Barry. 
Mary  L.  Charles. 


Alfred  J.  Knights. 
Calvin  W.  Sawyer. 
Charles  A.  Patch. 
Ruby  ¥.  Farwell. 

L.  Frank  Hinckley. 
Maxime  L.  Bouret. 


H.  M.  Sylvester. 
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Voted,  unanimously,  To  take  up  article  3. 

Art.  3. 

Cemetery  Committee. 

George  Newhall,  John  Larrabee, 

L.  Henry  Kunhardt. 

Unanimously  elected. 

Voted,  unanimously,  To  take  up  article  9. 

Art.  9.  Voted,  That  the  assessors  are  hereby  authorized 
and  instructed  to  employ  a competent  person,  not  a mem- 
ber of  that  board,  who  shall  give  his  whole  time  to  the 
duties  of  that  office,  and  whose  salary  shall  be  not  to  ex- 
ceed seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($750)  for  the  year. 

Voted,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  to  place  upon 
the  tax  bills  the  valuation  of  each  person’s  estate  in  the  form 
and  manner  as  recommended  by  the  committee,  at  previous 
meeting. 

Voted,  That  the  collector  of  taxes  be  allowed  and  paid  one- 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  sewer  assessments 
collected  by  him  and  paid  into  the  treasur}\ 

Voted,  That  the  collector  be  allowed  seven  and  one-half 
per  cent,  {y}^  % ) for  collecting  street  sprinkling  assessments. 

Art.  8.  Street  sprinkling. 

Voted,  That  the  assessment  be  due  on  presentation  of  bills 
and  all  bills  not  paid  to  the  collector  on  or  before  July  15th 
be  added  to  the  annual  tax  bills  of  1898. 
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Art.  32.  Voted,  To  accept  the  report  of  the  town  officers 
as  printed. 

Voted,  That  a committee  of  five  none  of  whom  are 
at  present  members  of  the  town  government,  or  serving 
the  town  upon  any  committee,  be  appointed  by  the  modera- 
tor to  examine  into  the  method  of  assessing  and  collecting 
the  taxes  of  this  town.  This  committee  to  have  full  power 
and  to  report  at  some  town  meeting  which  shall  be  held 
previous  to  the  annual  meeting  in  March  next. 

Voted,  unanimously,  To  accept  the  report  of  the  board  of 
selectmen,  relating  to  guide  posts,  etc. 

Resignation  of  George  C.  Stantial,  as  assessor,  before  the 
meeting,  when  10  o’clock  came,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 


Attest : 


W.  De  haven  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


The  moderator  appointed  the  following  committee  to  in- 
vestigate and  report  upon  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
taxes. 


Committee. 


Charles  J.  Barton. 
John  J.  McCullough. 


John  P.  Deering. 
Walter  I.  Nickerson. 


John  G.  Robinson. 
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Adjourned  Town  Meeting,  Monday  evening,  April  11th, 
1898,  7.30  o’clock. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Article  32.  Voted,  That  we  accept  the  resignation  of 
George  C.  Stantial  as  assessor. 

Moderator  stated  it  was  the  duty  of  the  town  officers  to 
call  a town  meeting  to  elect  his  successor. 

Selectmen  announced  they  would  call  a town  meeting 
April  25th  for  the  purpose  of  electing  an  assessor. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  five  to  be  appointed  by  the 
moderator,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  trustees  of  the 
public  library  of  Melrose,  to  confer  and  report  upon  the 
needs  of  the  public  library  of  Melrose,  as  previously  voted, 
be  increased  to  seven,  and  the  committee  to  submit  with 
their  report,  three  different  sites. 

Voted,  That  the  increase  of  salary  to  twenty-eight  hundred 
dollars,  ($2800)  voted  to  the  fifty-six  call-men  of  the  fire 
department  of  Melrose,  take  effect  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  fiscal  year,  to  wit,  1898  ; and  that  the  selectmen  be 
authorized  to  approve  bills  of  said  call-men  in  relation  to 
and  for  the  same,  and  that  the  increase  of  the  fire  engineers 
be  included  in  the  same  vote. 

Voted,  That  the  moderator  be  authorized  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies on  the  committee  for  a town  seal^  and  that  the  same 
report  at  a meeting  this  year. 
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The  moderator  appointed  Charles  H.  Adams  to  take 
the  place  of  Rev.  A.  G.  Bale,  resigned,  on  the  town  seal 
committee. 

Voted,  That  until  otherwise  voted  by  the  town,  the  high 
school  lot  on  Emerson  street  be  placed  in  the  care  of  the 
park  commissioners. 

Voted,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  if  any  bill 
be  , passed  by  the  state  legislature  this  year  in  regard  to 
special  tax  on  street  railways,  no  amendment  or  substitute 
for  Bill  No.  475  should  be  accepted  which  is  more  favorable 
to  street  railways  than  the  original  bill  itself. 

Voted,  To  amend  Section  lo  of  Article  i,  of  the  Town  By- 
Law’s,  by  inserting  after  the  word  “law”  in  the  third  line 
the  words,  as  laid  down  m Cushing's  Mayinal. 

The  above  section  will  then  read  ; “The  duties  of  the  pre- 
siding officer,  not  prescribed  by  the  statutes,  or  by  the  fore- 
going by-laws,  shall  be  determined  by  the  general  rules  of 
parliamentary  law,  as  laid  down  in  Cushing’s  manual,  so  far 
as  they  may  be  adapted  to  the  conditions  and  powers  of  the 
town.  ” 

Voted,  That  the  selectmen  be  instructed  to  collect  the 
twelve  hundred  dollars  ($1200)  with  interest,  due  from  the 
Lynn  and  Boston  R.  R.  for  removing  the  snow  from  their 
tracks,  or  report  the  reason  why,  at  the  next  town  meeting. 

Voted,  That  this  meeting  adjourn,  sine  die. 

Attest : 

W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 
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WARRANT  FOR  MEETING 
APRIL  25th,  1898. 

To  either  of  (he  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex  : GREE  TING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  on  Monday,  the  25th  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1898,  at  6 o’clock  a.  m.,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the 
following  articles,  viz. : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  an  assessor  for  the 
unexpired  term  ending  March,  1899. 

Polls  to  be  kept  open  until  i o’clock  p.  m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post- 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eleventh  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 

SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 
JONATHAN  C.  HOWES, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 

Warrant  served  by  W.  L.  Pierce,  Constable. 
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Town  Meeting,  Monday,  April  25th,  1898, 
6 o’cloch  a.  m. 


Sidney  H.  Buttrick,  chairman  of  the  selectmen,  announced 
the  absence  of  the  town  clerk,  on  account  of  illness. 

Polls  were  opened  and  check  list  used.  W.  De  Haven 
Jones  was  declared  unanimously  elected,  as  town  clerk,  pro 
tern. 

S.  H.  Buttrick  administered  the  oath. 

Article  i.  Chose  Levi  S.  Gould,  moderator. 

Art.  2.  The  following  ballot  clerks  and  tellers  were  ap- 
pointed and  sworn. 


Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 


Julian  C.  Woodman. 
Henry  H.  Boerum. 


Edwin  L.  Cragin. 
Peter  J.  Curran. 


Frederic  L.  Putnam. 


Polls  opened  at  6 o’clock  a.  m. 


Polls  closed  at  lo  o’clock  p.  m. 


Tally  sheets  and  box  agreed,  516  votes  cast. 


Result  of  ballot  as  follows. 
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Assessor  for  unexpired  term  ending,  March,  1899. 


Joseph  Edwards, 
Dexter  Pratt, 
Scattering, 
Blanks, 


337 

173 


4 

2 


Total,  ........  516 

Moderator  declared  Joseph  Edwards  elected. 

Meeting  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest : 

W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


WARRANT  FOR  MEETING 
AUGUST  1st,  1898. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex  : GREE  TING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  August, 
A.  D.  1898,  at  7.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  then  and  there  to  act  on 
the  following  articles,  viz.: 

Article  i.  To  choose  a moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  relation 
to  the  removal  from  its  present  location,  on  Main  street,  of 
the  old  engine  house,  now  used  as  a town  stable,  and  in  the 
matter  of  grading  and  improving  the  grounds  about  the 
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new  high  school  building,  and  to  authorize  the  town  treas- 
urer to  borrow  such  sum,  for  the  purposes  mentioned,  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary,  by  request  of  the  school  building 
committee. 

Art.  3.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  with  refer- 
ence to  building  a town  stable  and  sheds  on  the  town  lot, 
corner  of  Linwood  avenue  and  Sylvan  street,  and  authorize 
the  town  treasurer  to  borrow  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  4.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  reports  of  committees, 
and  for  the  transaction  of  any  other  business  that  may  legal- 
ly come  before  this  meeting. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  posting  at- 
tested copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days  be- 
fore the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-third  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 

EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 

SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

L.  F.  HINCKLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 

Warrant  served  by  W.  L.  Pierce,  Constable. 


Town  Meeting,  Monday  evening,  August  1st,  1898, 
7.30  o'clock. 

The  selectmen  presided  in  the  absence  of  the  town  clerk. 
S.  H.  Buttrick,  chairman  of  the  selectmen,  announced  the 
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illness  of  the  town  clerk.  Nomination  of  a town  clerk,  pro 
tern,  was  made.  Polls  opened.  Check  lists  and  ballots  used. 
W.  DeHaven  Jones  was  declared  unanimously  elected  town 
clerk,  pro  tern,  and  the  oath  was  administered  by  Sidney  H. 
Buttrick. 

Article  i.  Chose  Levi  S.  Gould,  unanimously,  as  moder- 
ator for  the  one  hundredth  time. 

Art.  2.  Voted,  That  the  selectmen  be  authorized  and  in- 
structed to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  old  engine  house,  as  they 
shall  deem  for  the  best  interest  of  the  town  ; the  building 
to  be  removed  before  September  ist,  1898.  Any  sum  re- 
ceived for  same  to  be  credited  to  the  highway  department. 

Voted,  That  the  town  treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow 
a sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  ($3,000)  dollars,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  school  building  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  grading  and  improving  the  grounds 
about  the  new  high  school  building,  and  that  no  portion  of 
amount  paid  for  labor  shall  be  paid  to  anyone  but  citizens 
of  Melrose,  and  that  they  be  paid  weekly. 

Art.  3.  Voted,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  by 
the  moderator  to  take  into  consideration  the  question  of  the 
building  of  a town  stable,  and  a suitable  location  therefor, 
and  report  at  the  next  town  meeting. 


Committee  : 


George  L.  Morse. 
John  Larrabee. 


Sidney  H.  Buttrick. 
Eugene  H.  Moore. 


Edwin  S.  Small. 


Art.  4.  Voted,  That  the  school  house  building  committee 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Methodist  church  regarding 
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the  straightening  of  their  lot  and  the  town  lot,  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting  ; and  that  they  also  confer  with  the  Bap- 
tist and  Methodist  churches  regarding  widening  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  their  premises. 

Voted,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  town  seal  be 
accepted  and  adopted,  and  that  the  town  clerk  be  author- 
ized to  procure  the  seal.  That  the  same  be  adopted  as  the 
seal  of  the  town,  and  be  hereafter  used  upon  documents  and 
papers  requiring  the  use  of  a seal. 

Voted,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
moderator  to  consider  a plan  to  pay  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
who  have  gone  to  the  front,  and  report  at  the  next  town 
meeting.  ^ 


Committee  : 


James  B.  Dillingham. 
C.  H.  Adams. 


Charles  C.  Barry. 
C.  J.  Barton. 


John  W.  Farwell. 


Meeting  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest : ' 

W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


WARRANT  FOR  MEETING 
AUGUST  i8th,  1898. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex  : GREETING, 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
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Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  on  Thursday,  the  eighteenth  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1898,  at  7.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  then  and  there  to 
act  on  the  following  articles,  viz.: 

Article  i.  To  choose  a moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  town 
treasurer  to  borrow  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  or 
such  other  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  needed  for  necessary  re- 
pairs on  the  highway.  By  request  of  the  board  of  select- 
men. 

Art.  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  an  exten- 
sion of  Malvern  street  to  Lynde  street,  as  laid  out  by  the 
selectmen. 

Art.  4.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  reports  of  committees 
and  for  the  transaction  of  any  other  business  that  may  legal- 
ly come  before  the  meeting. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  at- 
tested copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eleventh  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 

EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 

L.  F.  HINCKLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 

Warrant  served  by  William  L.  Pierce,  Constable. 
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Town  Meeting,  Thursday  evening,  August  18t1i,  1898, 
7.30  o'cloclc. 

Selectmen  presided.  Town  clerk  ill.  Polls  opened.  Check 
lists  and  ballots  used.  W.  DeHaven  Jones  was  unanimously 
chosen  town  clerk  pro  tern. 

Sidney  H.  Buttrick  then  administered  the  oath. 

Article  i.  Chose  Levi  S.  Gould  moderator. 

Art.  2.  Voted,  That  the  town  treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  ($3,500) 
dollars  for  necessary  repairs  on  the  highways  ; five  hundred 
($500)  dollars  of  the  same,  if  necessary,  to  be  used  for 
relieving  the  drain  at  Highland  avenue  and  Sargent  street. 

Art.  3.  Voted,  To  accept  the  extension  of  Malvern  street 
as  laid  out  by  the  selectmen,  from  Linwood  avenue  to  Potter 
street. 

Art.  4.  Voted,  That  a committee  of  fifteen,  consisting  of 
the  moderator  of  this  meeting,  one  member  from  the  board 
of  selectmen,  one  member  from  the  board  of  sewer  com- 
missioners, one  member  from  the  board  of  water  commis- 
sioners, and  eleven  members  at  large,  be  appointed  to  draft 
a. city  charter  for  Melrose,  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
report  in  print  at  a special  town  meeting,  to  be  called  for 
such  purpose  by  said  committee. 

Committee  on  soldiers’  and  sailors’  relief  reported  pro- 
gress. 
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Voted,  That  selectmen  be  requested  to  make  some  arrange- 
ment for  fixing  up  the  rear  of  the  town  hall  lot,  and  report 
the  probable  expense  to  the  next  town  meeting. 


Meeting  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest : 

W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


Committee  to  Draft  a City  Charter: 

Levi  S.  Gould,  moderator. 

Eugene  H.  Moore,  selectman. 

Curtis  C.  Goss,  water  commissioner. 

Seth  E.  Benson,  sewer  commissioner. 


John  J.  McCullough. 
John  P.  Deering. 
Frank  R.  Upham. 
Charles  J.  Barton. 
John  W.  Farwell. 


Edwin  S.  Small. 
Charles  C.  Barry. 
Frank  L.  Washburn. 
Clinton  White. 

L.  H.  Kunhardt. 


Oscar  F'.  P'rost. 


Attest  : 

W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


WARRANT  FOR  MEETING, 

OCTOBER  3rd,  1898. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex  : GREE  TING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
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Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  on  Monday,  the  third  day  of  Oct- 
ober, A.  D.,  1898,  at  12  o’clock  m.,  then  and  there  to  act  on 
the  following  articles,  viz  : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  and  direct  its 
selectmen  to  petition  the  next  general  court  for  a city 
charter,  yes  or  no,  on  petition  of  A.  VV.  Birdsall  and  thirty- 
one  others. 

The  Australian  ballot  will  be  used. 

The  polls  will  close  at  9 o’clock  p.  m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post- 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  nineteenth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 

SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

EUGENE  H MOORE, 

JONATHAN  C.  HOWES, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY,^ 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 

Warrant  served  by  William  L.  Pierce,  Constable. 
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Town  Meeting,  Monday,  October  3d,  1898. 

Meeting  opened  by  the  town  clerk  at  12  o’clock  noon. 

Article  i.  By  a unanimous  vote,  chose  Levi  S.  Gould  to 
be  moderator. 

Art.  2.  Voted,  That  the  selectmen  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  petition  the  next  general  court  for  a city  charter. 

Polls  opened  at  12  o’clock  and  closed  at  9 o’clock  p,  m. 

Result  declared  by  the  moderator,  three  minutes  later. 

Ballot  box  registered  843. 

The  Australian  system  of  voting  was  used,  and  the  ballot- 
ing stood  as  follows,  viz.: 


Yes, 506 

No, 335 

Blanks,  .......  2 


Total,  . . . . 843 


Election  officers  appointed  and  sworn  : 

Victor  C.  Kirmes, 

Julian  C.  Woodman, 

John  J.  McCullough, 

Peter  J.  Curran, 

Francis  W.  Lewis, 

George  W.  Carr, 

Charles  N.  Fowler, 

W.  DeHaven  Jones, 

Eugene  H.  Moore. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  sine  die. 

EDW.  K.  BORDMAN, 

Town  Clerk. 
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WARRANT  FOR  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  8th,  1898. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex  : GREETING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  Precinct 
One  of  the  town  of  Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections 
and  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  schoolhouse  on  Franklin 
street,  near  Greenwood  street,  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1898,  at  6 o’clock  a.  m.,  then  and  there  to 
give  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot : 

For  governor  ; lieutenant  governor  ; secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth ; treasurer  ; auditor  ; attorney  general  ; coun- 
cillor for  the  sixth  councillor  district  ; senator  for  the 
fourth  Middlesex  district  ; representative  in  the  general 
court  from  the  thirty-first  Middlesex  district  ; county  com- 
missioner for  Middlesex  county  ; two  special  commission- 
ers ; district  attorney  ; register  of  probate  and  insolvency  ; 
sheriff  ; representative  in  congress. 

The  polls  will  be  opened  at  6 o’clock  a.  m.,  and  will  be 
closed  at  4.30  o’clock  p.  m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  said  meeting. 
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Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 

SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 
JONATHAN  C.  HOWES, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 

Warrant  served  by  William  L.  Pierce,  Constable. 


. WARRANT  FOR  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  8th,  1898. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex  : GREE  TING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  Precinct 
Two  of  the  town  of  Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections 
and  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  town  hall,  on  Tuesday,  the 
8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1898,  at  6 o’clock  a.  m.,  then 
and  there  to  give  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot : 

For  governor  ; lieutenant  governor  ; secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth ; treasurer  ; auditor  ; attorney  general  ; coun- 
cillor for  the  sixth  councillor  district  ; senator  for  the 
fourth  Middlesex  district  ; representative  in  the  general 
court  from  the  thirty-first  Middlesex  district  ; county  com- 
missioner for  Middlesex  county  ; two  special  commission- 
ers ; district  attorney  ; register  of  probate  and  insolvency  ; 
sheriff  ; representative  in  congress. 

The  polls  will  be  opened  at  6 o’clock  a.  m.,  and  will  be 
closed  at  4.30  o’clock  p.  m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
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attested  copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days  be- 
fore the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 

SIDNEY  D.  EARRAR, 

EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 
JONATHAN  C.  HOWES, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose, 

Warrant  served  by  William  L.  Pierce,  Constable. 


WARRANT  FOR  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  8th,  1898. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Tow7t  of  Melrose,  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex  : GREE  TING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  Precinct 
Three  of  the  town  of  Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections 
and  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  school  house  on  Grove 
street,  corner  Myrtle  street,  on  Tuesday,  the  eighth  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1898,  at  6 o’clock  a.  m.,  then  and 
there  to  give  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot : 

For  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth, treasurer,  auditor,  attorney  general,  councillor 
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for  the  sixth  councillor  district,  senator  for  the  fourth 
Middlesex  district,  representative  in  the  general  court  from 
thirty-first  Middlesex  district,  county  commissioner  for 
Middlesex  county,  two  special  commissioners,  district  attor- 
ney, register  of  probate  and  insolvency,  sheriff  repre- 
sentative in  congress. 

The  polls  will  be  opened  at  6 o’clock,  a.  m.,  and  will  be 
closed  at  4.30  o’clock  p.  m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post- 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the,  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  October 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 

SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 

JONATHAN  C.  HOWES, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 

Warrant  served  by  Wm.  L.  Pierce,  Constable. 
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RESULT  OF  THE  BALLOTING  AS  FURNISHED 
TO  THE  TOWN  CLERK  FROM  THE 
SEVERAL  PRECINCTS. 


GOVERNOR. 

Precinct 1 2 3 Total 

Alexander  B.  Bruce,  of  Lawrence,  Democratic,  . 56  91  182  329 

George  R.  Peare,  of  Lynn,  Soc.  Labor  Party, 4 2 6 12 

Winfield  P.  Porter,  of  Newburyport, 

Democratic  Social  Nomination  Paper, 1 1 2 4 

Samuel  B.  Shapleigh,  of  Boston,  Prohibition,  ...  6 9 4 19 

Roger  Wolcott,  of  Boston,  Republican, 370  524  480  1374 

Blanks, 10  16  36  62 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 

LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR. 

Michael  T.  Berry,  of  Haverhill,  Soc.  Lab.  Party, . 5 5 10  20 

W.  Murray  Crane,  of  Dalton,  Republican, 364  504  455  1323 

John  L.  Kilbon,  of  Lee,  Prohibition, 9 13  13  35 

Isaac  W.  Skinner,  of  Brockton, 

Democratic  Social  Nomination  Paper, 2 3 12  17 

Edward  J.  Slattery,  of  Framingham,  Democratic,  45  77  170  292 

Blanks 22  41  50  113 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 

SECRETARY. 

Charles  H.  Bradley,  of  Haverhill, 

Democratic  Social  Nomination  Paper. 5 3 11  19 

Henry  A.  Inman,  of  Newton,  Prohibition 6 9 11  26 

Henry  Lloyd,  of  Boston,  Democratic, 49  81  146  276 

William  M.  Olin,  of  Boston,  Republican, 350  499  450  1299 

James  F.  Stevens,  of  Boston,  Soc.  Lab.  Party,...  5 3 10  18 

Blanks, 32  48  82  162 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 
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TREASURER. 

Precinct  1 2 8 Total 

Martha  Moore  Avery,  of  Boston,  Soc.  Lab.  Party,  1 3 11  15 

Harry  J.  Jaquith,  of  Wellesley,  Democratic, 54  72  159  285 

Edward  P.  Shaw,  of  Newbury  port.  Republican,  . 337  496  440  1273 

Herbert  Morely  Small,  of  Templeton,  Prohibition,  13  11  9 33 

Charles  W.  White,  of  Winchester, 

Democratic  Social  Nomination  Paper,  4 2 6 12 

Blanks, 38  59  85  182 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 

AUDITOR.  ' 

Charles  S.  Grieves,  of  Amesbury, 

Democratic  Social  Nomination  Paper,  1 1 8 10 

John  W.  Kimball,  of  Fitchburg,  Republican, 343  491  432  1266 

John  Palme,  of  New  Bedford,  Soc.  Lab.  Party,..  3 3 10  16 

Charles  F.  Parker,  of  Boston,  Democratic,  54  80  159  293 

Walter  E.  Sanford,  of  Attleborough,  Prohibition,  5 9 11  25 

Blanks, 41  59  90  190 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Patrick  Kilroy,  of  Springfield,  Democratic, 40  74  159  273 

Hosea  M.  Knowlton,  of  New  Bedford,  Rep., 367  509  466  1342 

Clarence  E.  Spelman,  of  Westfield,  So.  Lab.  Party,  4 5 12  21 

Blanks 36  55  73  164 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 

COUNCILLOR,  (Sixth  District.) 

Marcellus  H.  Fletcher,  of  Lowell,  Democratic,..  61  85  187  333 

S.  Herbert  Howe,  of  Marlborough,  Republican, . 342  488  427  1257 

Blanks, 44  70  96'  210 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 

SENATOR,  (Fourth  Middlesex  District.) 

George  M.  Buttrick,  of  Everett,  Prohibition, 15  18  29  62 

Samuel  E.  O’Donnell,  of  Malden,  Democratic, ...  48  75  176  299 

George  E.  Smith,  of  Everett,  Republican, 342  495  432  1269 

Blanks,  42  55  73  170 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 
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REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT. 

(Thirty-first  Middlesex  District.) 

Precinct 1 2 3 Total 

Charles  H.  Adams,  of  Melrose,  Republican, 368  526  496  1390 

Arthur  M.  Willis,  of  Melrose,  Democratic, 60  94  183  337 

Blanks, 19  23  31  73 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER,  (Middlesex.) 

Frauds  Bigelow,  of  Natick,  Dem.,  Rep., 329  449  429  1207 

Blanks, 118  194  281  593 

Total 447  643  710  1800 

SPECIAL  COMMISSIONERS,  (Middlesex  County.) 

Truman  W.  Hagar,  of  Framingham,  Democratic,  39  57  139  235 

David  T.  Strange,  of  Stoneham,  Republican, 282  425  354  1061 

Edward  Everett  Thompson,  of  Woburn,  Rep.,  ••  260  399  347  1006 

George  W.  V an  Horn,  of  Melrose,  Democratic.  • • 68  83  166  317 

Blanks, 245  322  414  981 

Total, 894  1286  1420  3600 

DISTRICT  ATTORNEY,  (Northern  District.)  - 

Fred  N.  Wier,  of  Lowell,  Rep.,  Dem  , 321  455  446  1222 

Blanks, 126  188  264  578 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 

REGISTER  OF  PROBATE  AND  INSOLVENCY. 

(Middlesex  County.) 

Samuel  H.  Folsom,  of  Winchester,  Dem.,  Rep.,-.  340  465  446  1251 

Blanks, 107  178  264  549 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 

SHERIFF,  (Middlesex  County.) 

Henry  G.  Cushing,  319  448  448  1215 

Blanks, 128  195  262  585 

Total. 447  643  710  1800 
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REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS. 

(Seventh  District.) 

Precinct 1 2 S Total 

Joseph  F.  Malloney,  of  Lynn,  Soc.  Lab.  Party,  • • 1 4 5 

Walter  L.  Rarasdell,  of  Lynn,  Democratic, 89  145  278  512 

Ernest  W.  Roberts,  of  Chelsea,  Republican, 346  480  401  1227 

Blanks, 11  18  27  56 

Total, 447  643  710  1800 
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WARRANT  FOR  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  14th,  1898. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  in  the 
Cou7ity  of  Middlesex  : GREE  TING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  on  Monday,  the  fourteenth  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1898,  at  7.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  then  and  there 
to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz.: 

Article  I.  To  choose  a moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer  to 
pay  all  necessary  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  from 
January  ist,  1899,  in  anticipation  of  the  annual  appropria- 
tions, and  authorize  him  to  borrow  money  temporarily  for 
the  same  if  necessary,  by  request  of  the  treasurer. 

Art.  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer  to 
receive  from  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Warren, 
late  of  Melrose,  deceased,  such  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  in 
his  hands,  on  account  of  the  claim  of  the  town  of  Melrose 
against  the  estate  of  said  Warren,  and  hold  said  adminis- 
trator harmless  by  reason  of  his  making  payment  thereof 
prior  to  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  time  of  his 
appointment.  On  petition  of  the  overseers  of  poor. 

Art.  4.  To  see  if  the  town  will  reconsider  the  vote  passed 
October  3d,  1898,  wherein  the  town  voted  to  petition  the 
general  court  for  a city  charter,  and  act  thereon.  On  petition 
of  A.  V.  Lynde  and  others. 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  reduce  the  number  of 
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selectmen  to  be  elected  in  1899  and  thereafter,  from  five 
to  three.  On  petition  of  A.  V.  Lynde  and  others. 

Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  change  the  assessments, 
the  rates,  times  of  payments  and  collection  of  sewerage 
assessments,  and  act  thereon.  On  petition  of  A.  V.  Lynde 
and  others. 

Art.  7.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  town  to  report  upon  the  subject  of  addi- 
tional compensation  for  the  Melrose  men  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  and  to  authorize  the  town  treasurer  to  borrow 
money  to  carry  out  the  vote  of  the  town.  By  request  of  the 
committee. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  following  street 
as  laid  out  by  the  selectmen  : 

Beginning  at  a point  on  Richardson  road  about  200  feet 
north  of  the  junction  of  Richardson  road  and  Alpine  street 
and  running  northerly  about  350  feet  to  the  Wakefield  line, 
and  when  said  street  is  accepted  that  it  be  called  Renwick 
road. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  laying  out  of 
certain  main  drains  or  common  sewers,  as  laid  out  for  public 
use  by  the  sewer  commissioners,  as  provided  in  Chapter  50, 
Section  2,  of  the  Public  Statutes,  as  amended  by  the  Acts  of 
1895,  Chapter  423,  Section  24,  in  the  following  courts  and 
private  ways,  viz.  : 

Oliver  court,  from  Vine  street  southerly  over  land  of 
Mary  E.  Oliver.  Franklin  street,  northerly  to  Botolph 
street,  across  land  of  Chester  Shepard,  W.  S.  B.  Maine,  and 
George  W.  Crawford. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  jury  list  as 
revised  by  the  selectmen. 

Art.  II.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  a finance  com- 
mittee for  the  ensuing  year. 
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Art.  12.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  with  refer- 
ence to  the  invitation  of  the  city  of  Malden  to  join  with 
them  in  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  Mal- 
den as  a towm. 

Art.  13.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  reports  of  committees, 
and  for  the  transaction  of  any  other  business  that  may  legal- 
ly come  before  this  meeting. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  posting  at- 
tested copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days  be- 
fore the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-third  day  of  Jul}^  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 
JONATHAN  C.  HOWES, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY, 

SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 

Warrant  served  by  William  L.  Pierce,  Constable. 


Town  Meeting  Monday ; Kovemher  lA,  1898,  at  7.30  p. 
Meeting  opened  by  the  towm  clerk. 

Article  i.  Unanimously  elected  Levi  S.  Gould  to  be 
moderator. 
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Art.  2.  Voted,  unanimously,  That  the  treasurer  be,  and  is 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  all  necessary  expenses  which  may 
be  incurred  from  January  ist,  1899,  in  anticipation  of  the 
annual  appropriation,  said  amounts  to  be  charged  to  the 
several  appropriations.  Also  to  authorize  him  to  borrow 
money  temporarily  for  the  same  if  necessary. 

Art.  3.  Voted,  unanimously.  That  the  town  treasurer  be 
authorized  to  receive  from  the  administrator  of  the  estate 
of  John  Warren,  late  of  Melrose,  deceased,  such  sum  or 
sums  as  may  be  in  his  hands  on  account  of  the  claim  of  the 
town  of  Melrose  against  the  estate  of  said  Warren,  and 
hold  said  administrator  harmless  by  reason  of  his  making 
payment  thereof,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  two  years  from 
the  time  of  his  appointment.  On  petition  of  the  overseers  of 
the  poor. 

Art.  4.  Reconsideration  refused. 

Art.  6.  Not  a vote. 

Voted,  to  adjourn,  sine  die. 

E.  K.  BORDMAN, 

Town  Clerk. 


WARRANT  FOR  MEETING 
DECEMBER  12th,  1898. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex : GREETING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
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Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  on  Monday,  the  twelfth  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1898,  at  7.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  then  and  there  to 
act  on  the  following  articles,  viz.  : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  jury  list  as 
revised  by  the  selectmen. 

Art.  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  a finance  com- 
mittee for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  4.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  with  refer- 
ence to  the  invitation  of  the  city  of  Malden  to  join  with 
them  in  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  Mal- 
den as  a town. 

Art.  5.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  town  to  report  upon  the  subject  of  addi- 
tional compensation  for  the  Melrose  men  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  and  to  authorize  the  town  treasurer  to  borrow 
money  to  carry  out  the  vote  of  the  town,  by  request  of  the 
committee. 

Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  laying  out  of 
certain  main  drains  or  common  sewers,  as  laid  out  for  public 
use  by  the  sewer  commissioners,  as  provided  in  Chapter  50, 
Section  2,  of  the  Public  Statutes,  as  amended  by  the  Acts  of 
1895,  Chapter  423,  Section  24,  in  the  following  courts  and 
private  ways,  viz.  : 

Oliver  court  from  Vine  street,  southerly  over  land  of 
Mary  E.  Oliver.  Franklin  street,  northerly  to  Botolph 
street,  across  land  of  Chester  Shepard,  W.  S.  B.  Maine,  and 
George  W.  Crawford. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  highway 
department. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer  to 
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borrow  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  payment  of 
salaries  to  the  tax  collectors. 

Art.  9.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee on  city  charter. 

Art.  10.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  reports  of  committees, 
and  for  the  transaction  of  any  other  business  which  may 
legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post- 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days 
before  the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  fifth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 
JONATHAN  C.  HOWES, 

EUGENE  H MOORE, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY, 

SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 

Warrant  served  by  William  L.  Pierce,  Constable. 


Town  Meeting.  Monday,  December  12th,  1898,  at 
7^30  p.  m. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Sidney  H.  Buttrick,  chairman 
of  the  selectmen,  in  the  absence  of  the  town  clerk,  on 
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account  of  illness.  W.  DeHaven  Jones  was  unanimously 
chosen  town  clerk,  pro  tern.  Polls  were  opened  and  ballots 
used. 

Article  i.  Unanimously  elected  Levi  S.  Gould  to  be 
moderator. 

Art.  2.  Voted,  To  accept  the  jury  list  as  revised  by  the 
selectmen,  excusing  the  following  at  their  request  : 

Thomas  T.  Bailey.  J.  Augustus  Barrett. 

George  Berry.  Oscar  F.  Frost. 

Frank  Messenger.  Charles  E.  Palmer. 

Edwin  S.  Small. 

And  adding 

Frank  E.  Morton.  . Charles  A.  Messenger. 

Art.  3.  Voted,  That  the  finance  committee,  which  served 
the  town  so  faithfully  last  year,  be  re-elected  for  the  next 
year,  and  have  the  same  powers. 

Art.  4.  Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Melrose,  in  town 
meeting  assembled,  accept  the  cordial  invitation  of  the  city 
of  Malden,  to  join  with  them  in  the  celebration  of  the  250th 
anniversary  of  its  incorporation  as  a town,  on  the  22d  and 
23d  days  of  May,  1899,  and  it  is  therefore 

Voted,  That  a committee  of  nine,  including  the  moderator 
of  this  meeting,  be  appointed  by  the  moderator,  to  meet 
with  the  committee  of  the  city  of  Malden,  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  co-operate  with  them 
in  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  its  incorpora- 
tion as  a town. 
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Art.  5.  Voted,  To  indefinitely  postpone. 

Art.  6.  Voted,  To  accept  the  laying-  out  of  certain  main 
-drains  or  common  sewers,  as  laid  out  for  public  use  by  the 
sewer  commissioners,  as  provided  in  Chapter  50,  Section  2, 
of  the  Public  Statutes,  as  amended  by  the  Acts  of  1895, 
Chapter  423,  Section  24,  in  the  following  courts,  and  private 
ways,  viz : Oliver  court  from  Vine  street,  southerly  over 
land  of  Mary  E.  Oliver,  P'ranklin  street,  northerl}'  to 
Botolph  street,  across  land  of  Chester  Shepard,  W.  S.  B. 
Maine,  and  George  W.  Crawford. 

Art.  7.  Voted,  That  the  town  treasurer  is  authorized  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  ($1,500.00),  dollars  for 
the  highway  department. 

Art.  8.  Voted,  That  the  town  treasurer  is  authorized  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  five  hundred  ($500.00)  dollars  for  the 
pa}  ment  of  salaries  to  the  tax  collectors. 

Art.  9.  Committee  on  city  charter  reported  progress. 

Voted,  That  when  this  meeting  adjourn  it  be  until  January 
3,  1899,  when  the  committee  on  city  charter  will  report. 

Art.  10.  No  business  under  this  article. 

Meeting  adjourned  until  January  3rd,  189Q,  at  7.30  o’clock, 
p.  m. 


Committee  appointed  by  the  moderator  to  co-operate 
with  Malden  in  the  celebration  of  its  250th  anniversary  of 
its  incorporation  as  a town. 
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Committee. 


Levi  S.  Gould. 
George  R.  Jones. 
Elbridge  H.  Goss. 
B.  Marvin  Fernald, 


Sidney  H.  Buttrick. 
Charles  H.  Adams. 
John  Larrabee. 
Stephen  F.  Keyes. 


Willis  C.  Goss. 


Attest : 

W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 


REPORT  OF  REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


Number  of  names  on  .voting  lists  per  last 
report,  November  i,  1897, 

Number  registered  February  16,  1898,  . 3 

23,  . .27 

26,  “ . .45 


2,439 


75 


Total  March  i,  1898,  ....  2,514 

Number  dropped  in  September  (not  includ- 
ed in  assessors’  list  May  i,  . . . 231 


Registered  September  22,  1898, 
October  6, 

13,  “ 

20, 

29,  “ 


- 23 

. 14 

5 

• 13 

. 120 


2,283 


175 


Total  November  i,  1898, 
Divided  into  precincts  as  follows  : 
Precinct  i,  . . . 

“2,  ... 

“ 3,  • • • 


2.458 


570 

907 

981 


2,458 
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REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS. 


WOMEN  VOTERS. 

Number  of  names  on  voting  list  as  per  last 


report,  November  i,  1897,  • • • 33^ 

Number  dropped,  removed,  ...  7 


324 

Registered  February  26,  1898,  ...  5 


Total  November  i,  1898,  . . . 329 

Divided  into  precincts  as  follows  : 

Precinct  i,  . . . . . -78 


3 78 

— 329 

Respectfully  submitted, 

VICTOR  C.  KIRMES, 

CHARLES  W.  COCHRANE, 
EDGAR  R.  SOMES, 

W.  DeHAVEN  JONES, 

(Town  Clerk,  pro  tern.) 
Registrars  of  Voters. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  Melrose  : 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  221  of  the 
Acts  of  the  year  1889,  I have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 

I have  examined  the  books  of  the  treasurer,  collector, 
water  registrar,  and  sewer  department,  and  find  them  cor- 
rectly kept  and  proper  vouchers  for  all  the  transactions  they 
contain. 

In  compliance  with  the  vote  of  the  town,  I have  compiled 
the  annual  town  report,  and  submit  the  same. 

Respectfully, 

EDWIN  C.  GOULD, 

Auditor. 
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EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  MELROSE 


FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1898, 

As  compiled  by  the  auditor  from  the  original  vouchers. 


ASSESSORS’  CONTINGENT. 

Balance,  1897 $228  90 

Appropriation,  .....  300  00 

S528  90 

EXPENDED. 

Bankers  and  Tradesman  Co.,  weekly,  . $5  00 

Cash,  sundries,  expenses,  paper,  inks,  etc.,  45  13 


Cox,  Mabel  S.,  transfers,  . . . 122  75 

Deering,  J.  P.  & Co.,  stock  for  desk,  . 2 42 

Dunton  & Potter,  printing  cards  and  polls,  184  00 
Maynard  & Noyes,  stationery,  . . 3 70 

Ripley,  T.  W.,  street  books,  . 13  00 

Upham,  F.  R.,  horse  hire,  . . . 65  00 

Woodward,  D.  R.,  labor  on  desk,  . 3 25 

S444  25 


$84  65 


Balance, 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


83 


CEMETERY. 

RECEIPTS. 


Cash  for  dressing,  ..... 

^3 

50 

“ “ foundation,  .... 

1 1 1 

56 

“ ‘‘  single  graves,  .... 

III 

00 

“ “ interments,  .... 

531 

50 

“ “ labor,  . . . . 

1 1 

00 

“ “ care  of  lots. 

1,295 

25 

“ sale  of  lots,  .... 

C530 

00 

“ “ rent  of  Pratt  farm,  . 

105 

00 

“ “ vaults,  ..... 

100 

00 

“ “ wood 

17 

00 

EXPENDED. 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E.,  lime,  cement,  etc.. 

^45 

85 

Boston  & Maine  R.  R.,  freight. 

34 

16 

Boardman  & Co.,  W.  W.,  hacking. 

4 

00 

Bugbee  & Barrett,  sundries,  . 

6 

45 

Burrell,  W.  A.,  paper  for  Pratt  house,  . 

7 

II 

Casey,  C.,  flowers,  ..... 

26 

25 

Dunton  & Potter,  printing,  . 

3 

50 

Goss,  C.  B.  & F.  H.,  cement. 

10 

00 

Gould,  Edwin  C.,  services,  1898,  . 

75 

35 

Hildreth,  H.  V.,  covering  stones,  . 

65 

22 

Hocking,  A.,  P.  M.,  stamps,  . 

18 

00 

Kunhardt,  L.  Henry,  salary,  1898, 

25 

00 

Larrabee,  John,  salary,  1898, 

25 

00 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  telephone. 

50 

Amount  carried  forward, 


S3.815  81 


^3.815  81 
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Amount  brought  forward, 


Library  bureau,  lot  book. 

$10 

00 

McCoubry,  Thomas,  stock  and  labor,  . 

2 

58 

McDonald  & Co.,  D.,  capstone, 

19 

25 

Maclachlan,  A.  L.,  repairing  strap. 

50 

Marshall,  James,  manure. 

12 

50 

Melrose  Hardware  Co.,  pump. 

8 

00 

Newhall,  F.  E.,  cap  stone. 

52 

00 

Newhall,  George,  salary,  1898, 

25 

00 

Norton,  Daniel,  duck,  .... 

4 

20 

Osgood  & Hart,  grates. 

14 

13 

Perry,  H.  J.,  hardware,  .... 

12 

77 

Riley,  J.  W.,  manure,  .... 

18 

00 

Sargent,  Wingate  P.,  and  estates  of  D. 

W.  Gooch  and  George  W.  Heath, 

deed  for  lots  as  per  vote  of  town. 

Dec.  9,  1897, 

0 

0 

00 

Smith  Bros.,  repairing  lawn  mower, 

3 

00 

Stevens,  W.  C.,  survey  and  contour  map. 

52 

00 

Upham,  F.  R.,  manure,  .... 

12 

00 

Washburn  & Son,  D.,  brick,  . 

II 

10 

Williams,  H.  B.,  repairing  lawn  mowers. 

5 

00 

Marshall,  Thos.,  Supt.,  5 mos.,  ^325  00 
Labor,  men  and  teams,  as  per 

pay  rolls,  3,371  30 

$3,696  30 


$4,804  72 

Expenditures  exceed  receipts,  $988.91 


$3,815  81 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


85 


CONTINGENT. 


Appropriation, 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash,  auctioneers’  licenses,  . . . S32  00 

“ milk,  “ . . 50  00 

“ carriage,  “ . . . 1 1 00 

“ collections  on  flag  staff,  86  25 

Transfer  from  numbering  buildings,  68 


Less  amount  overpaid,  1897, 


EXPENDED. 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  . $2  60 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E.,  cement  for  flag 

staff,  . . . . . . 26  00 

Burlen,  Robert,  binding  poll  list,  . i 25 

Burnett,  A.  J.,  stock  and  labor,  polling 

place, I 97 

Carrie  & Co.,  W.  A.,  treasurer’s  check 

book,  . . . . . 30  00 

Cheever,  F.  H.,  ringing  bell,  . . 8 00 

Dill  & Co.,  Jesse  A.,  lunches,  election 

ofiflcers,  ......  225  75 

Dimond  & Co.,  H.  C.,  stamps,  . . 2 98 


$3,500  00 


S179  93 


S3.679  93 
60 


S3.679  33 


Amount  carried  forward^  . 


S3.679  33 


86 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward^ 


Dunton  & Potter,  printing, 

^33 

20 

“ “ advertising. 

49 

CXD 

“ “ town  reports. 

650 

40 

“ “ collectors. 

135 

50 

“ “ registration. 

129 

30 

“ “ warrants. 

6 

00 

“ “ city  charter, 

20 

25 

Eastman’s  Express,  expressage,  . 

60 

Edwards,  Joseph,  stakes  and  ropes. 

10 

76 

Ellison,  C.  W.,  distributing  circulars. 

citizen’s  caucus,  .... 

9 

00 

Election  officers’  pay  roll,  March, 

145 

00 

“ “ “ “ May,  . 

25 

00 

“ “ “ “ Oct.  . 

40 

00 

“ “ “ Nov. 

220 

00 

Fuller,  G.  E.,  ringing  bell. 

8 

00 

Gately,  John  H.,  returning  deaths. 

26 

00 

Gould,  E.  C.,  stationery,  etc.. 

3 

65 

Goodnow,  W.  A.,  moving  polling 

booths, 

6 

00 

Greenough,  Adams  & Cushing,  record 

ink,  ...... 

I 

50 

Hawkes,  L.  G.,  trees,  .... 

4 

00 

Hocking,  A.,  P.  M.,  stamps. 

2 

00 

Hooper,  Lewis  & Co.,  books. 

7 

50 

Jones,  W.  DeHaven,  salary,  town  clerk 

pro  tern,  ..... 

50 

00 

Jones,  W.  DeHaven,  salary,  clerk  for 

selectmen,  ..... 

50 

00 

Kehoe,  Thomas,  repairing  cushion. 

3 

50 

83.679  35 


Amount  carried  forward^ 


83.679  35 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

87 

A mount  brought  forward, 

*3.679  33 

Knights,  Samuel,  ringing  bell. 

^8 

00 

Lambert,  J.  A.  “ . . 

8 

00 

Lancaster,  J.  J.,  repairing  damages  to 

Gobel  house,  .... 

33. 

51 

Lane,  Addison,  postage, 

29 

18 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  sundries. 

2 

80 

Lawley  & Son  Corporation,  Geo.,  flag 

pole,  ...... 

295 

00 

Lucey  Bros.,  damage  to  horse. 

15 

00 

Melrose,  Town  of,  highway  department, 

labor  on  foundation  to  flag  pole,  . 

69 

00 

Massey,  A.  ?.,  damage  to  building  rais- 

ing grade, 

38 

50 

Melrose,  Cooperative  Bank,  safe. 

87 

50 

Melrose  Journal,  sundry  printing. 

26 

75 

“ “ advertising. 

97 

72 

“ “ warrants. 

161 

50 

Mitchell,  A.  W.  Mfg.  Co.,  band  dater,  . 

I 

58 

Mitchell,  Henry,  new  town  seal,  . 

12 

00 

N.  E.  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co., 

telephone,  ..... 

96 

53 

Newhall,  George,  internal  revenue  stamps. 

7 

00 

Pay  roll,  forest  fire  wards,. 

62 

85 

Cain,  H.  W.,  M.  D.,  returning  births. 

I 

25 

Clark,  J.  S., 

4 

75 

Cowdrey,  A.  H., 

50 

Deal,  George  F.,  “ “ “ 

25 

Fish,  E.  C., 

2 

00 

Harlow,  C.  VV., 

2 

75 

Heath,  J.  W., 

25 

Amount  carried  forward, 


*3.679  33 


88 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward,  . . . S3, 679  33 


Jack,  E.  S.,  M.  D.,  returning  births, 

$ii 

00 

Jones,  L.  C.,  “ “ “ 

4 

50 

McCarthy,  C.  D.,  “ 

25 

Nickerson,  G.  W.,  “ “ “ 

25 

Odlin,  C.  C., 

15 

50 

O’Leary.  ].  A., 

25 

Randall,  F.  D., 

I 

00 

Rosson,  E.,  “ “ “ 

25 

Selee,  A.  M.,  “ “ 

3 

25 

Sullivan,  J.  S.,  “ 

2 

50 

Townsend,  W.  M.,  “ “ “ 

I 

75 

Wadsworth,  P.,  “ “ “ 

25 

Palmer,  D.  C.  V.,  standard  yard  stick,  . 

I 

50 

Perry,  H.  J.,  tacks,  .... 

28 

Pierce,  A.  B.,  posting  and  distributing 

town  reports  and  warrants. 

65 

00 

Pierce  & Son,  A.  B.,  returning  deaths. 

23 

25- 

Pierce,  W.  L.,  posting  and  distributing 

warrants,  ..... 

172 

50 

Ricker,  J.  E.,  sundries,  .... 

8 

10 

Ripley,  T.  W.,  record  book,  . 

4 

50 

Stone,  Mrs.  J.  E.,  damage  to  dress. 

4 

50 

Sturges,  F.  P.,  salary,  inspector  of  cattle. 

100 

00 

Troemner,  Henry,  standard  scales  and 

weights,  ...... 

$43 

85 

Tucker,  E.  E.,  ringing  bell,  . 

8 

00 

Walton  & Son,  O.,  returning  deaths. 

7 

00 

Warren  Co.,  M.  R.,  books. 

13 

69 

Washburn,  F.  L..  salary,  town  council,  . 

125 

00 

Wilkinson  & Co.,  A.  J.,  door  numbers,  . 

15 

40 

Woodward,  Mrs.  J.  E.,  repairing  flag,  . 

I 

50 

Yawman  & Erbe  M’fg  Co.,  blank 

cabinet,  ...... 

12 

50 

$3,646  20 


Balance  . 


S33 13 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


89 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Balance,  1897,  .... 

31 

Appropriation,  .... 

12,040  00 

Cash,  rent  of  land.  Hose  No.  3 lot. 

10  00 

Transfer  from  central  fire  station. 

8 07 

Transfer  from  tapper,  Highlands, 

5 43 

EXPENDED. 

Lynde,  A.  W.,  chief  engineer, 

. Si 50  00 

Holbrook,  J.  M.,  engineer. 

100  00 

Lear,  Samuel,  engineer  and  clerk. 

125  00 

S375  00 

Drivers. 

Allen,  Gustavus  F.,  . . . 

S25  56 

Edwards,  Charles  W., 

00 

VO 

Emerson,  Jos.  W. , 

531  90 

Newhall,  Leverett  D.,  . 

. 717  05 

Stockwell,  Dean  T. , 

. 768  93 

Whidden,  Robert  H.,  . . 

• 773  19 

' 

83,568  52 

Melrose  Steamer, 

Services  of  Men. 

Emerson,  J.  W.,  captain,  . . $12  50 

Hawkes,  T.  J.,  “ . . . 50  00 

Amount  carried  forward, 


^12,064  81 


1 2,064  81 


90 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward,  . . 12,064  81 

Edwards,  J.  H.,  engineer,  . . . $300  00 

Barrett,  W.  M 50  00 

Pembrook,  C.  W.  R.,  . . . . 50  00 

Sargent,  VV.  C., 50  00 

Stantial,  T.  B.,  . . . . . 50  00 

Stockwell,  VV.  H.,  . . . . 50  00 

Woodward,  C.  F.,  . . . , 50  00 

Woodward,  D.  H.,  . . . . 50  00 

Upham,  A.  L., 50  00 


$762  50 

Hook  and  Ladder  No.  i. 

Services  of  Men. 

Edwards,  J.,  • 

$50  00 

Armstrong,  W.  S., 

43  75 

Gibson,  D.  E., 

50  00 

Gordon,  C.  S., 

50  00 

Johnson,  W.  E., 

50  00 

Lynde,  W.  A., 

50  00 

McDonald,  A.  W., 

50  00 

Norton,  H.  R., 

50  00 

Parker,  D.  O., 

50  00 

Robertson,  H.  S.,  . 

50  00 

Stewart,  W.  H., 

50  00 

Tyzzer,  F.  H., 

50  00 

Tyzzer,  J.,  . . . 

50  00 

Wiswell,  D.  W. 

50  00 

S693  75 

Amoimt  carried  forward. 


$12,064  8r 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN.  QI 

Amount  brought  iorward,  . . $12,064  81 

N.  D.  Blake  Hose  No.  2. 

Services  of  Men. 

Hamlin,  J.  M.,  .....  $50  00 

Doherty,  C.  F.,  . . . . . 50  00 

Gibbons,  F.,  . . . . . . 50  00 

Gibbons,  J.  R.,  . . . . . 50  00 

Gibbons,  R.,  . . . . . . 50  00 

Owen,  C.  S., 50  00 

Simpson,  H.  W.,  . . . . . 50  00 

Thompson,  C.  B.,  . . . . . 50  00 

Riley,  Jr.,  W.  J., 50  00 

Riley,  Jr.,  W.  J.,  steward,  . . . 10  00 

Gibbons,  J.  R.,  steward,  . . . 30  00 


$490  00 

Highlands  Hose  No.  j. 

Services  of  Men. 

Morton,  F.  E.,  .....  $50  00 

Black,  J.  C., 50  00 

Cheever,  F.  H.,  . . . . . 50  00 

Day,  A.  E., 50  00 

Hebblethwaite,  J.  W.,  . . . . 50  00 

Loring,  A.  R.,  .....  50  00 

Singer,  H.  E.,  .....  50  00 

Warren,  M.  H.,  . . . . . 45  84 

Holly,  R., 14  67 


$410  51 

Amount  carried  forward,  . . $12,064  81 


92 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward,  . 

W E.  Barrett  Hose  No. 
Services  of  Men. 


Hiirnett,  A.  J.,  ..... 

$12  50 

Barker,  J.,  .....  . 

33  25 

Bayne,  G.  M.,  ..... 

37  50 

Carney,  W.  H 

50  00 

Critchett,  C.  J., 

50  00 

Johnson,  F.  B., 

12  50 

McKinnon,  C.  E.,  . 

50  00 

Marsh,  C.  E.,  . 

25  00 

Moore,  J.  W.,  ..... 

8 25 

Newman,  F.  C.,  . 

33  25 

Russell,  E.  W., 

50  00 

Russell,  G.  D.,  ..... 

50  00 

Smith,  E.,  .....  . 

33  25 

Vaughan,  V.,  . 

12  50 

Critchett,  C.  J.,  steward, 

40  00 

$498  00 

Miscellaneous  Bills. 

Abbott,  Downing  Co.,  hose  wagons. 

$900  00 

Altamont  Ice  Co.,  ice,  .... 

8 00 

Ame  & Co.,  standard  food. 

6 00 

American  Express  Co.,  .... 

90 

American  Fire  Hose  Co.,  hose. 

487  50 

American  Shearer  M’f’g  Co.,  combs  and 

cutter,  ...... 

3 30 

$12,064  81 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$12,064  81 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 
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Amount  brought  forward. 

$12,064  81 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E.,  coal,  hay  and  oats, 

$568 

51 

Boston  Coupling  Co.,  supplies. 

156 

28 

Boston  Incand’t  Mantle  Co.,  mantles. 

9 

25 

Boston  Plate  Glass  Co.,  glass. 

10 

80 

Broad  Gauge  Iron  Works,  supplies. 

12 

30 

Brock  Bros.,  stock  and  labor. 

18 

72 

Bugbee  & Barrett,  sundries. 

8 

34 

Burgess,  C.  S.,  sundries. 

2 

44 

Burnett,  A.  J.,  grate. 

7.S 

Chesterton,  & Co.,  A.  W.,  waste,  . 

2 

50 

Clement’s  Emporium,  dry  goods. 

6 

75 

Coburn,  F.  G.,  pine,  .... 

3 

60 

Davis’  Express,  expressage, 

40 

Deering  & Co.,  J.  P.,  lumber. 

66 

38 

Dinsmore  & Co.,  S.  A.,  germol, 

10 

00 

Dunton  & Potter,  reports  and  printing. 

12 

00 

Eagle  Oil  and  Supply  Co.,  solarine. 

20 

00 

P^astman’s  Express,  expressage  and 

teaming,  ...... 

69 

45 

Edwards,  Joseph,  coal  wagon  and  pung, 

160 

00 

“ “ stock  and  labor. 

93 

19 

Garey,  C.  C.,  gas  check. 

3 

50 

Goss,  C.  B.  & F.  PI.,  coal,  hay  and  oats. 

582 

19 

Holbrook  & Norton,  sundries, 

52 

83 

Hudson  Oil  Co.,  C.  W.,  oil,  . 

4 

00 

Hunt,  H.,  repairs,  ..... 

2 

00 

Jordan  & Christie,  brushes,  . 

3’ 

50 

Keating,  P.  S.,  hauling  Hose  2, 

70 

00 

Langiell,  W.  D.,  harness  and  repairs,  . 

88 

45 

Lear,  S.,  stock  and  labor. 

6 

25 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  sundries. 

3 

35 

Anioimt  carried  forward,  . 


Si 2,064  8 


94 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward, 

Lynde,  A.  W.,  mason  work,  . . $44  00 

Maclachlan,  A.  L.,  supplies,  . 10  00 

Marsh,  C.  F.,  hauling  Hose  4,  . . 14  00 

Malden  Electric  Co.,  lights  and  labor,  122  31 
Malden  & Melrose  Gas  Co.,  gas,  . . 140  58 

McCoubry  T.,  horse-shoeing,  . . 131  13 

Melrose  Club  Stable,  teams  for  fire 

alarm, 1 1 50 

Melrose  Journal,  signs,  ....  50 

Melrose,  Town  of.  Sewer  Dept.,  stock 

and  labor,  . . . . . 25  74 

Merrill,  G.  P.,  horse-shoeing,  . . 15  13 

. Moulton  & Co.,  C.  W.  H.,  extinguish- 
ers, etc., 168  00 

N.  E.  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co., 

rental  of  telephone,  . . . 74  60 

Newhall,  Mrs.  M.,  washing,  . . . 20  75 

Newhall,  L.  D.,  horse  boots,  . . i 50 

Norfolk  Manufacturing  Co.,  soap  pow- 
der, ......  3 9b 

Page,  Jr.,  C.  A.,  labor,  . . . . 8 00 

Parker,  A.  W.,  team  for  fire  alarm,  . 28  00 

Pearce  & Co.,  W.  A.,  acct.  central  fire 

station,  . . . . . . 16  12 

Perry,  H.  J.,  hardware,  . . . . 35  63 

Pettingill,  Andrew  & Co.,  supplies,  . 14  25 

Ripley,  C.  A.,  milling,  . . . . 3 25 

Robertson,  H.  S.,  painting,  etc.,  . . 90  32 

Russell,  James,  Boiler  Works,  repairs,  3 53 

Smith  Bros.,  repairing,  ....  85 


12,064  81 


Amount  carried  forward, 


;^I2,o64  8 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


95 


Amount  bt ought  forward, 


$\2,o6^  8 1 


Stevens,  George  M.,  vitrol  and  zinc, 

$214  II 

Stockwell,  Mrs.  D.  F.,  washing, 

88  25 

Sturges,  F.  P.,  adjusting  horses. 

2 00 

Tyzzer,  F.  H.,  stock  and  repairs, 

130  25 

Tyzzer,  Josiah,  labor,  fire  alarm,  . 

4 00 

Useful  Novelty  Co.,  salt  bricks,  . 

2 40 

Warren,  M.  H.,  labor,  . . . . 

2 00 

Wheeler  & Co.,  J.  W.,  mud  guards. 

5 25 

Whidden,  R.  H.,  hoof  ointment,  . 

3 00 

Williams,  J.  S.,  supplies. 

28  40 

Woodward,  D.  R.,  stock  and  labor. 

24  65 

Woodward,  H.  W.,  stock  and  labor. 

1 18  30 

Wyoming  Lodge  trustees,  rent  and 

water,  ...... 

206  00 

85,261;  69 

RECAPITULATION. 

Engineers,  ...... 

$375  00 

Drivers,  ...... 

3.568  52 

Steamer,  ...... 

762  50 

Hook  and  Ladder,  . . . . 

693  75 

N.  D.  Blake  Hose,  No.  2,  . . 

490  00 

Highland  Hose,  No.  3,  . 

410  51 

W.  E.  Barrett  Hose,  No.  4,  . 

498  00 

Miscellaneous  bills,  . . . . 

5,265  69 

^12,063  97 


Balance, 


84 


g6 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Balance,  1897, ^84  23 

Appropriation,  .....  2,000  00 
Cash  received,  plumber’s  license,  . i 00 


EXPENDED. 

Barker,  J.  T.,  services  as  inspector. 

^375 

03 

“ “ examination  of  plumbers, 

22 

00 

“ “ postage  and  book. 

I 

30 

Brock  Bros.,  pan,  ..... 

2 

05 

Dew,  G.  W.,  making  signs. 

10 

00 

Dole,  Wm.  H.  postage  stamps,  etc,. 

I 

68 

“ " “ burying  dog,  . 

I 

00 

Dunton  & Potter,  printing  and  advertis- 

ing.   

19 

50 

Higgins,  Thos.  R.,  removing  dead  hogs 

and  calf,  ...... 

13 

50 

Leighton,  E.  L.,  typewriting. 

I 

25 

Mass.  Asso.  Boards  of  Health,  dues. 

4 

50 

Melrose  Journal,  printing  and  advertis- 

ing,   

15 

75 

McLaughlin,  F.  M.,  acting  agent,  1898, 

25 

00 

Philpot,  R.,  collecting  swill. 

1,225 

00 

“ “ burying  dogs, 

3 

00 

Sanborn,  J.  E.,  travelling  expenses,  etc.. 

8 

40 

Warren,  E.  L.,  fumigating, 

8 

00 

Woods,  T.  M.,  services  as  inspector, 

166 

68 

“ “ examination  of  plumbers. 

6 

00 

Woodward,  D.  R.,  making  signs,  . 

2 

50 

$2,085  23 


$1,912  14 


Balance, 


S173  09 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


97 


HIGHWAYS. 


Balance,  1897,  .... 

$8 

39 

Appropriation,  ... 

. 20,000 

00 

Transfer  from  Sewall  Woods  road, 

8 

08 

“ “ street  signs. 

09 

“ “ stone  crusher. 

65 

RECEIPTS. 

Barton,  C.  J.,  loam,  .... 

^7  50 

Ellis,  F.  E.,  crushed  stone, 

257  40 

Farrar,  S.  D.,  labor,  .... 

3 75 

Geist,  J.,  loam,  ..... 

18  50 

Goss,  C.  B.  & F.  H.,  labor,  . 

9 75 

Leighton,  W.  F.,  dirt,  .... 

3 00 

Lynn  & Boston  R.  R.,  removing  snow, 

1.953  78 

McGregor  W.  P.,  dirt,  .... 

3 75 

Medford,  City  of,  use  of  roller. 

524  00 

Melrose,  Town  of,  contingent,  labor  on 

flag  pole,  ..... 

69  00 

Melrose,  Town  of,  sewer  department, 

repairing  concrete. 

31  00 

Melrose,  Town  of,  sidewalk  department. 

labor,  

188  49 

Murphy,  J.,  loam,  .... 

2 00 

New  England  Telephone  & Telegraph 

Co.,  labor,  ..... 

10  56 

Norris  & Co.,  stone,  .... 

16  25 

Philpot,  John,  dirt,  .... 

I 00 

Aniomit  carried  forward, 


$20,017  21 


7 


98 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward,  . . . $20,017  21 

Philpot,  Robert,  stone,  . . . $54  00 

“ “ old  engine  house,  . 26  50 

Ta>dor  Iron  & Steel  Co.,  sundries  re- 
turned, . . . . . . 28  20 

Uphatn,  F.  R.,  loam,  . . . . 13  90 

Wakefield  & Stoneham  R.  R.,  removing 

snow,  . . . . . . 35  00 

Waterhouse,  W.  A.,  dirt,  . . . 6 00 

Cash  returned  from  pay  rolls,  not 

called  for,  . . . . . 18  00 

^3.281  33 


$23,298  54 


EXPENDED. 


Ames  Plow  Co.,  post  auger. 

$i 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage. 

I 

60 

A.nderson,  G.  P.,  oil,  .... 

5 

00 

Anderson  Painting  Co.,  sign. 

75 

Anthony  & Son,  B.  F.,  repairs  on  roller, 

425 

98 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E.,  hay. 

114 

37 

Boston  & Maine  R.  R.,  freight. 

1 12 

61 

Brock  Bros.,  pipe  fitting  and  labor. 

28 

12 

Brown  Patrick,  no  loads  sand. 

27 

50 

Bugbee  & Barrett,  oats  and  sundries,  . 

84 

74 

Cheever,  A.  L.,  sweeping  crossings, 

20 

00 

Chesterton  & Co.,  A.  W.,  supplies,  oil, 

etc.,  ...... 

136 

35 

Coyle,  P'rank  E.,  shovels  and  axes. 

8 

05 

Deering  & Co.,  J.  P.,  lumber. 

155 

05 

Dinsmore  & Co.,  S.  A.,  germol, 

10 

00 

Eastman’s  Express,  expressage,  . 

28 

84 

Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$23,298  54 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


99 


A mount  brought  forward,  . 

Edwards,  Joseph,  sled,  . 

“ “ stock  and  labor, 

Ellis,  M.  rent  of  stable, 

Fletcher,  A.,  repairing  steps, 

Forgie  & Son,  J.,  blankets  and  straps,  . 
Frost  & Hawes,  oil  and  sundries. 
Gibbons,  Joseph,  snow  plowing, 

“ “ 485  loads  sand,  . 

Goss,  C.  B.  & F.  H.,  hay,  oats  and  straw, 
“ “ “ coal,  cement,  etc.. 

Gray,  Peter,  lanterns,  . . . . 

Heeler  Powder  Co.,  gelatine. 

Hill,  Jr.,  A.,  203  loads  gravel. 

Hill  & Hill,  harness  oil, 

Hinckley,  L.  Pk,  brooms, 

Hoffman,  C.  L.,  snow  plowing, 

“ concreting  crossings,  ' 
building  catch  basin,  . 
Houghton,  J.  H.,  toggle  bearings  and 
stud,  ...... 

Hudson  Oil  Co.,  C.  W.,  harness  oil. 
Hunt  & Co.,  G.  W.,  shovels,  brooms,  etc., 
Ingersoll,  Sergeant  Drill  Co.,  supplies, 
Jefts,  E.,  stock  and  labor, 

Kelley  & Son,  B.  F.,  repairing  heater,  . 
Langiell,  W.  D.,  stock,  repairing,  etc.,  . 
Larrabee  & Stearns,  medicines, 
Lindskog,  E.,  painting  carts. 

Lux,  Jr.,  Anthony,  snow  plowing, 
Lynde,  A.  W.,  “ “ . . 

“ “ 133  loads  gravel. 


S30 

00 

120 

20 

60 

00 

5 

00 

27 

53 

10 

91 

119 

71 

00 

50 

426 

26 

592 

58 

5 

00 

39 

96 

20 

30 

I 

75 

I 

00 

50 

75 

155 

09 

6 

10 

9 

50 

3 

00 

77 

40 

15 

27 

5 

63 

15 

50 

4 

70 

2 

35 

43 

08 

105 

00 

34 

25 

13 

30 

$23,298  54 


Amount  carried  forward,  . 


823,298  54 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . . . $23,298  54 


Lynde,  A.  V.,  382  loads  gravel, 

$38  20 

McBeth,  A.,  horse  shoeing,  . 

23  93 

McCoubry,  Thomas,  horse  shoeing. 

stock  and  labor,  .... 

219  30 

Malden  Veterinary  Hospital,  visit. 

2 00 

Marshall,  J.,  salary  as  superintendent. 

12^  months,  ..... 

1,041  65 

Martin,  Wm.  H.,  stationery,  stamps. 

etc.,  ...... 

5 10 

Metcalf,  A.  S.,  labor,  .... 

70 

Newhall,  F.  E.,  covering  stone,  crossing. 

catch  basins,  and  paving  stone. 

725  33 

Philpot,  John,  snow  plowing. 

51  80 

“ “ concrete  crossing,  . 

8 50 

“ Robert,  snow  plowing. 

186  25 

Perrin,  Seamans  & Co.,  dynamite. 

13  50 

Perry,  H.  J.,  hardware,  .... 

•113  21 

Poor,  Mather,  mason  work,  . 

14  25 

“ “ 42  loads  gravel. 

4 20 

Ricker,  J.  E.,  sundries,  .... 

85 

Sampson,  Geo.  H.,  forcite,  etc.. 

167  45 

Sanborn,  F.  E.,  wire  for  tree. 

2 10 

Smith  Bros.,  sharpening  tools. 

2 00 

Steele  & Condict,  plates  for  crusher,  . 

135  35 

Stevens,  Harry,  drain  pipe,  . 

275  52 

Stevens,  W.  C.,  surveying. 

72  00 

Sturges,  ¥.  P.,  V.  S.,  visits  and  medicine, 

16  00 

Taylor  Iron  and  Steel  Co.,  plates  for 

crusher,  ...... 

203  38 

Typewriter  Exchange,  use  of  machine. 

4 50 

Tyzzer,  ¥.  H.,  stock  and  labor  on  roller. 

4 00 

Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$23  298  54 
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lOI 


A mount  brought  forward,  , 

Wellman  Sole  Cutting  Machine  Co., 

repairing  steam  roller,  and  stock,  Si8  8o 

Wilbur  Seed  Meal  Co.,  white  rock 

packing,  ......  i 72 

Wood  & Co.,  W.  A.,  oils,  . . . 45  18 

Woodward,  D.  R.,  stock  and  labor,  . 6 70 

Labor,  men  and  teams,  as  per  pay  rolls,  21,529  71 

;S28,i43  26 

Amount  overdrawn,  ^4,844.72. 

Treasurer  authorized  to  borrow  $5,000.00 

INSURANCE. 


Appropriation,  .....  $712  62 

Rebate  on  old  engine  house,  . . 9 08 


EXPENDED. 

Burrell,  Wm.  A.,  .....  $37  50 

Buttrick,  S.  H.,  . . . . . 5^  75 

Gilman,  L.  W.,  . . . . 75  00 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and 

Insurance  Co.,  ....  325  00 

Leighton,  R.  B.,  . . . . 165  00 

Lovejoy,  S.  A., 45  00 

Melchert,  A.  A., 75  00 

M’Coy,  G.  M., 45  00 

Rose,  W.  G., 1 15  88 

Selee,  N.  P., 50  00 

Small  & Co.,  E.  S.,  ....  293  55 

Swett,  C.  C.,  . . . . . 37  50 

Westgate  & Johnson,  . . . . 191  25 

^1,507  43 


$23,298  54 


$721  70 


Amount  overdrawn,  $785.73.^ 
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INTEREST. 


Balance,  1897,  ....  $2,230  83 

Appropriation,  ....  25,072  36 

$27,303  19. 


RECEIPTS. 


From  Collector  of  Taxes,  Interest  Collected. 


Taxes  of  1892,  ..... 

12 

“ 1893.  ... 

7 

38 

“ 1894,  . . . . 

1 1 

25 

“ 1895, 

32 

49 

“ 1896,  

1-378 

22 

“ 1897.  . . . . . 

3,892 

75 

“ 1898, 

182 

28 

On  deposits,  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1898, 

589 

46 

Accrued  interest,  schoolhouse  loan. 

127 

78 

$6,228  73 

S33.331 92 

EXPENDED. 


Coupons,  central  fire  station. 

. $800  00 

“ schoolhouse  loan,  . 

- . 6,980 

00 

“ sewer  loan. 

. 13,320 

00 

“ town  hall  loan. 

0 

0 

00 

00 

Austin,  J.  S.,  . 

Note,  80 

00 

Baker,  E.  F.,  . 

“ 61 

22 

Barron,  S.  F.,  ... 

“ 14 

00 

$33,531  92 


Amount  carried  forward, 
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Amount  brought  forzvard,  . . . ^33>53i  92 


Cemetery  trust  funds,  .... 

$183 

00 

Goss,  P>.  H.,  trustee  public  library.  Note, 

80 

00 

Haskell,  Mrs.  L.  C.,  . . “ 

195 

00 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . . “ 

3.285 

98 

Odlin,  C.  C.,  . 

28 

00 

Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  “ 

0 

00 

00 

Schoolhouse  loan  sinking  fund. 

425 

15 

Sewer  loan  sinking  fund, 

226 

57 

Toothaker,  E.,  fund,  .... 

33 

49 

Water  loan  sinking  fund  commissioners’ 

surplus,  ...... 

195 

13 

— $28,547  54 

Balance, 

$4,984  38 

MELROSE  HOSPITAL. 


Appropriation, 


I 500  00 


EXPENDED. 


Melrose  Hospital,  . 


$500  00 


MEMORIAL  DAY. 


Appropriation,  .....  $200  00 


EXPENDED. 


U.  S.  Grant  Post  No.  4,  Department  of 
Massachusetts,  G.  A.  R., 


15200  00 
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MILITARY  AID. 


Balance,  ......  $26  50 

Appropriation,  .....  250  00 

$276  50 

EXPENDED. 

As  per  pay  rolls,  .....  ^^532  00 

Less  one-half  to  be  refunded  by  state,  266  00 

$266  00 


Balance,  .......  ;^I0  50 


PARK  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation.  .....  $300  00 


EXPENDED. 


Burgess,  C.  S.,  grass  seed, 

$3  00 

Folsom,  W.  N.,  labor  on  Sewall  Park, 

25  00 

Fuller,  G.  E.,  care  of  vase. 

5 00 

Howard,  O.,  labor,  .... 

58  80 

Jones  & Co.,  M.  D.,  settees,  . 

22  40 

Lynde,  A.  W.,  labor  of  men,  . 

174  01 

Wilson,  G.,  cleaning  up  common,  . 

5^00 

$293  21 

Balance,  ....... 

$6  79 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Balance,  1897,  . . 

%\  58 

Appropriation,  .... 

. 9,675  00 

Cash  received,  court  fees. 

• 591  54 

“ “ house  of  correction. 

165  00 

EXPENDED. 

Sio,433  12 

Paid  officers,  services  rendered. 


McLaughlin,  F.  M.,  chief. 

. $ 1 ,000  00 

Brigham,  A.  L.,  . 

. 515  00 

Brown,  H.,  .... 

912  50 

Caswell,  Wm.  A.,  . 

725.00 

Doherty,  W.  H., 

• 633  00 

Drown,  0.  E.,  ... 

912  50 

Fogg,  C.  F.  W 

912  50 

Fuller,  G.  E.,  ... 

. 518  30 

McCarthy,  W.  C.,  . 

912  50 

Pineo,  A.  H.,  .... 

912  50 

Rand,  R.  M.,  .... 

912  50 

Thompson,  C.  B.,  . 

. 536  50 

Wing,  C.  J 

68  50 

Barker,  J.  T.,  . 

6 75 

Crockett,  A.  L.,  . 

13  25 

Goodwin,  F.  H., 

6 75 

Hanley,  M.  J.,  ... 

6 75 

Hinds,  J.  J.,  . 

6 75 

Lynde,  A.  W., 

14  25 

Marsh,  P.  E.,  ... 

50  00 

Palmeter,  S.  H., 

6 75 

Sherburn,  E.  E.,  . 

78  50 

$9,661  05 

Amount  carried  forward,  . 


Sio,433  12 


I06  EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

Amount  brought  forward,  . . . $10,43312 


Miscellaneous  Bills. 


Altamont  Ice  Co.,  ice,  .... 

^3 

50 

Badger  & Co.,  W.  B.,  chair,  . 

2 

50 

Bay  State  Brick  Co.,  brick,  . 

20 

00 

Boardman  & Co.,  VV.  W.,  hacking, 

I 

00 

Brock  Bros.,  sundries. 

7 

97 

Burnett,  A.  J.,  strainer,  .... 

I 

00 

Casey,  J.,  whitewashing  lockup,  . 

5 

50 

Chandler,  L.  E.,  horse-clipping,  . 

6 

00 

Clement's  Emporium,  blankets. 

2 

50 

Coburn,  F.  G.,  brick,  .... 

12 

75 

Dailey,  Charles  W.,  use  of  equipments. 

20 

00 

Dunton  & Potter,  printing  and  station- 

ery,   

1 1 

00 

Eastman’s  Express,  expressing. 

4 

90 

Edwards,  Joseph,  stock  and  labor. 

62 

40 

Emery,  W.  B.,  padding  cell,  . 

85 

00 

Franklin,  A.  B.,  pipes  .... 

6 

00 

Frost  & Hawes,  sundries. 

80 

Fuller,  G.  E.,  care  of  lockup. 

12 

50 

Fuller,  G.  E.,  meals  for  prisoners. 

5 

75 

Hinckley,  L.  F.,  crackers. 

10 

35 

Hoyt,  L.  C.,  stock  and  labor. 

1 1 

82 

Jordan  & Christie,  brush  and  duster. 

4 

50 

Lane  Bros.,  mason  work. 

6 

80 

Langiell,  VV.  D.,  stock  and  labor,  and 

harness,  ...... 

41 

95 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  medicine. 

25 

Amount  carried  forward. 


$10,433  12 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

*10,433  12 

Lynde,  A.  VV.,  mason  work,  . 

$15 

12 

McCoubry,  T.,  horse  shoeing, 

^7 

30 

McGuire,  P.  J.,  services, 

40 

00 

McLaughlin,  F.  M.,  travelling  expenses. 

17 

44 

Melrose  Club  stable,  boarding  horse. 

254 

00 

Melrose  Journal,  advertising. 

I 

00 

Meek,  H.  M.,  directory. 

2 

00 

Merrill,  C.  A.,  stationery. 

4 

25 

Morss  & Whyte,  railing. 

18 

00 

Morss  & Whyte,  netting. 

I 

50 

N.  E.  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co., 

rent  of  telephone,  .... 

9 

00 

Norton,  D.,  rope  and  labor,  . 

17 

64 

Paine  Furniture  Co.,  chiffonier. 

5 

50 

Perry,  H.  ].,  tacks,  .... 

28 

Pettengill,  Andrews  Co.,  alarm  bell, 

5 

25 

Scott,  J.,  mason  work,  .... 

38 

09 

Smith  & Co.,  G.  W.  & F.,  cell  door. 

25 

00 

Sturges,  F.  P.,  V.  S.,  services  and  medi- 

cine, horse,  ..... 

1 1 

00 

Twitched  & Co.,  C.  A.,  badges. 

3 

90 

Tyzzer,  F.  H.,  repairing  wagon, 

15 

00 

Warren  Co.,  M.  R.,  stationery  and  books. 

7 

50 

Woodward,  D.  R.,  stock  and  labor, 

2 

66 

$10 

.519 

22 

Amount  overdrawn,  $86.10. 
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POOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Balance,  1897,  .....  $229  34 

Appropriation,  .....  7,500  00 

S7.729  34 


RECEIPTS. 


Boston,  City  of,  ....  . 

S237 

64 

Boston  Five-cent  Savings  Bank,  I.  M. 

Ellis  acct.,  ..... 

24 

17 

Crocker,  L.,  Mrs.,  estate  of,  . 

169 

47 

Lyall,  D.  S.,  estate  of,  . 

169 

01 

McKinnon,  Charles,  estate  of. 

79 

65 

Malden,  City  of,  ....  . 

10 

97 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of, 

159 

34 

Produce,  sale  of,  at  Pratt  farm. 

94 

35 

Reed,  G.  W., 

126 

75 

Singer,  John,  Jr.,  estate  of  Mary  Thayer, 

145 

30 

Warren,  John,  estate  of,  ... 

0 

0 

00 

00 

Wenham,  Town  of,  .... 

2 

50 

Woodward,  Elizabeth,  estate  of,  . 

18 

57 

;g2,037  72 

$9,767  06 

EXPENDED. 

Board,  Clothing,  Shoes,  etc. 

Clement’s  Emporium,  dry  goods,  . $27  84 

Canty,  Catherine,  . . . . . 60  75 


Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$9,767  06 
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Amount  brought  forward. 

Cronin,  Mrs.  M.  D., 

$9  00 

Farrar,  S.  D.,  .... 

52  50 

Fields  & Co.,  H.  G.,  . . . 

38  75 

Forbes,  Mrs.  Annie  T., 

25  00 

Griffin,  E.  W.,  .... 

2 25 

Guyer,  L.  B.,  . 

9 00 

Hawkins,  Mrs.  J., 

192  00 

Hitchins,  E.  R.,  . 

119  32 

Hospital  cottages  for  children. 

81  71 

Middlesex  County  truant  school,  . 

20  86 

Newhall  & Co.,  George, 

231  II 

Percell,  Mrs.  J.,  . . . . 

63  00 

Philbrick  & Sons,  A.  J., 

13  48 

Waitt,  G.  M., 

30  00 

$976  57 

Fuel. 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E.,  . 

. $177  08 

Goss,  C.  B.  & F.  H., 

. 320  15 

Hellen,  S.  H.,  .... 

6 00 

Hellen  & Newell,  .... 

34  50 

Newell  & Walker,  . . . . 

26  85 

$564  58 

Groceries,  Provisions,  Etc. 

Boyd,  C.  O., %\2/^  53 

Bugbee  & Barrett, 33i  05 


$9,767  06 


Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$9,767  06 
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Amount  bronglit  forward. 


Bunce,  F.  M., 

$14 

50 

Burrell.  W.  A., 

3 

62 

Flino-,  C.  H., 

3 

30 

Frost  & Hawes, 

. 171 

82 

Hancock,  C.  F., 

47 

50 

Hinckley,  L.  F., 

690 

69 

Holbrook  & Norton, 

247 

50 

Hood  & Son,  W.  P., 

21 

77 

Hovey  & Co.,  H.  N., 

• • 

120 

80 

Hyson,  C., 

2 

48 

Lucey  Bros.,  . 

128 

45 

Moody,  F.  0.  & A.  H , . 

74 

50 

Nichols,  J.  B., 

5 

D 

Owen  Bros., 

41 

58 

Roberts,  J.  M., 

9 

17 

Ritchie,  G.  L., 

2 

24 

Sanborn,  F.  E., 

35 

50 

Singer,  Jr.,  J.,  . 

60 

61 

Stoddard,  V.  H., 

129 

73 

White,  G.  R.,  . . 

9 

53 

Worthen,  C.  E.. 

21 

46 

$2,297 

50 

Support  of  Insane. 

Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital,  . 

. $1,802 

76 

Green.  Mrs.  W.  J., 

2 1 2 

17 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of, 

157 

86 

Medfield  Insane  Asyl 

um. 

• 365 

60 

Turner,  William  A., 

212 

17 

WestboroLigh  Insane 

Hospital, 

• 4^4 

34 

Worcester  Insane  Hospital,  . 

212 

17 

83.387  07 

Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$9,767  06 


$9,767  06 
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Amount  brought  forward^ 

Medical  Attendance,  Medicine,  Etc. 


Barteaux  & Bolles,  .... 

$2  10 

Clark,  J.  S.,  M.  D.,  .... 

61  00 

Cross,  H.  M.  & L.  W.,  . 

0 

0 

Fish,  E.  C.,  M.  D.,  .... 

2 00 

Holden,  C.  P.,  M.  D.,  . 

4 00 

Jack,  E.  S.,  M.  D.,  .... 

35  00 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  .... 

40  58 

Selee,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

14  00 

Sullivan,  J.  S.,  M.  D.,  .... 

22  00 

Townsend,  W.  M.,  M.  D., 

7 00 

$218  68 

Outside  Relief, 

Boston,  City  of, 

$154  86 

Brockton,  “ ..... 

115  71 

Cambridge  “ ..... 

2 00 

Foxboro,  Town  of,  .... 

94  40 

Georgetown,  “ ..... 

17  00 

Lynn,  City  of,  ..... 

67  05 

Stoneham,  Town  of,  ...  . 

118  25 

Woburn,  City  of,  . 

81  92 

$651  19 

Rents. 

Ainsworth,  P.,  ..... 

$36  00 

Albee,  E.  M.,  ..... 

18  00 

Burrell,  W.  A., 

24  00 

1 1 1 

$9,767  06 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$9,767  06 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . 

Cleveland,  M.  B.,  . 

$72  00 

Dickey,  W.  E.,  .... 

24  00 

Farley,  L.  S., 

1 20  00 

Farnsworth,  G.  W., 

50  00 

Faxon.  H.  R.,  . 

. 183  00 

F'lanney,  B.,  . . . . . 

. 36  00 

Hockaday,  W.  H., 

19  20 

Howard,  J.  L.,  . . 

160  00 

Hoyt,  L.  C 

43  00 

Leonard,  H.  A.,  . 

27  00 

Lindskog,  E., 

34  00 

Lux,  Jr.,  A.,  ..... 

30  00 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . 

7 00 

Moseley,  A.,  estate  of,  . 

72  00 

Murphy,  P., 

80  00 

Quinn,  D.,  ..... 

55  00 

Reardon,  D.,  ..... 

20  00 

Sibley,  A.  C.,  . 

73  60 

Small  & Co.,  E.  S.,  ... 

165  00 

Stone,  H.  J.,  . 

18  00 

Upham,  F.  R., 

56  00 

Whitney,  W.  B.,  . 

4 00 

$1,426  80 

Miscellaneous. 

American  Express,  expressing. 

$ 60 

Ames  Plow  Co.,  cultivator  and  hoes. 

5 80 

Anderson,  J.  H.  L.,  hacking. 

2 50 

Atkinson,  William,  services,  . 

2 00 

$9,767  06 


Amount  carried  fon.vard,  . 


$9,767  06 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

Boardman  & Co.,  W.  W.,”  hacking,  . oo 

Bonett,  A.  J.,  services,  . . . 182  00 

Bonett,  A.  J.,  sundries,  . . . 32  60 

Boston  & Maine  R.  R.,  ticket  to  N.  H.,  i ii 
Brock  Bros.,  stock  and  labor,  . . 231 

Bryne,  M.,  labor,  farm,  . . . 18  00 

Burns,  Mrs.,  “ “ ...  17  00 

Buttrick,  S.  H.,  sundry  expenses,  . . 7^5 

Clement’s  Emporium,  dry  goods,  . . i 15 

Carlisle,  Pope  & Co.,  E.  A.,  door,  etc.,  2 21 
Cobb,  J.  F.,  architect  services,  . . 27  00 

Codman  & Shurtleff,  truss,  . . . 3 00 

Coyle,  F.  E.,  hardware,  etc.,  . . . 17  54 

Davis,  C.  S.,  labor,  farm,  . . . 2 00 

Decatur  & Fowkes,  iron  beds,  etc.,  . 56  75 

Deering  & Co.,  J.  P.,  lumber,  . . . 82  07 

Dimond  & Co.,  H.  C.,  stamp,  . . 75 

Dunton  & Potter,  advertising,  . . 2 50 

Eastman’s  Express,  expressing,  . . 8 65 

Fells  Ice  Co.,  ice,  .....  2 10 

Fiske,  D.  B.,  cow,  . . . . . 60  00 

Foxboro,  Town  of,  burial  of  W.  J.  Boyce,  34  00 
Freeman,  L.  T.,  moving  goods,  . . 10  00 

Gately,  J.  H.,  undertaker’s  services,  . 33  00 

Gerry,  E.  F.,  vinegar,  ....  4 30 

Granville,  The,  meals,  . . . . 2 00 

Hayden,  S.  W.,  estate  of,  kitchen  uten- 
sils,   30  71 

Herbert,  T.,  labor,  farm,  . . . 4 25 

Jackson,  F.  A.,  plumbing  Pratt  house,  . 270  00 


Amount  carried  forward,  . 

8 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

Jefts,  W.  A.,  furniture,  ....  $iQ  28 
Jones,  C.  S.,  labor,  farm,  . . . 46  00 

Jones,  M.  S.,  carriage  hire,  . . . 3 00 

Lane  Bros.,  mason  work,  . . . 57  05 

Ma}mard  & Noyes,  record  book,  . . i 75 

McFarlin,  W.  J.,  tumblers,  ...  70 

McLaughlin,  F.  M.,  conveying  F.  Whee- 

lock  to  Tewksbury,  . . . i 68 

McLellan,  S.,  labor,  farm,  . . . 17  25 

Melrose  Hardware  Co.,  hardware,  wall 

paper,  paints,  etc.,  Pratt  farm,  . 106  09 

Norris,  T.,  wagon,  . . . . . 18  00 

Perry,  H.  J.,  hardware,  . . . . i 12 

Philbrick  & Sons,  A.  J.,  dry  goods,  . 4 33 

Philpot,  J.,  man  and  team,  farm,  . . 33  00 

Pratt,  F,  A.,  moving  goods,  ...  4 50 

Ripley,  T.  W.,  order  book,  envelopes, 

etc.,  ...  . . $12  50 

Sim,  William,  dry  goods,  farm,  . . 53  29 

Story,  F.,  labor,  painting,  farm,  . . 94  25 

Treasurer,  Town,  cash  paid  witness  fees,  i 60 
Warren  Co.,  M.  R.,  blanks,  . . . i 50 

Wheaton,  H.  D.,  carriage  hire,  . . 4 25 

Yauvey,  M.  C.,  labor,  farm,  . . . 13  50 


;^I,4I5  69 


RECAPITULATION. 

Board,  clothing,  etc.,  ....  57 

Fuel,  .......  564  58 


$9,767  06 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$9,767  06 


EXPENSES  OF  THE 

TOWN. 

115 

Amount  brought  forward,  . 

$9,767  06 

Groceries,  provisions,  etc.. 

. $2,297 

50 

Support  of  insane. 

00 

07 

Medical  attendance,  medicine,  etc., 

. 218 

68 

Outside  relief,  .... 

. 651 

19 

Rents,  ...... 

. 1,426 

80 

Miscellaneous,  .... 

. 1,415 

69 

$10,938 

08 

Amount  overdrawn,  $1,171.02. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Balance,  1897, 89 

Appropriation, 2,600  00 

County  Teasurer,  dog  tax,  1897,  23 

;^3,673  12 


EXPENDED. 


Allstine,  A.  K.,  binding  books. 

. $186 

45 

Babb  & Co.,  E.  E.,  books. 

3 

83 

Balch  Bros.,  “ 

24 

00 

Blanchard,  A.  K., 

16 

50 

Bowker,  R.  R.,  “ 

3 

50 

Brainard,  C.  S., 

10 

00 

Butler,  H.  W.,  labor. 

5 

00 

Cambridge  Botanical  Supply  Co. 

, books,  2 

50 

Cheever,  S.  A.,  books,  . 

5 

00 

Clarke,  & Co.,  W.  B.,  books. 

105 

82 

Dearborn,  A.  C.,  books. 

10 

75 

Amount  cartied  forward,  . 


$3,673  12 


6 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward. 

DeWolfe,  Fiske  & Co.,  books, 

^333  72 

Dunton  & Potter,  printing. 

25  25 

Eastman’s  Express,  expressage,  . 

10  30 

Fells  Ice  Co.,  Ice,  .... 

5 00 

French,  B.,  services,  .... 

8 75 

Frowde,  H.,  book,  .... 

I 28 

Gibbons,  R.  M.,  Miss,  salary. 

58  35 

Gibson,  R.  M.,  sign,  .... 

9 00 

Guild  & Co.,  VV.  H.,  books,  . 

133  70 

Hammond  Typewriter  Co.,  repairs. 

I 53 

Larrabee,  J.  S.,  janitor,  salary. 

100  00 

Library  Bureau,  sundries. 

12  00 

McDonald,  J.  A.,  labor. 

3 50 

Malden  and  Melrose  Gas  Co.,  gas. 

107  66 

Marsh,  E.  B.,  books,  .... 

191  10 

Melrose  Journal,  printing. 

60  50 

Merrill,  C.  A.,  mucilage. 

75 

Morss,  William,  stock  and  labor,  . 

151  29 

Nickerson,  L.,  putting  up  awning. 

3 00 

Oxford  University  Press,  books,. 

Patch,  C.  A.  treasurer,  electric  lighting 

3 23 

and  petty  expenses. 

51  00 

Peirce,  S.  B.,  books,  .... 

17  25 

Perry,  H.  J.,  lock  and  brush. 

9 00 

Sentinel  Printing  Co.,  Bellows’  Genealogy,  5 00 

Small,  W.,  book,  ..... 

I 90 

Todd,  W.  N.,  books,  .... 

9 75 

Watson,  G.,  binding  books,  . 

43  72 

Wilder  & Co.,  L.  B.,  bulletins. 

20  00 

Worthen,  C.  L.  Miss.,  salary. 

83  33 

“ C.  M.  Miss.,  “ . . . 

568  60 

Y.  M.  C.  Association,  rent,  . 

1,248  08 

83,650  89 

Balance, 

%22  23 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


II7 


SALARIES. 


Balance,  1897,  .....  $722  28 
Appropriation,  .....  6,500  00 

$7,222  28 


EXPENDED. 

Leonard,  H.  A.,  assessor,  . 1898, 

Edwards,  J.,  “ part  “ 

Stantial,  G.  C.,  “ “ “ 

Upham,  F R..  “ “ 

Howe,  Sidney,  assessors’  clerk,  8 mos., 

1898, 

Gould,  Edwin  C.,  auditor,  . 1898, 

Bordman,  E.  K.,  town  clerk,  “ 

Jones,  W.  DeHaven,  town  clerk  for  reg- 
istration, ....  1898, 

Lane  Addison,  town  collector,  1895, 

“ “ “ “ 1896, 

1897, 

Murray,  James  W.,  town  collector,  1898, 
Murray,  James  W.,  town  collector,  sew- 
er assessment,.  . . 1898, 

Washburn,  F.  L.,  town  counsel,  “ 

Sanborn,  J.  E.,  M.  D.,  board  of  health, 

1898 

Dole,  W.  H.,  board  of  health,  1898, 

Harlow,  C.  W.,  M.  D.,  board  of  health, 
1898,  


$300  00 
265  67 

34  33 
300  00 

500  00 
450  00 
333  33 

25  00 
25  52 
72  33 
728  70 
634  54 

217  57 
375  00 

200  00 
50  00 

37  50 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$7,222  28 


Il8  EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward, 

87.222  28 

Buttrick,  S.  H.,  overseer  of  poor,  1898, 

$200  00 

Ripley,  T.  W., 

50  00 

Stantial,  Mrs.  M.  E.,  “ “ 

50  00 

Buttrick,  S.  H.,  selectman,  . 1898, 

200  00 

Farrar,  S.  D.,  “ . “ 

200  00 

Hinckley,  L.  F.,  “ . “ 

200  00 

Howes,  J.  C.,  “ . “ 

200  00 

Moore,  E.  H.,  “ . “ 

200  00 

Newhall,  George,  town  treasurer,  1898, 

750  00 

Bordman,  Edw.  K.,  registrar  of  voters, 

1897  iSqs*  .... 

25  00 

Cochrane,  Chas.  W.,  registrar  of  voters, 

1897  and  1898,  .... 

70  83 

Kirmes,  V.  C.,  registrar  of  voters,  1897 

and  1898, 

70  83 

Somes,  E.  R.,  registrar  of  voters,  1897 

and  1898,  ..... 

70  83 

Pratt,  Dexter,  inspector  of  buildings, 

1897  1^0  August  I,  1898,  . 

158  33 

Goodno,  W.  A.,  inspector  of  buildings. 

five  months,  1898,  .... 

41 67 

87,036  98 

Balance,  . ... 

;^i85  30 

Amount  due  for  salaries  to  March  i,  $141  67 
“ “ “ to  May  I,  250  00 


Treasurer  authorized  to  borrow,  ;^500.00. 


S391  67 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


19 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


Balance,  1897, 
Appropriation, 


^1,215  39 
75,000  00 

^76,215  39 


RECEIPTS. 


Coburn,  F.  G.,  for  coal  used, 
Flanders,  W.  N., 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Wakefield,  Town  of,  . . , 


$31  50 
3 50 
107  00 
212  50 

S354  50 


876,569  89 


EXPENDED. 


School  Superintendent. 

Nickerson,  Fred  H.,  . . . . % 833  31 

Robinson,  B.  F.,  . . . . . 1,166  69 


$2,000  00 

Teachers'  Salaries. 


Adams,  Ruby  W.,  . . . . $8  32 

Albee,  Grace  C.,  ....  195  99 

Aldrich,  Grace  J., 410  00 

Atkins,  Anna  W.,  . . . . 510  00 

Atwood,  Isabelle  L.,  . . . . 550  00 


Amount  carried  forward,  . $76,569  89 


20 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward. 


Bailey,  Mary  A., 

■ 2435  00 

Baker,  Jessie  M., 

20  00 

Ballou,  A.  A., 

800  00 

Barrows,  Malcom  D.,  . 

600  00 

Bartholomew,  Helen,  . 

435  00 

Bassett,  Irene  M., 

II  96 

Bayfield,  Mary, 

460  00 

Beede,  F.  H., 

2,100  00 

Briggs,  Martha  A., 

160  00 

Broadhead,  Frances,  . 

485  00 

Brown,  Maude  E., 

260  00 

Bryant,  Mary  S., 

535  00 

Burke,  Augustus  0., 

320  00 

Call,  Etta  J.,  ... 

550  00 

Carter,  Willis  S.,  . 

750  00 

Chisholm,  Mary  A., 

320  00 

Clark,  A.  W., 

300  00 

Clarke,  Mary  R.,  . 

600  00 

Coffin,  Alice  J.,  . 

600  00 

Coyle,  Cecelia, 

550  00 

Cushing,  Edith  M., 

67  00 

Dempsey,  Nellie  C., 

550  00 

Dermot,  Edith  S. 

520  00 

Dermot,  Lucy  E., 

550  00 

Doane,  Jeannette  A.,  . 

600  00 

Dodge,  Martha  E., 

95  63 

Dowe,  Harriet  H., 

535  00 

Drake,  Grant, 

800  00 

Ellis,  Mary  G.,  . 

400  00 

Fairbanks,  Harriet  C., 

1,000  00 

$76,569  89 


Amou7it  carried  forward. 


$76,569  89 


EXPENSES  OF 

Amount  brought  forward, 
Fellows,  Barbara  S., 

Fellows,  Mary  S., 

Field,  Hattie  D., 

Flagg,  Mary  C., 

Freeborn,  Elizabeth  J., 

Frost,  Louise, 

George,  Mary  J.,  . 

Godfrey,  S.  A.,  . 

Grady,  Margaret  E., 

Greene,  Hugh  G., 

Grover,  G.  A., 

Guptill,  Alma  J.,  . 

Hatch,  Luther, 

Hollis,  Caroline  L., 

Holmes,  Lois  M., 

Hunt,  Inez  A,, 

Knowles,  Ruth  M., 

Kunhardt,  Marie, 

Leavitt,  Ernest  H., 

Leighton,  Grace  B., 

Leslie,  Marion  G., 

Long,  Alice  H., 

Long,  Annie  P.,  . 

Loring,  Mary  L., 

Lynde,  Grace  A., 

McCormick,  A.  Louise, 
Mendurn,  Lydia,  . 

Merrill,  Arline,  . 

Merrill,  Mabelle  S., 

Merritt,  Annie  C., 


THE  TOWN.  I2I 

$76,569  89 

$410  00 
410  00 
550  00 

535  00 
460  00 
600  00 
690  00 
42  50 
435  00 
400  00 
300  00 
550  00 
480  00 
550  00 
410  00 
170  00 
535  00 
96  42 
500  00 

30  36 

260  00 
550  00 
485  00 
510  00 
400  00 
550  00 
640  00 
485  00 
410  00 
803  58 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$76,569  89 


122 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward, 
Nickerson,  Maud, 

Nye,  Mary  E., 

Pearson,  Marion, 

Pillsbury,  Grace  L.. 

Price,  Mabel, 

Rand,  Herbert  L., 

Rhodes,  Grace  A., 

Ricker,  Hattie  G., 

Riley,  A.  G., 

Sampson,  Alzaleen  M., 
Saunders,  Harriet  A., 

Scott,  Everett  H., 

Shaw,  Herbert  G., 

Shute,  Lucy  E.,  . 

Snow,  Minnie  F.  C., 
Stewart,  Gertrude  B.,  . 
Swett,  Alice  M.,  . 

Tarr,  Addie  M., 

Taylor,  Herbert  F., 
Titcomb,  Frank  L., 
Trowbridge,  Amelia,  . 
Tupper,  Mary  E., 

Watts,  Alice  M., 
Wentworth,  Mary  S.,  . 

White,  Louise  G., 

Whitman,  Alonzo  G.,  . 
Zwicker,  Charlotte  L., 


;^76,569  89 


$512 

50 

550 

00 

300 

00 

240 

00 

360 

00 

220 

00 

485 

00 

690 

00 

160 

00 

510 

00 

1 10 

00 

400 

00 

840 

00 

550 

00 

550 

00 

00 

00 

800 

00 

28 

56 

600 

00 

757 

14 

550 

00 

550 

00 

330 

00 

550 

00 

550 

00 

1,680 

00 

23 

38 

843.713 

34 

Superintendent s Clerk. 

Burr,  Helen  L., $70  00 

Amount  carried  forward,  . . $76,569  89 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . 


Janitors'  Salaries. 


Beckford,  George  A., 

$10  00 

Bemis,  Frank, 

200  00 

Bent,  George  H.,  . 

500  00 

Burroughs,  Albert  W.,  . 

262  50 

Fahey,  James, 

600  00 

Fogg,  George  E.,  . 

600  00 

Lear,  Samuel, 

500  00 

Livingstone,  W.  A., 

200  00 

Payne,  Henry  S., 

190  85 

Ray,  Thomas  R., 

100  00 

Rogers,  Charles  H., 

166  68 

Thyng,  John, 

800  00 

Vinton,  George  H.. 

50  00 

Weeks,  Isaac  C.,  . 

780  00 

$4,960  03 

Advertising  and  Pfinting. 


Dunton  & Potter,  . 

S89  25 

Melrose  Journal, 

96  05 

$185  30 

Fuel,  Wood,  Etc. 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E., 

$1,739  38 

Goss,  C.  B.  & F.  H., 

1,492  50 

Newell  & Walker,  . 

2,684  25 

Robinson,  J.  M., 

0 

tv. 

00 

$6,003  63 

^76,569  89 


Amount  carriea  forward. 


^76,569  89 


24 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward^ 

Furniture,  Etc. 


Allen,  Thompson  Whitney  & Co., 

$9 

60 

Badger  & Co.,  W.  B.,  . 

14 

40 

Bardwell,  Anderson  & Co.,  . 

2S 

00 

Chandler  Adjustable  Chair  & Desk  Co., 

00 

70 

Derby  Desk  Co.,  . . . . . 

177 

65 

Fowler,  C.  N.,  . . . . . 

44 

80 

Goodno,  W.  A.,  . . . 

180 

85 

Harrington,  George  S.,  . . . 

2 

63 

Heywood  Bros.  & Wakefield  Co., 

930 

23 

Keeler  & Co.,  ..... 

28 

00 

McKenney,  Waterbury  & Co., 

745 

50 

Melrose  M.  E.  Sunday  School, 

10 

00 

Paine  Furniture  Co.,  . . . . 

293 

82 

Perry,  George  S.,  . , 

9 

00 

Pray  & Co.,  J.  H.,  . . . . 

181 

71 

Revere  Rubber  Co.,  . . . . 

42 

91 

Shaw,  A.  B.  & E.  L., 

48 

00 

Smith  Prem.  Type  Writer  Co., 

145 

00 

Ward  Mirror  Co.,  . . . . . 

28 

80 

Waterman,  J.  E.,  . 

8 

40 

Wyckoff,  Seamans  & Benedict,  _ . 

148 

00 

S4.323 

00 

Miscellaneous. 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  . $i8  90 

American  Humane  Ed.  Society,  registers,  4 16 


$76,569  89 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$76,569  89 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . 


Anderson,  George  P.,  covering  pipes,  . 

S392 

20 

Board  of  assessors,  census,  . 

24 

00 

Barstovv  Stove  Co.,  grates. 

1 1 

90 

Batchelder  & Co.,  C.  H.,  flag. 

3 

75 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E.,  cement. 

2 

50 

Bird  Co.,  L.  J.,  desk,  .... 

3 

50 

Brock  Bros.,  stock  and  labor. 

8 

93 

Burgess,  C.  S.,  lawn  mowers,  etc., 

17 

45 

Casey,  C.,  flowers,  ..... 

10 

00 

Chandler  & Co.,  ribbon. 

12 

23 

Chesterton  & Co.,  A.  W.,  engineers’  sup- 

plies, etc.,  ..... 

165 

33 

Conner,  G.,  labor,  .... 

8 

10 

Curry,  R.  H.,  labor  on  heating  pipes. 

10 

00 

Davis’  Express,  expressage. 

3 

65 

Deering  & Co.,  J.  P.,  lumber. 

30 

42 

Ditson  & Co.,  Oliver,  sheet  music. 

7 

95 

Dow,  L.  A.,  plans,  etc.. 

34 

65 

Dutton,  A.,  upholstery  goods. 

40 

Eastman’s  Express,  expressage,  . 

70 

69 

Ferguson,  George,  labor. 

56 

70 

Fogg,  George  E.,  labor. 

56 

00 

Franklin,  A.  B.,  sundries. 

16 

08 

Freeman,  L.  T.,  teaming. 

50 

00 

Frost  & Hawes,  sundries. 

13 

63 

Fuller,  G.  E.,  building  stage. 

12 

00 

Goss,  C.  B.  & F.  H.,  use  of  sleigh, 

10 

00 

Hoffman, C.L.,  concreting  and  removing 

ashes,  ...... 

87 

71 

India  Alkali  Works,  savogran. 

4 

16 

Junkins’  Express,  expressing. 

I 

10 

$76, 89 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$76, 89 


126 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward,  . 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  sundries,  . . 56  50 

Leighton,  E.  L.,  typewriting,  . . i 00 

Livingstone,  W.  A.,  labor,  . . . 4 00 

Lynde,  A.  W.,  labor,  . . . . 15  75 

Magee  Furnace  Co.,  grates,  . . . 6 40 

Malden  Electric  Co.,  lights,  . . . 21  44 

Malden  and  Melrose  Gas  Co.,  gas,  . 79  74 

Malden  School  Board,  tuition,  . . 165  00 

Maynard,  J.  B.,  flags,  ....  70 

McCoubry,  Thomas,  repairs  flag  staff  iron,  25 
Melrose  Hardware  Co.,  sundries,  . . 2 43 

Melrose  sewer  department,  sewer,  . 69  1 1 

Melrose  sidewalk  department,  sidewalk,  58  75 
Melrose  Journal,  envelopes,  . . i 25 

Miller  & Sons,  H.  F.,  carting  piano,  . 1 1 00 

Mitchell  Mfg.  Co.,  figures,  . , . 5 20 

Newington,  J.  W.,  cleaning  furnace,  . i 50 

Nickerson,  F.  H.,  sundry  expenses,  . 12  84 

Norfolk  Mfg.  Co.,  soap  powder,  . . 3 96 

Nye,  E.  B.,  tuning  piano,  . . . 6 50 

Oak  Hall  Clothing  Co.,  flag  and  pole,  . 12  50 

Perry,  H.  J.,  hardware,  etc.,  . . . 4i  57 

Philbrick  & Sons,  A.  J.,  cloth,  . . 50 

Pierce  Co.,  S.  S.,  sapolio,  . . . 5 70 

Ridlon,  William,  carting  piano,  . . 7 50 

Ripley,  C.  A.,  sawing  and  planing,  i 00 

Roberts,  O.  A.,  sundry  expenses,  . . i 38 

Robertson,  H.  S.,  labor,  . . . 2 75 

Robinson,  B.  F.,  postage  and  expense,  31  59 
Rogers,  C.  H.,  repairing  glass  and  bell,  i 05 


576,569  89 


Amount  carried  forward, 


576,569  89 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

Smith  Bros.,  sharpening  mowers,  . $2  00 

Stone,  H.  W.,  filling  in  diplomas,  . 10  70 

Vaughan,  S.  E.,  sundries,  . . . 8 00 

Winkworth,  William,  labor,  . . ^5  50 


£1,763 15 

Repairs. 


Allen,  William  S.,  shingling,  as  per  con- 


tract, 

£365 

00 

Brock  Bros.,  plumbing  contract,  . 

507 

95 

Burnett,  A.  J,,  “ “ . . 

346 

98 

Burroughs,  A.  W.,  labor  on  boiler. 

5 

50 

Carter  Bros.,  contract,  .... 

460 

25 

Cassell,  F.  H.,  stock  and  labor. 

4 

20 

Cassell  & Kelley,  stock  and  labor. 

9 

63 

Chesterton  & Co.,  A.  W.,  gaskets. 

2 

50 

Coyle,  F.  E.,  hardware. 

9 

59 

Curry,  R.  H.,  stock  and  labor. 

20 

27 

Deering  & Co.,  J.  P.,  lumber, 

109 

18 

Eastman,  J.  S.,  plans  and  specifications. 

23 

00 

Flatley,  J.  C.,  repairing  flag. 

I 

50 

Franklin,  A.  B.,  stock  and  labor,  . 

2 

10 

Gibbons,  Jr.,  J.,  “ “ . . 

5 

00 

Gibson  & Son,  J.  H.,  contract. 

50 

00 

Grady,  A.  A.,  stock  and  labor. 

14 

00 

Grant,  John,  repairing  flag,  . 

I 

00 

Holland  & Daniels,  cord. 

2 

00 

Jackson,  F.  A.,  plumbing  contract. 

440 

00 

$76,569  89 


Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$76,569  89 


128 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Amount  brought  forward,  . . . $76,569  89 

Jackson  & Newton,  doors,  . . . $30  00 

Maxwell  & Ransay,  stock  and  labor,  . 918 

McCoubry,  T.,  stock  and  labor,  . . i 45 

McDonald,  D.  R.,  cementing  cellar,  . 40  00 

Melrose  Hardware  Co.,  hardware,  > . 2 71 

Melrose  Water  Department,  stock  and 

labor, 74  94 

Morton,  F.  E.,  contract,  . . . 234  07 

Morton,  R.  A.,  stock  and  labor,  . . 10  00 

Morss,  William,  contract,  . . 390  30 

Palmer,  F.  T.  & C.  E.,  painting,  . . 40  00 

Perry  & Co.,  G.  S.,  mats  and  ink  well 

covers, ii  63 

Perry,  H.  J.,  hardware,  etc.,  . . 48  96 

Reed,  F.  H.,  cleaning  clocks,  . . 3 50 

Robertson,  H.  S.,  repairing  blackboards,  8 80 

Russell,  E.  W.,  labor,  . . . . 5 00 

Shaw,  O.  F.,  contract,  ....  lOi  96 
Smith  Bros.,  stock  and  labor,  . . 4 45 

Sunman,  C.  W.,  stock  and  labor,  . 20  20 


$3,409  80 

Books  and  Supplies. 

(Chemical,  physical  and  business  depts.  included.) 

Allen  & Brown,  books,  . . . $28  80 

American  Book  Co.,  books,  . . 104  16 

Babb  & Co.,  E.  E.,  “ . . . 2,520  94 

Brock  Bros.,  contract,  . . . 125  40 


Amount  carried  forward,  . . . $76,569  89 
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Amount  brought  forward. 


Burgess,  C.  S.,  sundries. 

$14 

79 

Caproni,  P.  P.  & Bro.,  sundries, 

10 

70 

Castor  & Co.,  T.  H.,  “ 

40 

52 

Cutler  Bros.  & Co.,  “ 

25 

29 

Ditson  & Co.,  Oliver,  books. 

6 

08 

Franklin  Educational  Co.,  books. 

550 

51 

Frazer,  G.  B.,  books,  .... 

2 

45 

Freeborn  E.,  “ .... 

12 

00 

Frost  & Adams,  “ .... 

62 

63 

Gillott,  J.,  & Co.,  pens. 

21 

75 

Ginn  & Co.,  books,  .... 

271 

57 

Greenwood  School  Supply  Co.,  sun- 

dries, ...... 

2 

80 

Hammett  Co.,  J.  L.,  sundries. 

20 

56 

Heath  & Co.,  D.  C.,  books,  . 

83 

35 

HoOper,  H.  E.,  books. 

84 

05 

Houghton,  Mifflin  & Co.,  books. 

47 

II 

Jordan  & Christie,  sundries, 

1 12 

88 

Knott  Apparatus  Co.,  sundries, 

74 

28 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  “ 

2 

30 

Leach,  Shewed  & Co.,  books. 

177 

14 

Lee  & Shepard,  books. 

I 

50 

Mass.  Bible  Society,  books. 

6 

65 

McFarlin,  W.  J.,  sundries. 

2 

23 

Melrose  Hardware  Co.,  sundries, 

9 

88 

Melrose  Public  Library,  catalogues, 

3 

00 

Morse  Co.,  books,  .... 

3 

75 

N.  E.  Publishing  Co.,  books. 

172 

50 

Pulsifer,  Cook  & Co.,  paper. 

181 

79 

Scribner  & Sons,  Chas.,  books. 

7 

50 

$76,569  89 


9 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$76,569  8g 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . 


Silver,  Burdett  & Co.,  books, 

. $56 

00 

Smith  & White  Mfg.  Co.,  books, 

. 46 

00 

Storrs  & Bement  Co.,  paper, 

8 

34 

Thompson,  Brown  & Co.,  paper,  . 

77 

Thorp  & Martin  Co.,  paper,  . 

4 

15 

University  Pub.  Co., 

26 

88 

Ware  & Co.,  Wm., 

33 

00 

Werner  School  Book  Co.,  paper,  . 

148 

12 

Yamanaka  Co.,  sundries. 

4 

83 

95 

RECAPITULATION. 


Superintendents, 

. $2,000  00 

Teachers,  .... 

.43713  34 

Janitors, 

• 4,960  03 

Superintendent’s  clerk,  . 

70  00 

Advertising  and  printing, 

• 185  30 

Fuel,  ..... 

. 6,003  63 

Furniture,  .... 

• 4,323  00 

Miscellaneous, 

. 1,763 15 

Repairs,  ..... 

• 3,409  80 

Books  and  supplies. 

. 5,h8  95 

Balance,  . 


$76,569  89 


S71.547  20 


$5,022  69 
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SCHOOL  BUILDING,  HIGH. 


Balance,  1897,  . . . . 

Cash  received,  sale  of  50  bonds,  . 
“ “ “ old  fence,  . . 

“ “ on  treasurer’s  note, 

as  per  vote  of  town,  Aug.  i, 
1898 


S3.839  57 

50,000  00 
7 00 


. 3,000  00 


EXPENDED. 

Babb  & Co.,  E.  E.,  blackboards,  . . 1^730  88 

Bay  State  Brick  Co.,  brick  for  side- 


walk,   192  00 

Blodgett  Bros.  & Co.,  electric  clock 


and  telephone  contract,  . 

750  95 

Burdett  & Williams,  hardware  con- 

tract, ...... 

547  54 

Chelmsford  Foundry  Co.,  crane,  etc.,  . 

75  00 

Cobb,  J.  F.,  type-writing  specifications. 

2 22 

Coburn,  F.  G.,  contract, 

32,848  31 

Davis,  Jr.,  G.  H.,  book  lift. 

68  60 

Dunton  & Potter,  postals. 

3 00 

Ellis,  F.  E.,  grading  grounds  contract. 

2,800  25 

Franklin,  A.  B.,  heating  and  ventilating 

contract,  ...... 

10,051  91 

P'rench,  H.,  services  consulting  en- 

gineer  

25  00 

Gay,  W.  W.,  plans,  stock  and  superin- 

tending laying  out  grounds  about 

building,  . . . . . . 

350  00 

131 


$56,846  57 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$56,846  57 
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Amount  brought  forward. 

856,846  57 

Goss,  C.  B.,  & F.  H.,  cement. 

^7 

20 

Griffin,  T.,  services  architect. 

1,900 

00 

Hunt,  H.  H.,  electric  wiring  contract,  . 

790 

84 

Jones  & Co.,  lamp  pillars. 

136 

00 

Lahey  Bros.,  granite  steps,  . 

42 

00 

Larrabee,  J.  H.,  surveying  lines  and 

grades,  ...... 

54 

00 

Lawley  & Son  Corporation,  G.,  flag 

pole, 

210 

00 

Lumb  & Co.,  William,  plumbing,  . 

00 

01 

0 

00 

Melrose  Journal,  printing. 

J I 

34 

Melrose,  Town  of,  sewer  department. 

sewer  connections,  .... 

63 

30 

Melrose,  Town  of,  water  department 

water  connections,  .... 

21 

71 

Snow,  G.  A.,  services  .... 

15 

00 

Tucker  & Sons,  J.,  brackets  and  screens. 

16 

30 

Tufts,  G.  M.,  building  cases,  contract,  . 

i,6ii 

55 

856,174  90 

Balance, 

8671167 

SCHOOL  HOUSE  LOAN  SINKING  FUND. 

Balance,  1897, ^^8,453  90 

Cash  received,  premium  on  fifty  bonds 

sold,  ......  2,909  50 

Cash,  interest,  .....  425  15 

^11,788  55 

EXPENDED. 

Advertiser,  Boston,  advertising  bids,  . 5 00 


Balance, 


811,783  55 
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SEWER  FUND. 

Balance,  1897,  ....  ;^i8,8i2  16 

Cash  received  for  house  connections,  . 4,856  94 
Cash  received  for  sundry  accounts  . 539  03 


EXPENDED. 

Bills  on  account  of  construction,  etc., 
(see  sewer  commissioners’  report) 

Balance, 


SEWER  LOAN  SINKING  FUND. 


Balance,  1897, 

Cash  received,  interest,  . 

Balance,  . . . . 


SIDEWALKS. 


Appropriation,  1898,  .... 

Cash  received  for  concrete  laid  in  1896,  $75  16 

“ 1897,  649  85 

“ “ “ “ “ 1898,  443  81 


;S24,2o8  13 


$23,136  45 


$1,071  68 


$5,664  25 
226  57 


$5,890  82 


$3,500  00 


$1,168  82 


Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$4,668  82 
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Amou7it  brought  forward,  . $4,668  82 


EXPENDED. 


Gould,  Edwin  C.,  services,  1898,  . 

S25 

00 

Hocking,  A.,  P.  M.,  stamps,  . 

10 

00 

Hoffman,  C.  L.,  setting  edgestones. 

13 

50 

“ “ labor,  cutting  roots,  re- 

moving  trees,  etc., 

34 

25 

Hoffman,  C.  L.,  concrete,  1,976.9  yds.. 

00 

00 

45 

“ “ top  dressing,  3,126.69 

yds,  ....... 

00 

90 

Hoffman,  C.  L.,  repairing,  2,200.66  yds.. 

1,100 

33 

Lynde,  A.  W.,  setting  edgestones. 

42 

84 

Melrose,  Town  of,  highway  dept.,  set- 

ting  edgestones,  .... 

88 

87 

Melrose,  Town  of,  highway  dept.,  brick 

walks,  ...... 

99 

62 

Newhall,  F.  E.,  edgestones,  . 

50 

89 

Norris  & Co.,  concrete,  641.2  yds., 

320 

62 

“ “ top  dressing,  48.4  yds.. 

12 

10 

“ “ repairing,  80.8  yds.. 

40 

40 

Philpot,  J.,  gravel,  sod  and  removing 

roots,  ...... 

18 

64 

Philpot,  J.,  concrete,  1,023.1  yds.. 

511 

55 

“ top  dressing,  485.4  yds.. 

121 

34 

“ repairing,  550.9  yds.. 

275 

45 

Stevens,  W.  C.,  surveying. 

66 

50 

0 

1 

1 

25 

Balance,  ...... 

$ 66 

57 

New  walks  laid,  one-half  paid  by  abut- 

ters, 3,641.2  yds.,  .... 

$910 

31 

Repairing,  2,832.36  yds.. 

1,416 

18 

Top  dressing,  3,660.49  yds.,  . 

915 

34 
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BURIAL  OF  SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS. 

Refunded  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Harvey,  S.  W.,  undertaker’s’  services,  ^35  00 
Pierce  & Son,  A.  B.,  “ “ 35  00 

Walton  & Son,  Oliver,  “ “ 35  00 

^105  00 

SOLDIERS’  LOTS. 

Balance,  1897, $108  00 

EXPENDED. 

Cemetery,  Wyoming,  care  of  lots,  1897- 

1898, $30  00 

^78  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF. 


Appropriation,  .... 

^1,250  50 

Cash  received,  Cambridge,  City  of. 

. $119 

29 

“ “ Middleton,  Town  of. 

. 174 

25 

Russell,  W.  F., 

12 

00 

“ “ Wenham,  Town  of. 

• 33S 

96 

$641  50 

^1,892  00 

EXPENDED. 

Adams,  F.  E.,  rent  furnished. 

. $ 18 

00 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E.,  fuel  furnished, 

75 

35 

Amount  carried  forivard,  . 

^1.892  00 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . $1,892  00 


Babcock,  G.  W.,  cash  furnished,  . 

$i 

00 

Barker,  G.  U.,  groceries  “ 

5 

00 

Black,  C.  E.,  groceries 

7 

50 

Boyd,  C.  0.,  “ “ . . 

281 

59 

Bugbee  & Barrett,  groceries  furnished. 

63 

53 

Clement’s  Emporium,  dry  goods  fur- 

nished, ...... 

3 

67 

Cobb,  J.  W.,  rent  furnished,  . 

48 

00 

Deering,  J.  P.,  rent  furnished. 

156 

00 

Fields  & Co.,  H.  G.,  shoes  furnished. 

I 

50 

Fish,  E.  C.,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance 

furnished,  ..... 

2 

00 

Forrest,  J.,  milk  furnished. 

8 

95 

Frost  & Hawes,  groceries  furnished. 

1 10 

65 

Goss,  C.  B.  & F.  H.,  fuel 

184 

29 

Hall,  H.  L.,  groceries  furnished,  . 

4 

00 

Hellen,  S.  H.,  fuel  furnished. 

4 

25 

Hinckley,  L.  F.,  groceries  furnished. 

46 

81 

Keene  & Co.,  M.  A.,  groceries,  fur- 

nished, ...... 

10 

00 

Knollin,  Wm.,  fuel  furnished. 

14 

55 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  medicines  furnished. 

9 

16 

Leavitt,  estate  of  M.  E.,  rent  “ 

56 

00 

Leonard,  H.  A.,  rent  furnished. 

204 

00 

McDaniel,  J.  R.,  groceries  furnished, 

1 12 

00 

Newell  & Walker,  fuel  furnished,  . 

6 

00 

Newhall  & Co.,  G.,  shoes  “ 

52 

75 

Owen,  Bros.,  groceries  furnished,  . 

8 

99 

Perham,  F.  E.,  groceries 

59 

00 

Prentice,  Mrs.  E.,  cash  “ 

10 

00 

Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$1,892  00 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . . $1,892  00 

Prior  & Jones,  M.  D.,  medical  attend- 


ance  furnished, 

$26  00 

Russell,  W.  F.,  cash  furnished. 

27  00 

Sanborn,  F.  E.,  groceries  furnished. 

8 16 

Sprague,  C.  L.,  rent  furnished. 

no  00 

Si,735  70 

Balance,  ...... 

$156  30 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  disabled  soldiers  and  depe7tdent  relatives  during  the  year 

i8g8. 

Refunded  by  the  Commonwealth,  Dec.,  1899. 
Amounts  paid  as  per  pay  roll,  . . $3,061  00 


STREET  LIGHTS. 


Balance,  1897, ^29  40 

Appropriation,  ....  11,000  00 

$i  1,029  40 


EXPENDED. 


Malden  Electric  Co.,  ....  $10,977 


Balance,  . 


51  80 
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STREET  SPRINKLING. 


Appropriation,  .... 

$ 1 ,000 

00 

A.  Lane,  collector,  collections  on  i8g6, 

315 

33 

“ “ “ “ 1897, 

661 

22 

J.  W.  Murray,  collector,"  " 1898, 

1,81 1 

28 

S3.787  83 

Less  amount  overdrawn,  1897, 

61 1 

87 

83.175  96 

EXPENDED. 

Edwards,  Joseph,  repairs  on  carts. 

$16 

00 

Gibbons,  Joseph,  sprinkling,  . 

508 

50 

Hallahan,  William,  " . . . 

543 

00 

Hoffman,  C.  L.,  " . . . 

450 

00 

Lux,  Jr.,  A.,  " . . . 

502 

00 

Lane,  A.,  commission  collecting  assess- 

ments, 1896-97,  . . . . 

200 

61 

Maynard  & Noyes,  book. 

75 

McCoubry,  T.,  repairing  on  carts. 

I 

75 

Murray,  J.  W.,  commission  collecting 

assessments,  1898, 

132 

08 

Philpot,  H.  R.,  sprinkling, 

495 

50 

Philpot,  John,  " . . . 

438 

25 

Philpot,  Robert,  " . . . 

457 

41 

Melrose,  Town  of,  water  department. 

repairs  on  stand  pipes,  . 

16 

52 

83.762  37 

Expenses  exceed  appropriations  and 

collections,  . . . . . 

S586  41 

Amounts  due  on  1896,  . . . . 

$122 

19 

1897 

544 

32 

“ " “ 1898,  . . . . 

1,209 

12 
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COUNTY  AND  STATE  TAXES. 


Treasurer,  county  tax,  1898,  . 

“ state,  “ “ 

Sewerage  tax,  1898. 

Sinking  fund,  1898, 
Interest,  “ 

Maintenance, 


$11,018  42 
. 6,645  00 

. $1,274  66 

■ 5.064  36 
761  40 

$24,763  84 


E.  TOOTHAKER  FUND. 

Balance,  1897, ^^9^8  28 

Interest  to  Dec.  31,  1898,  . . . 33  49 

$1,021  77 

EXPENDED. 


Adams,  Mrs.  E.  M.,  cash,  . . . $5  00 

Avery,  Mrs.  J.  Q.  A.,  cash,  . . . 9 00 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E.,  fuel,  . . . 6 50 

Farnsworth,  M.  L.,  rent,  . . . 55  00 

Freeman,  L.  T.,  moving  goods,  . . 8 00 

Frost  & Hawes,  groceries,  . . 43  07 

Hinckley,  L.  F.,  “ ...  9 65 

Newhall  & Co.,  G.,  shoes,  . . . 6 30 

Phippen,  F.  E.,  cash,  . . . . 5 00 

Purcell,  Wm.,  “ ....  2 00 

Ripley,  T.  W.,  order  book,  . . . 2 50 

Singer,  Jr.,  J.,  groceries,  . . . 5 30 

$157  32 


Balance,  . 
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TOWN  CLERK’S  CONTINGENT. 

Balance,  1897, ^54  33 

Appropriation, 225  00 


EXPENDED. 


Bordman,  E.  K.,  for  recording,  index- 
ing and  returning  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  . . . . . 

Bordman,  E.  K.,  cash  paid  for  blanks, 
stamps,  cards,  etc., 

Dunton  & Potter,  printing  and  cards,  . 
Greenough,  Adams  & Cushing,  binding 
book,  personal  mortgages, 

Jones,  E.  A.,  directory, 

Library  Bureau,  index  cards, 

Warren  Co.,  M.  R.,  blanks,  etc., 


$208  00 

33  95 
25  75 

I 50 
I 00 
4 00 
I 94 


Balance,  . 


TOWN  HALL. 


Balance,  1897,  .... 

. S 383  02 

Appropriation,  .... 

. 1,000  00 

Cash  received  for  use 

of  hall. 

Foresters  of  America,  . 

$30  00 

Golden  Slipper  Club, 

30  00 

Health  Food,  .... 

10  00 

Hood,  W.  P., 

15  00 

8279  33 


S276  14 
S3 19 


Si. 383  02 


Amount  carried  forward^  . 


81,383  02 
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Amomit  brought  forward, 


Keating,  J.  J., 

^5 

00 

Lynn  & Boston  St.  R.  R.  employes, 

25 

00 

Malden  Canton,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  . 

25 

00 

Melrose  Amateur  Gardeners’  Society,  . 

15 

00 

“ Amphion  Club, 

60 

00 

“ Athletic  Club,  .... 

15 

00 

“ Fire  Department, 

15 

00 

“ Lecture  Course, 

15 

00 

Parliamentary  Club,  .... 

20 

00 

Salvation  Army,  ..... 

10 

00 

St.  Mary’s  Lyceum,  . . 

40 

00 

St.  Mary’s  Society,  .... 

15 

00 

Unitarian  Society.  .... 

25 

00 

Universalist  Society,  .... 

60 

00 

EXPENDED. 

Fuel  and  Lights, 

Benson  & Co.,  S.  E.,  coal. 

^153  75 

Goss,  C.  B.  & F.  H.,  “ . . . 

135  75 

Malden  Electric  Co.,  lights,  . 

55  84 

Malden  & Melrose  Gas  Co.,  gas,  . 
Malden  & Melrose  Gas  Co.,  Welsbach 

. 460  60 

lights, 

21  00 

$826  94 

Miscellaneous. 

Blaisdell,  J.  E.,  labor,  .... 

$16  75 

Brock  Bros.,  stock  and  labor,  repairing. 

24  54 

Bugbee  & Barrett,  mantel. 

65 

141 

^1,383  02 


;^430  00 
^1,813  02 


Amomit  carried  forward^  . 


$1,813  02 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . . . S 1,813  02 

Burnett  & Co.,  stock  and  labor,  plumb- 


ing,  

$30  00 

Burroughs,  A.  W.,  labor  on  boiler, 

3 00 

Chesterton  & Co.,  A.  W.,  sundries. 

2 90 

Deering  & Co.,  J.  P.,  lumber, 

Eastman’s  Express,  expressing  and 

14  58 

moving  piano,  .... 

12  85 

Fenn,  G.  E.,  patent  ventilator, 

Franklin,  A.  B.,  labor  on  heating,  ap- 

25  46 

paratus, 

II  00 

Frost  & Hawes,  sundries. 

I 21 

Fuller,  G.  E.,  janitor,  .... 

400  00 

Fuller,  G.  E.,  sundries,  .... 

4 55 

Geist,  J.,  half  expense,  filling  vase. 

10  00 

Goodno,  W.  A.,  stock  and  labor,  . 

50  40 

Herling,  A.,  labor,  .... 

16  00 

Hoyt,  L.  C.,  pot  and  brush,  . 

I 00 

Jefts,  Wm.  A.,  chairs,  .... 

2 50 

Johnson,  J.,  labor,  ..... 

6 50 

Jordan  & Christie,  brushes,  . 

17  00 

Kelley,  M.,  trimming  trees,  . 

2 50 

Larkin,  Ed.,  labor,  .... 

2 00 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  sundries. 

3 60 

Lindskog,  E.,  stock  and  labor,  painting. 

28  65 

Maxwell  & Ramsey,  plumbing. 

56  56 

Morrison,  C.  H.,  labor,  .... 

3 00 

Norton,  D.,  flag  and  halliard. 

37  40 

Parker’s  Sons,  C.  S.,  repairing  slate  roof. 

13  II 

Perry,  H.  J.,  hardware,  .... 

21  ;8 

Reed,  F.  H.,  cleaning  clock,  . 

I 50 

Amount  carried  forward. 


$1,813  02 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . 

Ripley,  C.  A.,  milling  mouldings,  . ^3  50 

Robertson,  H.  S.,  painting  flag-pole,  . 25  00 

Smith  Bros.,  sharpening  mower,  . i 25 

Standard  Chemical  Co.,  sundries,  . . 5 20 

Wood,  J.  E.,  stock  and  labor,  . . 7 40 

Woodward,  D.  H.,  stock  and  labor,  69  01 


Balance,  ....... 

TOWN  OFFICERS’  BONDS. 
Appropriation,  ..... 


EXPENDED. 

Larrabee,  John,  premium  on  guarantee 
bonds,  Fidelity  and  Deposit  Co.,  . 

Balance, 


WATER  FUND. 
Cr. 


Balance,  1897, ^^8,739  76 

Received  from  S.  A.  Lovejoy,  water 
registrar,  for  water  rates  collected, 

1898, 41,971  67 

Received  for  ten  water  bonds  sold,  . 10,000  00 

“ interest  and  premiums,  . . 704  12 


Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$1,813  02 


^1,759  29 


^53  73 


$325  00 


$2715  00 


$50  00 


861,415  55 
861,415  55 
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EXPENSES  OF  THE  TOWN, 


Amount  brought  forward^  . 

Dr. 

Water  loan  sinking  fund  commission- 
ers’ surplus,  1897,  • • • ^151965  09 

Interest  coupons  on  water  bonds,  10,420  00 
Bills  on  account  of  construction  and 
maintenance  (see  registrar’s  re- 
port),   19*961  39 


Balance  to  credit  of  fund. 


^61,415  55 


$46,346  48 


$15,069  07 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  TREASURER. 


Cash  in  treasury,  Jan.  ii,  1898,  . i^7»037-03 

Total  receipts  for  year,  . . . 492,820  59 


Total  disbursements. 


$499,857  62 
491,940  34 


Cash  in  treasury,  Jan.  7,  1899 


$7,917  28 


CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS. 


Amount  on  hand  last  report, 

1898,  Miller,  John 
“ Feeley,  James  E., 

“ Kimball,  Mary  J., 


$4,462  50 

50  00 
50  00 
100  00 

$4,662  50 


GEORGE  NEWHALL,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  the  Town  of  Melrose. 

Dr. 

Cash  in  treasury,  Jan  ii,  1898,  . . $7-P'h7  03 

Amount  carried  forward^  . . ^7^037  03 

10 
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treasurer’s  report. 


Amount  brought  forward^ 

RECEIPTS. 


S7.037  03 


Addison  Lane,  collector,  taxes 

1891, 

$ii 

23 

44  4i  44  44 

1893. 

72 

28 

44  <4  44 

1894, 

135 

60 

1895, 

491 

68 

44  44  44  44 

1896, 

16,704 

60 

44  44  44  44 

1897. 

99.546 

10 

James  W.  Murray,  “ 

1898, 

108,012 

15 

“ “ “ sewer  asst., 

1898, 

46,336 

00 

Cemetery  trust  funds, 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 
Bank  and  corporation  tax, 
Burial  of  soldiers, 

Military  aid, 

State  aid,  .... 


$271,309  64 
200  00 


$8,238  57 
175  00 
290  00 
2,695  00 


County  treasurer,  dog  tax, 
Schoolhouse  loan,  bonds  sold. 

Water  loan  sinking  fund  commis- 
sioners, . . . . . 

Loans,  permanent,  . . . . 

“ temporary 

From  various  sources  on  account  of 
Cemetery,  . , . . . 

Contingent,  . . . . 

Fire  department,  . . • . 

Health,  . . . . . 

Highway,  . . . . . 


^3.815  81 
179  25 
10  00 
I 00 
3.281  33 


1L398  57 
1,031  23 

50.000  00 

10.000  00 
9,000  00 

62.000  00 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$421,976  47 


TREASURER  S REPORT.  I47 

Amount  brought  forward,  . 

$421,976  47 

Insurance, 

08 

Interest,  ..... 

717  24 

Police,  ..... 

756  54 

Poor, 

2,037  72 

Schools,  ..... 

371  56 

Schoolhouse  loan  sinking  fund. 

premium,  .... 

2,909  50 

Schoolhouse  loan  sinking  fund. 

interest,  .... 

425  15 

Sewer  loan  sinking  fund,  interest. 

226  57 

Sewer  department. 

5.395  97 

Sidewalks,  ..... 

1,168  82 

Soldiers’  relief  .... 

641  50 

Street  sprinkling, 

2,787  83 

Town  hall,  .... 

430  00 

Water  rates,  .... 

41,971  67 

“ loan  bonds  sold. 

10,000  00 

“ interest,  .... 

122  22 

“ premium,  .... 

581 90 

High  school  building. 

7 00 

Toothaker,  E.,  fund,  . 

33  49 

$77,881  15 

S499.857  62 

Cr. 


Bills  paid  as  per  Warrants, 

Cemetery, ;^4,804  72 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

bank  tax,  .....  767  85 
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treasurer’s  report. 


Contingent,  assessors, 

$444  25 

“ town  clerk. 

276  14 

“ general,  . 

3,646  20 

Fire,  .... 

12,063  97 

Health,  .... 

1,912  14 

Highways, 

. 28,143  26 

Insurance, 

1.507  43 

Interest,  .... 

. 28,547  54 

Melrose  hospital. 

500  00 

Memorial  day. 

200  00 

Military  aid. 

532  00 

Parks,  .... 

293  21 

Police,  .... 

10,519  22 

Poor,  .... 

10,938  08 

Public  library,  . 

3,650  89 

Salaries,  .... 

7,036  98 

Schools,  .... 

. 71,564  26 

School  building,  high. 

. 56,174  90 

“ house  loan  sinking  fund. 

5 00 

Sewer,  .... 

• 23,136  45 

Sidewalks, 

4,602  25 

Soldiers,  burial  of  indigent. 

105  00 

“ lot. 

30  00 

“ relief 

1.735  70 

State  aid, 

3,061  00 

Street  lights. 

10,977  60 

“ sprinkling. 

3.762  37 

Taxes,  .... 

. 24,763  84 

Toothaker,  E.  B.,  fund,  . 

157  32 

Town  hall. 

1.759  29 

Town  officers’  bonds. 

S275  00 

Water  fund. 

. 30,381  39 

treasurer’s  report. 
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Water  loan  sinking  fund  commis- 
sioners’ surplus  of  1897, 
Water  bonds,  issue  of  1890, 

Loans,  permanent,  . 

“ temporary,  . 

Cash  in  treasury,  Jan  7,  1899, 


15,965  09 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
107,700  00 

^49b940  34 

7,917  28 


U99^^S7  62 


STATEMENT  OF  TOWN  DEBT. 


LIABILITIES. 

Cemetery  trust  funds,  . . . ;^4,662  50 


SCHOOLHOUSE  LOAN  BONDS. 

Melrose  schoolhouse  loan,  series  of 

1896,  due  1916,  . , . , $200,000  00 


SEWER  LOAN  BONDS. 

Melrose  sewerage  loan,  series  of 

1894,  due  1924,  . . . .$100,000  00 

Melrose  sewerage  loan,  series  of 

1895,  1925.  ....  100,000  00 

Melrose  sewerage  loan,  series  of 

1896,  due  1926,  ....  50,000  00 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$204,662  50 


50 


treasurer’s  report. 


Amount  brought  forward^  . 
Melrose  sewerage  loan,  series 
1897,  due  1907,  . 

Melrose  sewerage  loan,  series 
1897,  due  1912,  . 

Melrose  sewerage  loan,  series 
1897,  due  1917,  . 


$204,662  50 
of 

. $25,000  00 
of 

. 25,000  00 

of 

50,000  00 

$350,000  00 


TOWN  HALL  BONDS. 

Melrose  town  hall,  due  1912,.  . $45,000  00 

WATER  BONDS. 


Melrose  water  loan,  high  service, 

series  of  1885,  due  Nov.  i,  1905,  $37,000  00 
Melrose  water  loan,  series  of  1897, 


due  May  i,  1907, 

50,000  00 

Melrose  water  loan,  series  of  1890, 

due  July  i,  1899, 

10,000  00 

Melrose  water  loan,  series  of  1890, 

due  July  i,  1900, 

10,000  00 

Melrose  water  loan,  series  of  1892, 

due  July  i,  1912, 

25,000  00 

Melrose  water  loan,  series  of  1892, 

due  July  i,  1912, 

37,000  00 

Melrose  water  loan,  series  of  1893, 

due  July  i,  1913, 

50,000  00 

Melrose  water  loan,  series  of  1895, 

due  July  i,  1925, 

38,000  00 

$257,000  00 

Amount  carried  foruuard, 

$856,662  50 

treasurer’s  report. 


Amount  brought  forward^ 


PERMANENT  LOANS. 


Loans  on  account  of  Grove  Street 
School  Building,  as  per  vote  of 
Jan.  22,  1891. 

Provident  Inst,  for  Savings,  due 
Dec.  8,  1900,  . . . . 

Loans  on  account  of  Warren  Street 
and  Vinton  Street  School  Build- 
ings, as  per  vote  of  1892. 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  due  Aug.  26, 
i899» 

Loans  on  account  of  Central  Fire 
Station. 

Coupon  notes,  due  Aug.  i,  1901, 

“ “ “ “ I,  1902, 

. Loans  on  account  of  Land  Adjoin- 
ing Old  Cemetery  and  Upham 
Street. 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  due  April 
22,  1902, 

Loan  on  account  of  New  Stone 
Crusher. 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  due  Jan. 

1893. 

Loans  on  account  of  New  School 
Buildings,  as  per  vote  of  town, 
Nov.  9,  1896. 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  due  Sept. 
21,  1901, 


$11,000  00 


10,000  00 


10,000  00 
10,000  00 


10,000  00 


8,000  00 


6,000  00 
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$856,662  50 


Amount  carried  forward,. 


$856,662  50 
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treasurer’s  report. 


Amount  brought  forward,  . . 56,662  50 

Loan  on  account  of  Grading  High 
School  Grounds,  as  per  vote  of 
town,  Aug.  I,  1898. 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  due  Sept.  21, 

1901 $3,000  00 

$68,000  00 


TEMPORARY  LOANS. 


Odlin,  C.  C.,  Aug.  16,  1893,  @ 4 per 
cent,  interest,  . . . . 

Baker,  Elizabeth  T.,  Aug.  23,  1893, 
@ four  per  cent,  interest,  . 
Austin,  J.  S.,  Sept.  12,  1893,  @ four 
per  cent,  interest, 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  April  10, 
1898,  @ 3^  per  cent,  interest,  . 
Trustees  Public  Library,  Oct.  10, 
1898,  3^  per  cent  interest, 
Todd,  Melissa  A.,  Dec.  21,  1898,  @ 
33^  per  cent,  interest, 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  Dec.  23, 

1898,  @ 3X  per  cent,  interest.  . 


$700  00 

1.000  00 

2.000  00 

10.000  00 

2.000  00 

5.000  00 
5,000  00 

$25,700  00 


$950,362  50 


treasurer’s  report. 
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AVAILABLE  ASSETS. 


Due  from  state,  state  aid,  1898, 

^3,061  00 

“ “ military  aid,  1898,  . 

266  00 

“ “ soldiers’ burial,  1897, 

105  00 

83,432  00 

Uncollected  taxes,  1891, 

;^i6  00 

“ “ 1892, 

43  61 

“ “ 1893, 

103  92 

'■  " 1894, 

208  88 

“ 1895, 

1,251  92 

“ “ 1896, 

1,562  98 

“ “ 1897 

2.763  45 

“ “ 1898, 

107,192  00 

$ 

113,142  56 

Sinking  fund,  schoolhouse  loan. 

811,783  55 

“ “ sewer  loan. 

5,890  82 

“ “ water  “ 

21,198  59 

Sewer  assessments  collected,  . 

46,336  00 

885,208  96 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  II, 

87,917  28 

$2og,yoo  So 


Net  debt  more  than  assets  available. 

$740,661  70 

8950,362  50 

Respectfully  submitted, 


GEORGE  NEWHALL,  Treasurer. 
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treasurer’s  report. 


In  account 

1898. 

Jan.  3. 
Apr.  20. 

July  I. 
Dec.  3. 

1899. 

Jan.  2. 


1898. 
Apr.  2. 

Apr.  20. 


GEORGE  NEWHALL,  Treasurer, 
with  Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 
Dr. 


Balance,  . . . .$11,233  50 

Surplus  of  1897,  • • • 15^965  09 

Interest  from  Town  of  Mel- 
rose, on  surplus  of  1897 
(3  mos.,  20  dys.),  . 195  13 

Melrose  National  Bank,  in- 
terest  97  47 

For  twenty-eight  coupons  of 
Melrose  water  bonds  @ 

$20 560  00 


Melrose  National  Bank,  in- 
terest, ....  33  27 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  in- 
terest, . . . . 137  04 

$28,221  50 


Cr. 

By  paid  rent  of  box  in  Boston 
Safe  Deposit  and  Trust 
Co.’s  vaults,  . . $10  00 

By  paid  Town  of  Melrose 

for  ten  water  bonds,  . 10,000  00 
Premium  on  above  bonds,  . 581  90 

Interest  “ “ . 122  22 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$28,221  50 


treasurer’s  report. 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

June  3.  By  paid  George  Newhall,  for 
one  year’s  services  as 
treasurer  to  June  1/98,  $50  00 

July  5.  By  paid  treasurer,  town  of 
Melrose,  to  pay  ten  wa- 
ter bonds,  due  July  i, 

1898,  ....  10,000  00 

By  balance 7>457  3^ 


Respectfully  submitted. 


$28,221  50 


$28,221  50 


GEORGE  NEWHALL,  Treasurer. 


ASSESSORS’  REPORT  FOR  VEAR  ISOS. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses,  . 


inhabitants, 

Military,  i8  to  45, 
school  children,  5 to  14,  viz: 


5 years  of  age. 

260 

6 “ “ “ 

228 

^ a it  a 

222 

g it  u 

226 

9 “ “ “ 

222 

10  “ “ “ 

227 

II  “ “ “ 

207 

12  “ “ 

205 

13  

198 

14  “ “ “ 

193 

Number  of  horses. 

“ “ cows. 

“ “ dogs, 

“ “ swine. 

VALUATION. 

Buildings, 

$7,430,000  00 

Land,  . 

4,320,895  00 

$ 

Personal, 

$664  084  00 

Resident  bank  stock, 

60,165  00 

3,212 

12,630 

2,550 


2,188 

675 

176 

553 

144 


1,750,895  00 


;^724,249  00 


Rate,  $16.70. 


Total  valuation, 


$12,475,144  00 


assessors’  report. 
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TAXES  ASSESSED 

IN  1898. 

Tax. 

Per  Cent. 

On  real  estate,  .... 

8196,239  95 

90.96 

“ personal  estate. 

11,090  19 

5-15 

“ resident  bank  stock,  . 

1,004  76 

.47 

“ 3,690  polls,  .... 

7.380  00 

3-42 

Amount  of  warrant  to  collector. 

8215,714  90 

100.00 

Additional,  ..... 

650  30 

$216,365  20 

ABATEMENTS. 

For  re-assessment,  . . $6ii  46 

“ causes  as  per  list  of  abate- 
ments following,  . 721  79  ;Si,333  25 


$215,031  95 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Appropriations. 

Per  Cent. 

Bonds  for  town  officers,  . 

$325  00 

•15 

Contingent,  .... 

4,025  00 

1.86 

Deficiencies  of  1807,  . • 

3,186  21 

1.48 

Fire  department. 

1 2,040  00 

da 

00 

Health  " ... 

2,000  00 

•93 

Highway  “ ... 

20,000  00 

9.27 

Insurance, 

712  62 

•33 

Interest,  ..... 

• 25,072  36 

1 1.62 

Amounts  carried  forward. 

. 867,361  19 

31.22 
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ASSESSORS  REPORT. 


Appropriations. 

Per  Cent. 

Amounts  brought  forward^  . 

. 19 

31.22 

Melrose  hospital, 

500  00 

•23 

Memorial  day. 

200  00 

.09 

Military  aid. 

250  00 

.12 

Parks, 

300  00 

.14 

Poor  department. 

7,500  00 

347 

Police  “ ... 

9,675  00 

4.49 

Public  library. 

2,600  00 

1. 21 

Salaries 

6,50c  00 

3.01 

Schools, 

. 75,000  00 

34.77 

Sidewalks,  .... 

3,500  00 

1.63 

Soldiers’  relief. 

1,250  50 

.58 

Street  lighting. 

1 1 ,000  00 

5.10 

Street  sprinkling. 

1,000  00 

.46 

Town  hall,  .... 

1,000  00 

•47 

Total  town  appropriations. 

$187,636  69 

86.98 

State  tax,  .... 

6,645  00 

3.08 

County  tax,  ... 

11,018  42 

5. II 

Metropolitan  sewerage  tax  : 

Interest,  . . ^5,064  36 

Fund,  . . . 1,274 

66 

Maintenance  . . 761 

40 

— $7,100  42 

3.29 

• 

$212,400  53 

98.46 

Overlay,  ..... 

3i3i4  37 

1-54 

Total  levy,  .... 

. $215,714  90 

100.00 

STREET  SPRINKLING  ASSESSED  IN  1898. 


No.  of  feet,  101,560,  @ 3 cents,  per  foot. 


^3,046  80 


assessors’  report. 
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ABATEMENTS  ON  1898  TAXES. 


NO. 

NAME.  AMOUNT 

251 

Mrs.  Eliza  D.  Burnham 

$8.35 

253 

Kichard  Whowell 

3.34 

254 

D.  H.  Andrews 

8.35 

258 

Jabez  S.  Dyer 

8.35 

259 

Elenora  M.  Wright 

8.35 

261 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Kelly 

8.35 

263 

Chas.  E Gassett 

16.70 

264 

Rufus  W.  Smith 

1.08 

265 

Levi  W.  Green 

2.40 

266 

Fred  I.  Ordway 

16.70 

267 

Wm.  R.  Dempsey 

1.74 

268 

Wm.  P.  Whyland 

2.00 

270 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Bent 

1.67 

271 

Hannah  Collins 

8.35 

272 

Mary  Moody 

7.95 

273 

John  E.  Sanborn 

5.10 

274 

John  W.  Farwell 

41.75 

276 

Louis  Finger 

1.00 

278 

Josiah  J.  Garrett 

1.33 

282 

John  Schoonmaker 

.83 

283 

Elijah  W.  Jones 

8.35 

284 

Charles  H.  Bean 

3.34 

285 

Albert  E.  Jones 

.91 

286 

Miss  M.  M.  Enwright 

5.36 

287 

Daniel  H.  Howie 

10.02 

288 

Mrs.  Elizab’h  D.  Pratt 

2.50 

289 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Cobb 

5.00 

290 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Johnson 

8.35 

291 

Miss  Mary  R.  Prince 

12.62 

292 

Charles  A.  Waggett 

9.18 

293 

Clifton  A.  Pendleton 

1.00 

294 

Marcus  Malcolm  est. 

6.72 

CAUSE. 

Soldier’s  widow;  exemption,  $500 
Over-valuation  of  $200 

“ “ on  ice  stock,  $500 

“ “ on  stable,  $500 

Widow;  allowance  on  $500 
“ “ “ 500 

Claims  no  income  over  am't  exempt 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 

Claims  no  income  over  am’t  exempt 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 
Error  in  assessment 
Over-valuation  on  stock,  $100 
Widow;  allowance  on  $500 
“ no  means  of  support 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 
Overvaluation  on  pers’l  est.  $2500 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 

44  44  44  44  44 

Claims  had  no  personal  estate 
Overvaluation  of  $500 
“ “ $200 
To  adjust  area  orf  lot 

44  44  44  44  44 

Overvaluation  of  $600 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 
Overvaluation  of  $300 
Husband  old  soldier;  small  means 
Old  age;  helpless 
Overvaluation  of  $550 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 
Aged  widow;  small  means 


Amount  carried  forward^  $227.04 


i6o 


assessors’  report. 


NO.  NAME.  AMOUNT.  CAUSE. 


Amount  brought  forward^  $227.04 


295 

Dennis  Murphy 

3.34 

297 

Otis  Howard 

2.00 

300 

Stephen  W.  Harvey 

13.36 

301 

Henry  Arnold 

9.19 

303 

Mrs.  Rosa  M.  Burrell 

3.34 

304 

Gilbert  N.  Harris 

3.36 

305 

Ezra  B.  Kenah 

1.17 

309 

Charles  Downer 

1.41 

311 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Phinney 

4.51 

314 

Gilbert  N.  Harris 

3.34 

315 

Mary  E.  Murray 

6.75 

316 

Mary  A.  Finn 

5.00 

317 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Woodbury 

11.27 

318 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Dean 

5.00 

319 

A.  W.  Chesterton  & Co. 

8.35 

322 

Alonzo  V.  Lynde 

3.34 

323 

Daniel  K.  Collamore 

16.70 

324 

F.  S.  Hesseltine 

6.68 

325 

J.  Aug.  Barrett 

8.35 

337 

Joseph  S.  Eastman 

33.40 

340 

Mrs.  Lucy  Dalby 

13.14 

342 

Samuel  D.  Meacham 

66.80 

343 

Sarah  A.  V.  Loring 

12.25 

344 

Susie  E.  Smith 

8.35 

345 

George  W.  Higgins 

1.67 

348 

Daniel  Russell 

10.54 

349 

George  M.  Goodwill 

7.10 

351 

Gertrude  F.  Nash 

8.44 

352 

Sarah  Barrett  est. 

8.35 

355 

Julius  S.  Clark 

5.01 

357 

Leah  Lane 

3.34 

358 

Benj.  F.  Bucknam 

1.25 

359 

Mrs.  Isabella  A.  Whowell 

4.26 

361 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Tebbitts 

.67 

400 

Ellen  A.  Mansfield 

3.75 

Overvaluation  of  $200 
To  correct  area  of  lot 
Overvaluation  of  $800 
“ “ $550 

“ “ $200 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 


Overvaluation  of  $200 
Sickness,  etc. 

Widow;  allowance  on  $300 
Soldier’s  widow;  allowance  on  $675 
Widow;  allowance  on  $300 
Overvaluation  of  $500  on  machin’y 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 
Overvaluation  of  stock 
“ “ $400 

“ “ $500 

Disabled  soldier. 

To  adjust  area  of  lot 
“Personal.”  Resides  in  Canada. 
Error  in  assessra’t  allow,  for  b’d’gs 
Soldier’s  widow”  allow,  on  $500 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 
Overvaluation 
Sick  and  in  hospital 
Husband  helpless 
Widow;  small  means 
Overvaluation  of  $300 
“ “ $200 
Error  assessing  personal 
Widow;  small  means 
To  adjust  area  of  lot 


Amount  carried  forward  $531.82 


assessors’  report. 
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NO. 

NAME. 

AMOUNT. 

CAUSE. 

Amount  brought  forward 

$531.82 

401 

Samuel  Sprague 

33.40 

Soldiers’  exemption 

402 

Mrs.  Margaret  Sayse 

17.67 

Widow;  no  means 

403 

A.  J.  Philbrick  & Sons  8.35 

Overvaluation  on  $500 

404 

Daniel  J.  Prior 

5.01 

To  adjust  area  of  lot 

406 

George  Lynde  estate 

32.33 

u u .. 

407 

Mrs.  Jessie  Coring 

7.15 

Widow;  small  means 

408 

D.  0.  Morton  estate 

20.52 

“ no  “ 

410 

♦ Fred  H.  Curry 

2.50 

Error  in  assessing  personal 

413 

Andrew  J.  Burnett 

10.02 

Overvaluation 

415 

Wm.  A.  Burrell 

2.50 

Land  not  in  Melrose 

481 

Henry  P.  Ingalls 

3.34 

Overvaluation  of  $200 

482 

Justus  Geist 

6.68 

“ “ $400 

483 

Sidney  D.  Farrar 

16.70 

‘‘  “ $1,000  sto 

525 

Wm.  N.  Folsom 

16.70 

“ on  block 

527 

Herbert  H.  Slocomb 

3.34 

“ of  $200 

528 

A.  D.  Maclachlan 

3.76 

To  adjust  area  of  lot 

$721.79 

Abated  and  reassessed 

611.46 

Total,  . . . $1,333.25 

ABATEMENTS  ON  1897  TAXES. 


NO.  NAME.  AMOUNT. 

Abatem’ts  previous  to  May  1,  $240.68 


202 

Mrs.  Susie  E.  Smith 

7.80 

203 

Hanson  E.  Hunnewill 

21.06 

204 

Gertrude  F.  Nash 

11.92 

206 

Mrs.  Margaret  Sayse 

10.96 

207 

Albert  B.  Franklin 

7.80 

209 

George  L.  Morse 

15.60 

210 

Seth  L.  Brewer 

2.00 

211 

Fred  M.  Crosby 

2.00 

CAUSE. 

Soldier’s  widow;  allow,  on  $500 
To  adjust  claim  on  land 
Husband  belplesss  [means 

Overvaluation.  Widow;  small 
Claims  no  income  over  am’t  exempt 
Claims  no  income  over  am’t  exempt 
Assessed  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

“ “ Hampton,  N.  H. 


Amoiint  carried  forward^  $319.82 
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assessors’  report. 


NO.  NAME.  AMOUNT. 

Amount  brought  forward,  $319.82 

212  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Murray  7.80 

213  Alexander  Whitehead  .47 

216  Mrs.  Dicey  Hodnett  7.80 

217  Andrew  Hare  estate  3.79 

218  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Sprague  27.30 

219  Mrs.  J.  A.  Pendleton  2.81 

221  George  Harvey  2.00 

223  Robert  Fleming  2.00 

224  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Hunt  31.59 

225  Francis  D.  Howe  estate  5.35 

226  James  O’Brien  3.12 

227  George  M.  Small  .78 

229  Mary  A.  Davenport  est.  9.25 

230  Fred  W.  Smith  5.46 

231  Mary  A.  Laskie  5.30 

232  Hannah  M.  Lynde  3.13 

233  Winfred  H.  Littlefield  2.34 

235  Nellie  E.  Hatch  3.12 

236  Miss  Mary  B.  Prince  12.37 

237  A.  W.  Birdsall  2.00 

238  John  J.  Scott  1.95 

239  Parker  M.  Greenlaw  5.00 

243  Mrs.  S.  V.  Westgate  6.79 

245  Robert  C.  Higgins  2.00 

249  Young  Men’s  C.  A.  10.92 

250  George  W.  Woodland  3.12 

299  Stephen  W.  Harvey  12.48 

353  William  J.  Riley  2.00 

409  Mrs.  Margaret  Driscoll  5.00 

411  James  L.  Riley  2.00 

414  William  A.  Burrell  30.42 

418  Charles  Foss  2.00 

420  C.  A.  Thomas  3.56 

480  Catherine  Vickery  5.00 

484  Charles  E.  Critchett  2.00 


CAUSE. 

Widow;  sick  and  small  means 
Error  in  assessing  personal 
Widow;  exemption  on  $500 
Widow;  small  means 
Double  assessment  [means 

Bal.  of  a bill  of  $30.81;  small 
Assessed  in  Keene,  N.  H. 

Has  town  aid 

Husband  ill  and  no  means 

Widows;  small  means 

Error  in  assessment  of  personal 

Widow;  small  means 

Error  in  assessment  of  personal 

Widow;  small  means 

Overvaluation 

Error  in  assessment  of  personal 

Overvaluation 

Very  old;  helpless 

Double  assessment 

Error  in  assessment  of  personal 

Overvaluation 

Widow 

Old  age 

Overvaluation  on  $700 
$200 

Old  soldier;  small  income 
Widow;  small  means 
To  correct  error  in  assessment 
Error  in  asst. ; prop’ty  in  Stoneham 
Double  assessment 
Deceased. 

Old  age  and  sickness 
Has  town  aid 


Amount  carried  forward  $551.84 


assessors’  report. 


163 


NO. 

NAME. 

AMOUNT. 

Amount  brought  forward^ 

$551.84 

485 

Charles  E.  Foss 

2.00 

486 

William  F.  Morse 

2.00 

487 

Eri  Upham  ' 

2.00 

488 

Mrs.  Hannah  Rowell 

12.33 

490 

Thomas  Fernald 

2.00 

491 

Francis  W.  Perkins 

4.68 

492 

James  Geary 

2.00 

493 

Albert  Gibbons 

2.00 

494 

William  L.  Anderson 

2.00 

495 

Marsoob  Antaramian 

2.00 

496 

Walter  Babb 

2.00 

497 

Stephen  A.  Bartlett 

2.00 

498 

John  Beckwith 

2.00 

499 

William  S.  Bliss 

2.00 

500 

William  Boyd 

2.00 

501 

William  W.  Brown 

2.00 

502 

Percey  E.  Buck 

2.00 

503 

Leonard  E.  Crocker 

2.00 

504 

William  H.  Crocker 

2.00 

505 

James  W.  Cook 

2.00 

506 

George  D.  Clark 

2.00 

507 

Christopher  Cummings 

2.00 

509 

Charles  Duncan 

2.00 

510 

Thomas  Fitzgerald, 

2.00 

511 

George  C.  Glover 

2.00 

512 

James  Gratto 

2.00 

513 

Francis  N.  Haddon 

2.00 

514 

James  A.  Harding 

2.00 

515 

Warren  M.  Hayward 

11.36 

516 

Harry  Hoc  (or  Gregor) 

2.00 

517 

Charles  F.  Hunt 

2.00 

526 

Kate  Gallagher 

7.02 

639 

J.  J.  Garrett 

59.28 

CAUSE. 

Caanot  locate 
Assessed  in  Brookline 
Deceased. 

Disabled  husband;  small  means 
Assessed  in  N.  H. 

Assessment  on  passageway 
Cripple 

Error  in  assessment 
Cannot  locate 

Deceased 

Cannot  locate 

Cripple 
Cannot  locate 
Assessed  in  Belmont 
Not  eligible 

Deceased 
Not  eligible 
Cannot  locate 

U C( 

Not  eligible 
Deceased 

Assessed  in  Boston 
Assessed  in  Tisbury 
Cannot  locate 

U 

Deceased 

Widow;  small  means 

Error  in  assessment  (reassessed) 


Total 


$702..51 
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assessors’  report. 


ABATEMENT  ON  1896  TAXES. 

NO.  NAME.  AMOUNT.  CAUSE. 

Amount  abated  previous  to 

May  1,  1898,  . . . $85.28 


210  Seth  L.  Brewer 

211  Fred  M.  Crosby 
215  William  McKenzie 
221«  George  Harvey 
223  Kobert  Flefning 
228  George  P.  Marsh 
246  Robert  C.  Higgins 
350  Edward  Xash 

353  William  J.  Riley 

362  Zenas  P.  Adams 

363  Charles  W.  Allen 

364  Fred  M.  Allen 

365  Walter  Andrews 

366  James  A.  Archibald 

367  Astley  Atkins 

368  Josiah  Bardwell 

369  Premzo  Baffoel 

370  Mark  Barrett 

371  Frank  T.  Barrows 

372  William  F.  Barrows 

373  Robert  Barry 

373  George  N.  Bartlett 

375  F.  D.  Beardsley 

376  Joseph  B.  Belleveau 

377  Charles  Benson 

378  James  Benzansen 
519  Albert  P.  Bicknell 

380  Scott  S.  Bigelow 

381  Andrew  J.  Blackwood 

382  Charles  Blackwood 

383  William  Boyd 


2.00  Assessed  in  Gloucester 

2.00  “ “ Hampton,  N.  H. 

2.00  Not  eligible 

2.00  Assessed  in  Keene,  N.  H. 

2.00  Has  town  aid 
3.09  Excessive  assessment 

2.00  Old  age 

2.00  Helpless;  illness 

2.00  Old  soldier;  small  means 

2.00  Assessed  in  New  Hampshire 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

7.32 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00  Assessed  in  New  York 

2.00  “ “ New  Hampshire 

2.00  Deceased 

2.00  A visitor  only 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 
2.00- 

2.00  Cripple 


Amount  carried  forward^  $153.69 


ASSESSORS  REPORT. 
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NO. 

NAME. 

AMOUNT. 

CAUSE. 

Amount  brought  forward^ 

$153.69 

584 

Ralph  Bradbury* 

2.00 

Cannot  locate 

385 

James  R.  Brown 

2.00 

Deceased 

386 

James  A.  Burnham 

2.00 

Cannot  locate 

387 

James  Burton 

2.00 

388 

William  Cairnes 

2.00 

389 

Campbell 

2.00 

390 

William  H.  Carter 

2.00 

391 

David  Cassell 

2.00 

.. 

592 

George  H.  Darling 

4.28 

Deceased 

593 

Henry  Davis 

2.00 

Cannot  locate 

394 

Thomas  Fernald 

2.00 

Assessed  in  New  Hampshire 

395 

Herbert  F.  Carleton 

2.00 

Deceased 

396 

John  M.  Case 

2.00 

Assessed  in  New  Hampshire 

597 

Parnell  M.  Coy 

2.00 

Cannot  locate 

598 

Harry  B.  Coxford 

2.00 

399 

Bernard  A.  Gilbride 

2.00 

Assessed  in  New  Hampshire 

417 

Charles  Foss 

2.00 

Double  assessment 

419 

Samuel  H.  Barker 

2.00 

“ 

421 

D.  McKenzie 

2.00 

Not  eligible 

489 

Hannah  Rowell 

10.86 

Husband  helpless 

Total,  ....  $204.83 


ABATEMENT  ON  1895  TAXES. 


NO.  NAME. 

Amount  abated  previous  to 
May  1,  1898, 

210  Seth  L.  Brewer 
221  George  Harvey 
223  Robert  Fleming 
350  Edward  Nash 
353  William  J.  Riley 
416  Charles  Foss 

Total,  .... 


AMOUNT.  CAUSE. 


$9.85 

2.00 

Assessed  in  Gloucester 

2.00 

“ “ Keene,  N.  H. 

2.00 

Has  town  aid 

2.00 

Helpless;  illness 

2.00 

Old  soldier;  small  means 

2.00 

Double  assessment 

$21.85 

i66 


assessors’  report. 


ABATEMENT  ON  1894  TAXES. 


NO.  NAME.  AMOUNT.  CAUSE. 

222  William  S.  Blake  $2.00  Assessed  in  Cambridge 


350  Edward  Nash 
353  William  J.  Riley 

423  Winfield  S.  Hoft 

424  Carroll  Fiske 

425  Edwin  W.  Gilchrist 

426  J.  A.  Clisbee 

427  Charles  F.  Daniell 

428  Oscar  A.  Ham 

429  James  Hawley 

430  Charles  S.  Jones 

431  Edwin  Lewis 

432  John  Lucey 

433  Ira  S.  McNeil 

434  William  McGah 

435  Charles  M.  McGonigle 

436  Charles  H.  Morrison 

437  Dennis  Murphy 

438  Thomas  Murphy 

439  James  F.  Murray 

441  William  F.  Russell 

442  A.  P.  Sanborn 

443  T.  E.  Thayer 

444  Walter  B.  Ward 

445  Edward  O.  Goodrich 

446  Fred  Paul  Collins 

447  Frank  Cook 

449  George  W.  Dixon 

450  Charles  O.  Wheeler 

451  Andrew  J.  Blackwood 

452  Albert  P.  Bicknell 
347  Henry  V.  Clark 


2.00  Helpless;  illness 

2.00  Old  soldier;  small  means 

2.00  Assessed  in  New  Hampshire 

2.00  Not  eligible 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

9.23 

2.00  Assessed  in  New  Hampshire 

2.00  No  means 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

2.00  Has  town  aid 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

2.00  Old  age 

2.00  Deceased 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

2.00 

2.00  Cripple;  no  means 

2.00  Double  assessment 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

2.00 

2.00  Cripple 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

2.00  “ 

2.00 

2.13  Error  in  assessment 

2.00  Cannot  locate . 

2.00  . “ “ 

2.00  No  means 

2.00  Assessed  in  Maine 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

2.00 

2.00  Not  in  town 


Total, 


$71.36 


ASSESSORS  REPORT. 
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ABATEMENT  ON  1893  TAXES. 


NO. 

NAME. 

AMOUNT.  CAUSE. 

298 

J.  Lawrence  Martin 

$2.00 

Double  assessment 

353 

William  J.  Riley 

2.00 

Old  soldier;  small  means 

412 

James  L.  Riley 

2.00 

Assessed  in  Malden 

422 

Winfield  S.  Hoft 

2.00 

“ “ New  Hampshire 

453 

Albert  P.  Bicknell 

2.00 

Cannot  locate 

454 

Fred  Paul  Collins 

2.00 

455 

George  W.  Dixon 

2.00 

No  means 

456 

George  H.  Farrar 

2.00 

Not  in  town 

458 

Charles  McGonigle 

2.00 

Cannot  locate 

459 

Charles  H.  Morrison 

2.00 

Cripple;  no  means 

460 

William  Ormsby 

6.32 

Deceased 

461 

Charles  L.  Smith 

2.00 

Assessed  in  New  Hampshire 

462 

Joseph  Smith 

2.00 

Cannot  locate 

463 

Samuel  J.  Stone 

2.00 

U (t 

464 

Walter  B.  Ward 

2.00 

( i Ik 

465 

Theodore  B.  Thayer 

2.00 

((  k. 

466 

Oscar  Ham 

1.00 

No  means 

467 

James  B.  Hooper 

2.00 

Assessed  in  Maine 

Total,  ....  $39.32 


ABATEMENT  ON  1892  TAXES. 


NO. 

NAME. 

AMOUNT 

Abated  previous  to  May  1, 

’98,  $2.00 

248 

Thomas  B.  Daw 

3.95 

468 

John  W.  Short 

22.21 

469 

Patrick  F.  Crosby 

2.00 

470 

John  W.  Short 

4.74 

471 

John  S.  Hardy 

2.00 

472 

Michael  Reardon 

2.00 

Total,  . . . $38.90 


. CAUSE. 

Error  in  assessment  of  personal 
Insolvency. 

Cannot  locate 
Insolvency 
Cannot  locate 


assessors’  report. 
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ABATEMENT  ON  1891  TAXES. 


473  Thomas  K.  Higgins 

474  John  S.  Hitchins 

475  Wm.  F.  M.  McArthur 

$2.00’  Double  assessment 

2.00  Not  in  town 

2.00  Cannot  locate 

Total, 

$6.00 

H.  A.  LEONARD, 

JOSEPH  EDWARDS, 

FRANK  R.  UPHAM, 

Assessors  for  yeargi898. 
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vSL. 


state  Tax. 


$1,697,350  $1,642,900 

1,720,050  1,626,950 

1,747,950  1,628,250 

1.803.425  1,044,425 

2,130,039  1,690,386 

2,357,814  1,742,411 

2,585,014  1,789,236 

2.795.426  1,872,225 

3,075,925  2,096,026 

3.360.960  2,213,755 

3.706.375  2,315,755 

3.999.375  2,355,700 

4,272,025  3,093,275 

4,786,160  3,379,700 

5,308,500  3,590,975 

6,677,800  3,708,976 

6,207,475  3,874,625 

6,786,100  4,010,250 

7.143.960  4,306,660 

7,430,000  4,320,895 


$423,497  $69,049 

547,974  73,894 

576,542  74,927 

800,638  97,139 

906,794  117,631 

1,021,712  124,785 

1,114,448  130,074 

1,197,470  145,904 

1,106,224  121,883 

1,246,781  122,971 

1,276,150  137,021 

1,288,066  134,755 


1,674,985 

2,106,320 

2.408,241 

3,007,928 

3,234,658 

3,797,966 


161,186 

126,057 

311,369 

242,310 

365!o42 


404,515 

645,742 

409,249 

380,460 


1.495,829  15  80 

1,455,742  i:t  40 

1,677,854  15  70 

1,628,812  2100 

1,795,306  10  OO 

1,974,016  17  OO 

2.112.669  20  OO 

2,630,259  15  OO 

2,812,756  15  OO 

3.053.670  lO  50 

3,643,907  15  50 

4,178,426  15  80 


4,178,765 

3.743.844 

3,061,500 

3,340,250 

3,776,200 

3,447,850 


4,100,226  369,713 


4,666,889  12  OO 

4,195,244  12  50 

4,025,798  12  OO 

3,666,343  15  OO 

3,650,384  14  25 

3,705,058  12  80 

3,750,789  14  80 

4,197,801  14  40 

4,469,938  12  SO 


4,667,650  403,750 


6,071,400  12  OO 

6,602,038  14  OO 

6.001.566  12  OO 

6,435,620  12  OO 

6,724,705  12  70 

7,777,716  14  20 

8.590.566  15  80 

9,400,130  14  40 

9,924,873  14  20 


10,796,360  637,815  11,434,165  15  20 

11,450,600  758,215  12,208,816  15  00 

11,750,895  724,249  12,475,144  16  70 


$1,472  10 
3,729  17 
4,160  00 
6,850  00 
8,660  00 
9,200  00 
10,450  00 
16,000  00 
9,100  00 
10,480  00 
10,850  00 
11,960  00 

13.800  00 
19,125  00 
17,650  00 

17.800  00 


28,950  00 
36,100  00 
33,716  00 
37,570  00 


62,061  84 


48,107  00 
43,703  06 
61,861  55 
47,545  01 
46,024  12 
60,048  81 
65,393  71 
66,777  52 


75,104  03 
79,562  09 


104,061  87  

123,604  46  $640  75 

121,014  98  1,049  14 

123,852  67  4,041  90 

137,973  25  6,581  48 

154,992  74  6,581  48 

166,621  31  12,182  21 

187,636  69  7,100  42 


§605  08 

$270  00  505  09 

270  00  627  40 

405  00  627  40 

640  00  627  40 

810  00  669  25 

324  00  670  06 

226  00  658  74 

483  00  1,403  16 

2,929  16  1,190  81 

3,864  00  1,190  81 

3,864  00  1,189  19 

8,413  00  1,298  01 

5,370  00  1,423  26 

8,950  00  1,594  05 

3,680  00  1,050  98 

4,475  00  1,821  77 

4.475  00  1,821  77 

4.475  00  1,821  77 

3.660  00  2,122  32 

4,117  50  2,345  72 

3,GG0  (’0  2.504  53 

3,GG0  00  2,3-17  99 

4,284  00  1,495  01 

3,570  00  2,093  03 

2,380  00  1,719  22 

1,190  00  1,719  22 

3,570  00  1,793  96 

3,570  00  1,793  96 

4,760  00  1,793  96 


350  40 

413  31 
600  00 


516  33 


1,366  65 
2.225  71 
1,410  13 
87  00 


627  04 
909  74 
1,445  10 
1.509  55 
912  53 
2,873  29 
2,030  37 
1,498  40 


$4,323  16 
4,840  26 
7,733  23 
9,617  64 
10,485  49 
11,915  74 
16,949  84 
10,344  46 
11,769  77 
12,147  05 
14,346  16 


21,160  87 
28,027  34 
36,136  73 


58,416  26 


02,873  66 
54,082  56 
50,676  67 
57,401  14 
54,407  97 
53,581  66 
68,005  G1 


4,440  00  2,042  40 

3,330  00  2,373  35 

3,930  00  2,362  69 

5,896  00  2,766  47 

6,895  00  3,307  77 

5,880  00  4,558  50 

6,145  00  4,733  83 

4,410  00  4,733  83 

6,757  60  6,428  39 

8,225  00  6,716  22 

0,680  00  7,195  97 

6,895  00  0,307  02 

6,877  50  9,865  44 

6,877  60  9,307  02 

6,646  00  11,018  42 


1,639  21  64,899  13 

1,817  24  71,274  23 

1,112  12  72,711  04 

1,414  56  82,416  63 

1,650  49  86,857  29 

1,923  21  91,914  40 

1,536  56  96,751  19 

1,779  04  114,984  74 

4,834  62  141,271  72 

3,927  41  141,532  76 

5,614  76  147,186  20 

6,418  73  164,175  48 

3,664  11  180,981  27 

3.916  46  197,803  60 

3,314  37  216,714  90 


1854 


1861 


1874 


1881 


COiLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


TAXES  OF  1891. 


Uncollected  as  per  last  report, 

S94 

32 

Interest  collected,  ..... 

6 

91 

$101 

23 

Abatements,  ...... 

72 

00 

$29 

23 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer, 

13 

23 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899,  . 

$16 

00 

TAXES  of  1892. 

Uncollected  as  per  last  report. 

$960 

16 

Additional,  ...... 

4 

74 

Interest  collected, 

15 

78 

$980 

68 

Abatements,  ...... 

930 

35 

$50 

33 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer,  . 

6 

72 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899, 


*■43  61 


COLLECTORS  REPORT.  I70 

TAXES  OF  1893. 


Uncollected  as  per  last  report, 

Interest  collected,  ...... 

$206 14 

7 38 

Abatements,  ....... 

S213  52 

37  32 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer,  . . . . 

176  20 
72  28 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899,  . . . . 

;Sio3  92 

TAXES  OF  1894. 


Uncollected  as  per  last  report. 

Additional,  ....... 

Interest  collected,  ...... 

^398  82 

3 77 

II  25 

Abatements,  ....... 

S413  84 
69  36 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer,  . . . . 

S344  48 
135  60 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899 

$208  88 

TAXES  OF  1895. 


Uncollected  as  per  last  report. 

Interest  collected, 

81,732  96 

32  49 

Amount  carried  forward. 

81,765  45 

I/I 


COLLECTOR  S REPORT. 


Amount  brought  forward^ 

45 

Abatements,  .... 

21 

85 

S1.743 

60 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer,  . 

491 

68 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899,  . 

81,251 

92 

TAXES  OF 

1896. 

Uncollected  as  per  last  report, 

b 

00 

00 

95 

Additional,  .... 

5 

04 

Interest  collected, 

',378 

22 

$18,472 

21 

Abatements 

204 

83 

$18,267 

38 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer,  . 

16,704 

60 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899,  . 

81,562 

78 

TAXES  OF 

1897. 

Uncollected  as  per  last  report. 

898,799 

62 

Additional,  .... 

349 

01 

Interest,  ..... 

3,892 

75 

$103,041 

38 

Abatements,  .... 

731 

83 

8102,309 

55 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer,  . 

99,546 

10 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899,  ....  ^2,763  45 
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STREET  SPRINKLING. 

Assessed  on  abutters  in  1896, 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer, 

^Li37  71 
1,015  52 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899, 

%\22  19 

Assessed  on  abutters  in  1897, 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer, 

^3^374  60 
2,830  28 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899, 

»544  32 

ADDISON  LANE,  Collector  i 

890  to  1897. 

TAXES  OF  1898. 

Amount  of  warrant,  ...... 

Additional,  ....... 

Interest  collected,  ...... 

8215,714  90 
650  50 
182  28 

Abatements,  ....... 

;^2i6,547  48 

L343  33 

Collected  and  paid  treasurer,  . . . . 

;^2i5,204  15 
108,012  15 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899,  . . . . 

Street  sprinkling: 

Assessed  on  abutters  in  1898,  . 

Abated,  ....... 

;Sio7,i92  00 

$3,046  80 
26  40 

Amount  carried  forward, 

$3,020  40 

173 


collector’s  report. 


Amount  brought  forward,.  . 
Collected  and  paid  treasurer, 

Uncollected  January  i,  1899, 

SEWER  ASSESSMENT. 

Collected  and  paid  to  treasurer, 


%lg>20  40 

i,8ii  28 


;Si,209  12 


$46,336  00 


JAMES  W.  MURRAY,  Collector,  1898. 


REPORT  OF  UlCUWAY  BEPARTMENT, 


Melrose,  December  31st,  1898. 

To  the  Ho7iorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Gentlemen: — f herewith  submit  the  following  report  of 
work  on  the  highways,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1898: 


Amount  of  pay  rolls  and  bills  paid  by  the  treasurer, 
on  account  of  highway  department,  as  per  re- 
report of  town  auditor, $28,143  26 

Receipts  credited  to'following  accounts  : 

Snow  removal,  amt.  returned  from  pay  rolls,  • • • $18  00 

“ “ received  from  St.  railways,  1,988  78 

Crusher,  amount  received,  stone  and  loam  sold,  368  90 

*'  “ “ allowance  on  castings,  28  20 

Steam  roller,  amount  received.  City  of  Medford,  528  00 

Granite  crossings,  “ “ C.  B.  & F.  H.  Goss,  9 75 

Flagpole,  “ “ contingent  fund,.  69  00 

Sidewalks,  “ “ sidewalk  “ 188  49 

Catch  baisins  and  drains,  amt.  reed.  S.  D.  Farrar,  3 75 

Concrete  crossings,  amt.  reed,  sewer  departm’t,  31  00 

Cleaning  streets,  “ “ for  street  dirt,..  11  40 

N.  E.  Telephone  Co.,  “ “ “ labor, 10  56 

3,255  83 

Net  amount  expended  as  per  street  report,  $24,887  43 
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Loads 

Cost  of 

Cost  of 

Total 

Streets.  Gravel. 

Cr’h’d 

Materials. 

Labor  and 

Cost. 

Stone. 

Teams. 

Appleton, 

3 

$2.25 

.88 

$3.13 



.82 

.82 

Bellevue  avenue, 

1 

3 

2.35 

1.33 

3.68 

28.25 

28.25 

Berwick, 

20 

15.00 

16.13 

31.13 

Botolph, 

1 

.75 

.44 

1.19 

22 

13.65 

13.65 

Cedar  park,  plank  w'alk, 

11.12 

11.12 

Oleaveland, 

29 

4 

3.00 

11.29 

14.29 

Chester,  bridge, 

1.00 

1.00 

Cottage, 

12 

9.00 

7.56 

16.56 

Crystal,  (163  loads  filling,) ... 

206 

4.30 

122.42 

126.72 

Catch  basins  and  drains, 

585.35 

748.06 

1,333.41 

Culverts  and  bridges, 

167.99 

91.77 

259.76 

Cleaning  brooks, 

171.37 

171.37 

“ catch  basins, 

309.63 

309.63 

“ crossings, 

777.39 

777.39 

“ streets, 

1,568.51 

1,568.51 

Crossings,  concrete,  (contract,) 

132.59 

132.59 

“ granite, 

527.58 

248.13 

775.71 

Dell  avenue 

18.88 

18.88 

Day  street, 

1 

.10 

6.00 

6.10 

Emerson  street,  extension  west 

303.14 

303.14 

Myrtle  to  R.B. 

1,112 

‘834.00 

703.41 

1,537.41 

repairs,. 

29 

21.75 

13.58 

35.33 

Essex  ••  

12 

29 

22.95 

39.47 

62.42 

Everett  “ • 

7 

5.25 

5.71 

10.96 

Florence  “ 

2 

28 

21.20 

17.30 

38.50 

Foster  street,  R.R.  to  Maple,  W. 

271 

203.25 

154.15 

357.40 

Amounts  carried  forward^ . . 

273 

1,519  $2,426.07 

$0, 523.98 

$7,950.05 

HIGHWAY  REPORT. 
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Streets.  1 

Amounts  brought  forward, 

Foster,  R.  R.  east  to  Myrtle, 

“ east  of  Main, 

Franklin,  R.  R.  east  to  Ash- 
land,.   

Franklin,  Ashland  to  Main, . 

“ R.  R.  west, 

Loads 

Gtravel. 

273 

33 

86 

308 

Loads 

Cr’h’d 

Stone. 

1,519 

123 

449 

48 

Cost  of  T A 

Materials  and 

Materials.  Teaming. 

$2,426.07  $5,523.98 

95.55  91.28 

44.03 

336.75  370.10 

30.80  132.53 

36.00  29.63 

nO 

Total 

Cost. 

$7,950.05 

186.83 

44.03 

706.85 

163.33 

65.63 

3.50 

Green,  

150 

709 

546.75 

731.51 

1,278.26 

Grove, 

99 

74.25 

55.43 

129.68 

Highland  avenue, 

6 

10 

8.10 

9.02 

17.12 

Herbert,  

9 

1 

1.65 

10.25 

11.90 

84 

28.51 

28.51 

Hurd,. 

7 

5.25 

5.62 

10.87 

Lake  avenue, 

55 

45 

39.25 

83.75 

123.00 

Lebanon,  

13 

29 

23.05 

67.49 

90.54 

Linden,  sidewalk  $13.45, 

30 

2 

1.50 

18.45 

19.95 

Linwood  avenue, 

163 

661 

512.05 

284.90 

796.95 

Lynde, 

44 

98 

77.90 

47.24 

125.14 

Main, 

4 

384 

288.40 

284.07 

572.47 

“ sidewalk  to  Fells, 

72.25 

72.25 

fencing, 

3.39 

4.95 

8.34 

Maple,  material  from  Emer- 

son and  Tremont, 

1,411 

7.00 

636.24 

643.24 

Melrose,  plank  walk, 

4.66 

4.75 

9.41 

Meridian, 

43 

5 

8.05 

37.37 

45.42 

Myrtle, 

4 

3.00 

1.50 

4.50 

Mystic  avenue, 

4 

3.00 

1.00 

4.00 

Orris, 

7 

5.25 

3.69 

8.94 

Otis, 

6 

10 

8.10 

5.99 

14.09 

Pleasant,. 

69 

200 

156.90 

215.80 

372.70 

Amounts  carried  forward, . 

2,787 

4,414 

$4,702.67  $8,804.83  $13,507.50 

HIGHWAY  REPORT. 
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Streets. 


Amounts  brought  forward  • ■ • 

Porter 

Rowe 

Repairs,  damaged  by  storm. 

Sanford  

Sewer  department 

Sewall’s  Woods  Road 

Street  signs 

Summer  street,  fencing 

Snow,  removal  of 

Sylvan 

Swain’s  Pond  avenue 

Third 

Tremont,  Deering’s  to  park 
“ Emerson  to  Lake  av. 

Lake  av.  to  Deering’s 
Trees,  trimm’g  and  remov’g 
Upham,  Main  to  Lebanon-. 

Upliam,  Lebanon  east 

Upliam,  fencing 

Vine 

Vinton 

Warren 

Winthrop 

Walnut 

Wyoming  avenue.  Pleasant 

to  Cottage 

Wyoming  ave..  Cottage  west 

Wyoming  ave.,  fencing 

tWyoming  Cemetery 

Paving  gutters 


Loads 

Gravel. 

Loads 

Cr’h’d 

Stone. 

Cost  of 
Materials. 

Cost  of 
Labor  and 
Teaming. 

Total 

Cost. 

2,787 

4,414 

$4,702.67  $8,804.83  $13,507.50 

4 

3.00 

5.87 

8.87 

2 

.20 

.50 

.70 

23 

244 

204.36 

653.41 

857.77 

2 

1.00 

11.00 

LOO 

18 

18.00 

29.00 

15 

11.25 

27.62 

38.87 

3.50 

1.71 

3.50 

1.71 

4,415.30 

106.46 

4,415.30 

114.66 

82 

8.20 

55 

41.25 

43.12 

84.37 

585 

58.50 

317.81 

376.31 

1,033 

774.75 

455.51 

1,230.26 

437 

327.75 

271.10 

598.85 

63 

124 

99.30 

181.74 

142.23 

423.19 

281.04 

142.23 

879.94 

609 

456.75 

29 

21.75 

8.84 

66.75 

70.86 

92.61 

8.84 

133.63 

89 

66.88 

47 

16 

14.00 

50.18 

64.18 

1 

.75 

.50 

1.25 

4 

3.00 

1.87 

4.87 

4 

3.00 

2.56 

5.56 

12 

424 

319.20 

283.28 

602.48 

40 

92 

73.00 

104.78 

3.87 

40.04 

718.10 

177.78 

3.87 

40.04 

722.60 

*1-33 

6 

4.50 

3,776  7,618  $7, 225.98$17,203.61  $24,429.59 

Amount  carried  forward^  ......  $24,429.59 


t To  be  paid  in  stone. 


* Loam. 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . . . . ^24,429  59 

James  Marshall,  salary  Dec.  15,  1897,  Dec. 

3h  1898, 1,041  63 

James  Marshall,  for  use  of  horse,  . 102  00 

W.  H.  Preble,  making  report,  1897,  • 70  00 

Expense  acct.,  books,  stationery  and  stamps,  . 27  61 

Tool  acct.,  blacksmithing,  sharpening  and  re- 
pairs, . . . . . . . 124  91 

Tool  acct.,  tools  bought,  . . 156  39 

“ “ hose,  .....  28  00 

High  school  building,  sand,  ....  14  00 


$25,994  13 

Less  balance  in  stable  account  : 

Town  teams  have  earned  @ ^i-75  per  ' 

day  for  each  horse  actually  employed, 
and  the  street  acct.  has  been  charged 
in  the  above  report  with  the  teams  at 
that  rate,  ......  $2,342  39 

Cost  to  town; 


Hay,  grain  and  straw, 

. $620 

15 

Blacksmithing,  shoeing,  . 

102 

57 

Repairs,  carts. 

• 38 

75 

“ ploughs. 

16 

75 

horse  roller. 

35 

00 

road  machine. 

32 

45 

Painting  five  carts. 

43 

08 

Stable  supplies. 

19 

06 

Care  of  stable. 

. 176 

50 

Rent  of  stable, 

60 

00 

One  double  runner  sled. 

30 

00 

New  spreaders  and  chains. 

8 

00 

Five  street  blankets. 

23 

03 

Medicine  and  attendance. 

• 30 

35 

$1,235  69 

$1,106  70 

Net  amount  expended. 

$24,887  43 

HIGHWAY  REPORT. 
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Fifteen  new 
follows  : 


GRANITE  CROSSINGS. 


crossings  built  and  three  re-laid,  located  as 


Lin.  feet 
Granite 

Pavings 

Tremont  street,  at  Emerson 

. . Used  70 

330 

Essex  “ 

.. 

70 

350 

“ 

Willow 

. . “ 42 

296 

Goss  Bros 

“ I 

400 

“ 

Myrtle 

..  “ 43 

300 

Franklin 

Chipman  avenue... 
Ashland,  re-laid  . . . . 
Albion,  “ . . . . 

• • “ 54 

300 

Belmont 

• ■ " 54-6 

241 

Main 

Franklin 

Winthrop,  re-laid..  . 

46.2 

I5I 

Green 

Main 

• • “ 45 

152 

Vine 

Essex 

..  56 

296 

Foster 

Myrtle 

. . “ 70 

390 

Myrtle 

Foster,  N 

. . ■■  56 

400 

“ S 

..  “ 51 

400 

.. 

Herbert 

. . “ * 4 

261 

Dell  avenue. 

Upham 

-•  “ 53 

350 

*New  stone.  Balance  used  was  short  stones  from  old  crossings. 


SARGENT  STREET  DRAIN. 


Ordered  by  vote  of  the  town.  This  drain  was 
built  of  12  in.  and  15  in.  pipe  from  Highland 
avenue  to  the  brook  at  Albion  street. 

Built  three  large  catch  basins  at  Highland  avenue 
and  Sargent  stieet,  and  connected  same  with 
8 and  10  in.  pipe. 
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Cost  of  labor  and  material,  .....  22 

In  addition  we  put  in  one  catch  basin  on  Briggs 
street  and  three  large  ones  on  Franklin  street 
and  connected  them  with  main  drain,  using 
8 in.  and  lO  in.  pipe  ; also  took  up  and  re- 
laid  pipe  to  three  old  catch  basins  at  a cost  of  1 15  23 

Total  cost  of  drains  and  connections,  . . ^592  45 


STOCK  AND  TOOLS. 


24  shovels,  round  point. 
34  “ square 

4 “ long  handle. 

4 spoons,  post  pole. 

15  crowbars. 

10  picks. 

10  pick  handles. 

2 tamp-bars. 

I spade. 

8 hoes. 

I paving  rammer,  wood. 

1 “ “ iron. 

3 grub  hoes. 

7 rakes,  iron. 

11  stone  hammers. 

I paving 

14  steel  points. 

6 ‘‘  chisels. 

7 hand  drills. 

I iron  dog. 

5 axes. 


I stone  crushing  plant. 
I steam  drill  and  tools. 
15  feet  steam  hose. 

I set  sharpening  tools. 
I blacksmith  forge. 

I battery. 

I road  machine. 

I steam  roller. 

I sectional  iron  roller. 

5 horses. 

3 single  carts. 

I double  cart. 

13  snow  plows. 

3 iron  gutter  plows. 

I double  runner  sled. 

I wagon  jack. 

I barrel  cart, 

3 sets  cart  harness. 

I set  double  “ 

I “ four  horse  reins. 

3 “ traces. 
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2 hand  saws. 

1 -level. 

2 scythes  and  snaths. 

I extension  ladder. 

i8  push  brooms. 

8 wheelbarrows. 

3 screens. 

150  feet  % in.  hose. 

14  lanterns. 

I box  hammer  handles. 
I iron  square. 


I express  saddle. 

5 street  blankets. 

5 stable  “ 

5 halters. 

1 five-gallon  oil  can. 

2 crotch  chains. 

I pipe  cleaner. 

100  feet  3 in.  hose. 

5 whifhetrees. 

1 16  feet  24  in.  drain  pipe. 

3 striking  hammers. 


JAMES  MARSHALL, 


Superintendent  of  Streets,  Melrose,  Mass. 


REPORT  OP  TBE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE. 


Melrose,  Dec.  31,  1898. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  : 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1898. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  received  from  the 
court  for  fines  imposed  (after  deducting  the  town’s  propor- 
tionate share  for  the  transfer  of  prisoners  from  the  court 
room  to  Cambridge)  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents. 


Appropriation  for  1898, 
Balance  from  1897, 
Received  from  court  fines, 


$9,675  00 

I 

756  54 


Sio,433  12 


Expended  during  the  year,  1898, 
Deficit,  ..... 


$10,519  22 
86  10 
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Cases  brought  Before  the  Court, 

Assault,  .........  10 

By-Laws,  .........  2 

Bastardy,  .........  4 

Breaking  and  entering,  ......  4 

Cruelty  to  animals,  .......  2 

Disturbing  the  peace,  . . . . . . . ii 

Disturbing  religious  meeting,  .....  2 

Defrauding  boarding  house,  .....  i 

Drunks,  . . . . . . . .130 

Default  warrants,  ........  2 

Exposing  person,  ........  i 

Embezzlement,  ........  i 

Forgery, i 

Keeping  and  exposing,  ......  4 

Larceny,  .........  14 

Lewd  and  lacivious,  . . . . . . . i 

Non-support,  ........  5 

Poisoning  animals, 2 

Riding  on  sidewalk,  .......  5 

Refusing  to  assist  officer,  ......  i 

Search  warrants,  ........  14 

Threats,  .........  i 

Vagrancy,  .........  7 

Miscellaneous  Work  Done  by  the  Department. 

Patients  conveyed  to  the  Danvers  hospital,'  . . 4 

“ “ “ “ Melrose  “ 8 

“ “ “ Boston  “ I 

“ •*  “ “ Melrose  almshouse,  . . 3 
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Insane  person  taken  and  delivered  to  relatives,  . i 

Suicides  taken  care  of,  ......  . 2 

Persons  killed  on  railroad  and  taken  to  undertakers,  . 3 

Dr.  J.  S.  Clark  to  attend  persons  in  lockup,  . . 4 

Dr.  E.  S.  Jack  “ “ ..  .1  ..  j 

Arrested  for  out  of  town  officers,  ....  5 

Lodgers  accommodated, 

Wagon  calls  answered,  .......  67 

Cards  put  up  for  board  of  health,  .126 

Persons  assisted  home,  ......  7 

Arc  lights  reported  out,  ......  loi 

Small  lights  “ “ ......  623 

Doors  found  unlocked,  ......  39 

Defects  in  streets  reported, 42 

“ “ sidewalk  ......  15 

Disturbances  suppressed,  ......  24 

Cases  investigated,  . . . . . . . 38 

Lanterns  hung  in  dangerous  places,  . . 31 

Water  breaks  reported, 27 

Gas  leaks  “ .......  15 

Horses  killed,  ........  2 

Dogs,  “ 9 

Wires  reported  down,  . . . . . . . 15 

Lost  children  taken  care  of,  .....  10 

Stray  horses  cared  for  .......  6 

Notices  delivered,  . . ' . . . . . 92 

Fire  alarms  given,  .......  4 

Accidents  attended  to  on  the  street,  ....  7 

Stolen  property  recovered  and  returned  to  owner 
$500.00  worth. 

Fires  attended, 33 

Officers  at  fires,  .......  79 
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During  the  past  year  there  have  been  but  four  cases  of 
breaking  and  entering  reported.  The  parties  doing  the 
same  were  apprehended,  and  are  now  serving  their  sen- 
tences. 

The  sickness  has  been  more  than  usual,  one  officer  being 
absent  six  and  one-half  months. 

I would  again  call  the  attention  of  the  town  to  the 
necessity  of  providing  some  other  place  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  “ lodgers.”  Fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
have  been  put  up  during  the  last  year,  and  the  condition  of 
some  of  them  has  left  the  lock-up  in  a condition  that  makes 
the  offices  over  it  in  a bad  state  for  occupancy. 

I would  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment  of  a 
day  officer  in  the  Highlands  district,  as  mentioned  in  the 
report  of  last  year.  There  have  been  four  officers  on  duty 
Sunday  afternoons,  and  the  order  of  the  town  has  been  very 
much  benefited  by  it. 

The  calls  for  the  ambulance  and  patrol  wagon  have  been 
more  than  last  year,  and  have  been  attended  to  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

I wish  to  thank  the  board  of  selectmen  for  their  help  and 
advice,  also  every  member  of  the  force  for  their  promptness 
and  willingness  to  assist  when  called  upon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  M.  McLaughlin,  chief. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  BEIIOINCS. 


Melrose,  Jan.  i,  1899. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  : 

This  is  my  ninth  annual  report.  Whole  number  of  build- 
ing permits  granted  to  August  ist,  1898,  28,  comprising  27 
dwellings  and  i stable. 

DEXTER  PRATT, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 


Melrose,  Jan.  i,  1899. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  : 

This  is  my  first  annual  report.  Whole  number  of  building 
permits  granted  from  August  ist,  1898,  15,  mostly  for  dwell- 
ings. There  have  been  two  granted  for  stables,  each  for 
one  horse. 

I have  had  repaired  27  chimneys  that  were  not  fire  proof. 

W.  A.  GOODNO, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 


Statistics  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths, 


REGISTERED  IN  THE  TOWN  CLERK’s  OFFICE 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


January, 

Births. 

31 

Marriages. 

9 

Deaths. 

13 

February, 

35 

9 

12 

March, 

20 

8 

24 

April, 

24 

12 

23 

May, 

23 

4 

22 

June, 

• 

22 

19 

13 

July,  . . . 

19 

7 

13 

August, 

30 

5 

II 

September, 

24 

13 

16 

October, 

34 

14 

17 

November, 

19 

14 

13 

December, 

21 

4 

21 

Number  registered. 

BIRTHS. 

302 

I18 

198 

302 

More  than  last  year. 

18 

Males, 

142 

Females, 

160 

Born  in  Melrose, 

290 

302 

“ elsewhere, 

12 

302 


1 88  TOWN  clerk’s  statistics. 

Born  of  American  parents,  . . io6 

“ “ foreign  parents,  ...  119 

“ *•  American  father  and  foreign 

mother,  ....  25 

“ •'  foreign  father  and  American 

mother,  ....  52 

302 

INTENTIONS  OF  MARRIAGE  RECORDED. 


Number  of  couples, 

Both  residing  in  Melrose, 

But  one  residing  in  Melrose,  . 
Neither  residing  in  Melrose,  . 


no 

55 

54 

I 

— 1 10 


MARRIAGES. 


Whole  number  of  couples  registered, 
Less  than  last  year. 

Both  parties  American,  . 

Both  parties  foreign, 

American  and  foreign,  . 


55 

31 

32 


118 


118 


DEATHS. 

Whole  number  registered. 

More  than  last  year. 

Males  (married) 

Females  (married)j 
Widowers, 

Widows,  .... 
Males  (single). 

Females  (single),  . 

Male  children. 

Female  children. 


198 

18 

37 

39 

17 

37 

16 
8 

27 

17 


198 


TOWN  clerk’s  statistics. 


189 

Stillborn  and  premature,  ...  10 

Under  i year, 27 

From  I to  5 years,  ....  6 

“ 5 to  10  “ ....  o 

“ 10  to  20  ....  9 

20  to  30  “ 13 

“ 30  to  40  “ . 15 

40  to  50  “ , . 10 

50  to  60  “ . . . 24 

60  to  70  “ . . 26 

70  to  80  “ . . 27 

“ 80  to  90  “ . . 29 

Over  90  “ . . , . 2 

198 


DOGS  LICENSED  DURING  YEAR  1898. 

Males,  .........  442 

Females,  ........  39 

\ 

Total,  .........  481 

AMOUNTS  PAID  TREASURER  MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

June  2,  1898, ^434  00 

December  5,  1898,  . . • . . . 571  80 


$i,00S  80 


TOWN  clerk’s  statistics. 
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AUCTIONEERS’  LICENSES. 


Sidney  H.  Buttrick, 

Expires 

J nuary 

I, 

t8c 

John  C.  Hatch,  . 

“ 

February 

I, 

Rufus  D.  Kilgore, 

“ 

February 

8, 

Royal  B.  Leighton, 

February 

10, 

Edwin  S.  Small, 

“ 

March 

15. 

*• 

Charles  C.  Swett, 

March 

15. 

William  R.  Lavender, 

*• 

April 

6, 

William  A.  Burrell,  . 

April 

15. 

Fred  T.  Kimball, 

May 

14, 

Harry  A.  Batchelder, 

May 

I, 

Fred  E.  Everett, 

“ 

May 

24, 

Henry  A.  Leonard,  . 

June 

20, 

“ 

George  W.  Burke, 

June 

21, 

Moses  F.  Eastman,  . 

August 

6, 

Stephen  A.  Lovejoy, 

October 

I, 

“ 

Charles  W.  Ellison, 

December 

19. 

“ 

CARRIAGE  LICENSES. 

A.  L.  Cheever,  ....  Expires  July  i,  1899 
F.  H.  Cheever,  ....  “ ..  << 

J.  H.  L.  Anderson,  ...  *■  i i. 

J.  H.  L.  Anderson,  ...  “ a .. 

W.  W.  Boardman  & Co.,  . . .... 

W.  W.  Boardman  8l  C9.,  . . 

Philip  S.  Keating,  . . u .. 


TOWN  clerk’s  statistics. 


Philip  S.  Keating, 
H.  D.  Wheaton, 
Mack  C.  Gallant, 
Mack  C.  Gallant, 


191 

Expires  July  i,  1899 


JURORS  DRAWN  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Frederic  W.  Belyea, 
Edward  J.  Norris, 
George  S.  Lassell, 
Henry  W.  Sawyer, 
Calvin  W.  Sawyer, 
Albon  W.  Parker, 
Charles  M.  Field, 
Alfred  T.  Lunt, 


September  6,  1898 
October  3, 

a ii  it 

March  i 

June  3,  “ 

February  i,  “ 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD 


OF 


Water  Commissioners 


OF  THK 


TOWN  OF  MELROSE,  MASS.. 


FOR  THE 


Financial  Year  Ending  December  31,  1898, 


13 


MELROSE: 

DUNTON  & POTTER,  PRINTERS,  REPORTER  OFFICE. 
1899. 


TOWN  OF  MELROSE,  MASS. 


WATER  DEPARTMENT. 


COMMISSIONERS  : 

GEORGE  L.  MORSE.  CURTIS  C.  GOSS. 

FRANCIS  W.  HUNT. 


REGISTRAR  : 

S.  A.  LOVEJOY. 


SUPERINTENDENT  : 


JAMES  VY.  RILEY. 


Report  of  the  Water  Commissioners 


FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1898. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Melrose  : 

Your  commissioners  respectfully  submit  their  twenty- 
eighth  annual  report,  with  reports  of  water  registrar  and 
superintendent. 


COLLECTIONS. 

Our  collections  for  water  rates,  exclusively,  amount  to 
;g4i,4ii.4i,  the  largest  ever  made  by  this  department,  and  a 
gain  over  last  year  of  ^2,017.45.  Had  the  business  of  the 
year  1898  been  conducted  on  the  same  basis  as  that  of  the 
previous  )'ear  we  would  have  shown  a surplus  of  $19,347.95, 
which  would  have  been  $3,382.86  more  than  we  placed  in 
the  sinking  fund  for  the  year  1897.  under  the  metro- 

politan system,  of  which  we  are  now  a part,  we  are  required 
by  law  to  pay  all  expenses,  including  all  money  expended 
for  construction,  from  our  receipts.  Whereas,  under  the  old 
system  we  sold  bonds,  and  from  their  proceeds  paid  all  ex- 
penses incurred  for  construction  account.  As  our  construc- 
tion account  for  the  past  year  was  $4,726.77  our  surplus  is 
reduced  that  amount.  To  offset  this,  however,  we  are  not 
increasing  our  debt. 


196 


WATER  REPORT, 


After  deducting  from  our  receipts  the  sums  expended  for 
construction,  maintenance  and  interest  on  bonds,  vve  have 
a net  surplus  on  hand  of  $14,621.06.  Under  the  metropoli- 
tan law  the  town  will  decide  at  the  next  annual  town  meet- 
ing what  shall  be  done  with  this  sum. 


WATER  RATES. 

Your  commissioners  still  continue  to  receive  complaints 
regarding  water  rates.  They  are  thought  by  some  to  be 
excessive,  considering  the  amount  we  are  placing  in  the 
sinking  fund,  and  the  fact  that  we  shall  probably  soon 
receive  quite  a sum  from  the  state  in  settlement  of  damages. 

The  question  of  water  rates  was  never  more  important 
than  now.  Under  the  metropolitan  law  the  water  commis- 
sioners, with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  determine  the 
rates.  Acting  under  this  law,  as  stated  in  our  last  year’s 
report,  after  careful  consideration,  your  commissioners  de- 
cided that  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  reduce  our  rates  until, 
at  least,  we  know  the  sum  we  shall  receive  from  the  state. 
We  submit  herewith,  for  your  consideration,  the  reasons  for 
such  decision. 

On  January  i,  1898,  our  water  debt  was  $257,000,  with 
$31,158.54  in  the  sinking  fund.  For  the  next  few  years 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  $10,000  per  annum  will  be  maturing 
every  year.  While  our  profits  the  past  two  years  have  been 
large,  they  will  from  this  time — unless  our  receipts  increase 
— continually  decrease  every  3^ear,  until  in  seven  years  there 
will  be  substantially  none.  The  reason  for  this  is,  that  our 
state  tax  in  support  of  the  metropolitan  system  will  increase 
about  $2,000  every  year — the  past  year  it  was  $3,332.94 — 
until  it  reaches  the  sum  of  $15,000  or  $16,000,  which  is  now 
estimated  will  be  our  share  of  the  ultimate  yearly  tax.  We 


WATER  REPORT. 


197 


eliminate  from  the  question  the  amount  we  may  receive 
from  the  state  in  settlement  of  damages  until  we  receive 
the  same,  it  being  at  present  an  entirely  unknown  quantity. 
Moreover 


THE  NEW  RESERVOIR 

now  being  constructed  by  the  state  will  probably  be  finished 
and  in  use  by  July  i of  the  present  year.  This  will  cause 
so  great  an  increase  of  pressure  that  we  shall  be  compelled 
the  relay  much  of  the  old  cement  lined  pipes  during  the 
coming  spring,  which  will  necessitate  a very  large  additional 
expenditure. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  commissioners  unani- 
mously agreed  that  the  water  rates  should  not  be  reduced 
at  present.  They  are  still  of  this  opinion,  and  believe  that 
their  decision  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  L.  MORSE, 

CURTIS  C.  GOSS, 

FRANCIS  W.  HUNT, 


Water  Commissioners- 
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J£  estimated  water  is  furnished,  it  is  30c,  per  1,000  gallons. 


Report  of  Water  Registrar 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MELROSE,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


To  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  : 


Gentlemen:  — The  following  is  a 

report 

of  details 

for 

year  1898  : 

Record  water  rates,  lime  and  summons. 

$41,411 

41 

Service  pipes  and  sundries. 

841 

83 

$42,253 

24 

Paid  George  Newhall,  treasurer,  . 

841.971 

67 

Refund  sundry  persons, 

281 

57 

842,253 

24 

Statement  Jan.  i,  1899  : 

Receipts, 

S42.253 

24 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


Refund  sundry  persons. 

. $ 281 

57 

Interest  on  bonds, 

. 10,420 

00 

Maintenance  labor,  salaries  of 

. 11,524 

49 

Stock,  ...... 

679 

35 

Construction,  labor  and  stock, 

. 4.726 

77 

$27,632  18 


$14,621  06 
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WATER  REPORT. 


MAINTENANCE. 


Anderson,  G.  P.,  oil  and  packing,  .... 

$41 

79 

American  Express  Co.,  .... 

50 

Barry,  Beal  & Co.,  stationery,  . . 

I 

08 

Bartlett,  E.  E.,  logs, 

7 

50 

Benson,  S.  E.  & Co.,  coal  and  cement,  . 

397 

55 

Boston  & Maine  R.  R.,  freight,  .... 

49 

78 

Brock  Bros.,  sundries,  ..... 

38 

Burrell  & Dutton,  chisels,  .... 

5 

70 

Bliss,  G.  E.,  electric  lights,  . ... 

18 

00 

Chandler,  L.  E.,  clipping  horse,  .... 

3 

00 

Chesterton,  A.  W.,  Co.,  picks  shovels  and  Ian- 

terns,  ........ 

49 

23 

Chapman  Valve  Co.,  repairs,  ..... 

46 

14 

Cross  Bros.,  sealing  wax,  ..... 

21 

Davis’  Express,  ....... 

75 

Dunton  & Potter,  com.  reports,  .... 

12 

00 

Doan,  H.  J.,  repairing  derrick,  .... 

45 

Deering,  J.  P.,  & Co.,  lumber,  .... 

2 

57 

Eastman’s  Express,  ...... 

4 

45 

Edwards,  Joseph,  express  wagon  and  shoeing, 

221 

02 

Edison  Manufacturing  Co.,  diaphragm  and  sun- 

dries, ........ 

23 

09 

Frost  & Hawes,  sundries, 

13 

65 

Globe  Manufacturing  Co.,  sundries. 

2 

25 

Greenwood  & Co.,  floor  brush,  .... 

I 

25 

Goss,  C.  C.,  salary,  ...... 

50 

00 

Hersey  Manufacturing  Co.,  repairs. 

I 

35 

Hoffman,  C.  L.,  concreting  and  teaming. 

43 

43 

Hunt,  F.  W.,  salary, 

50 

00 

Amount  carried  forward,  , . . . . 

$1,047 

70 

WATER  REPORT.  201 

Amount  brought  forivard,  .....  $1,047  7^ 

Jenney  Manufacturing  Co.,  repairs  . 25 

Knowles  Pump  Works,  comp,  rod,  35  75 

Larrabee  & Stearns,  ......  50 

Lovejoy,  S.  A.,  insurance,  42  80 

“ “ salary,  ....  i,000  00 

Lynn  Electric  Light  Co.,  ....  4 00 

Langiell,  W.  D.,  repairing  harness,  6 50 

Malden  Electric  Light  Co.,  .....  59 

McCoubry,  Thomas,  blacksmithing,  74  28 

McTierney,  James,  sundries,  . . . . i 51 

Morse,  G.  L.,  salary,  . . . ..  50  00 

Merrill,  G.  P.,  horseshoeing,  . M 83 

Merrill,  C.  A.,  stationer}^  .....  18  25 

Melrose  Journal,  water  bills,  . . 18  00 

Malden  Veterinary  Hospital,  ....  8 00 

Mosher  Safe  Co.,  .......  2 50 

- N.  E.  Telephone  Co.,  .....  95  94 

George  Newhall,  water  damage,  ....  309  00 

National  Meter  Co.,  repairing  meters,  . I7  35 

Neff,  R.  W.,  paint,  .....  7 00 

Page,  M.  S.;  clock,  ...  13  00 

Pratt’s  Express,  . . . . 13  95 

Postage,  A.  Hocking, 25  00 

Perry,  H.  J.,  sundries, 21  45 

Philpot,  Henry,  teaming,  .....  7 69 

“ John,  “ 30  80 

“ Robert,  wood,  ......  6 46 

Ricker,  J.  E.,  sundries,  ......  90 

Riley,  J.  W.,  boarding  two  horses,  . . . 432  00 

“ “ rent  of  shop,  . . . . 150  00 

“ “ salary, i,200  00 


Amount  carried  forward^  . . . . .$3,60830 
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Amount  brought  forward^  .....  $3,608 

Scrannage  Bros.,  repairs,  ..... 

Snow,  Edgar,  horse,  . . . . . 125 

Stevens,  W.  C.,  additions  to  map,  ...  20 

Sampson,  G.  H.,  & Co.,  dynamite,  ...  25 

Sturges,  F.  P.,  adjusting  horses,  ....  4 

Sumner  & Goodrich  Co.,  plugs,  ....  2 

Smith  Bros  , sundries,  ......  i 

Town  of  Stoneham,  taxes,  ....  87 

Tyzzer,  F.  H.,  painting  wagons,  ....  38 

Thompson  Meter  Co.,  meter,  ....  9 

Union  Meter  Co.,  repairing  meter,  ...  2 

Walworth  Supply  Co.,  supplies,  . . . . 12 

Whittier,  E.  L.,  gravel,  ......  5 

Woburn  Electric  Light  Co.,  .....  3 


Total, S4,993 


30 

50 

00 

00 

44 

00 

40 

10 

51 

50 

90 

30 

35 

60 

00 

60 
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CONSTRUCTION. 


Cost  to  Jan.  i.  1898,  . 

“ stock,  construction,  1898, 
labor,  “ “ 

“ stock,  street  services, 

" labor,  “ “ 


. ;^400,i07  47 
3,000  47 
1,726  30 

339  96 

320  96 


$405,495  16 


STOCK  PURCHASED 


A.  W.  Morgan  Manufacturing  Co., 

. ^187 

50 

Benson,  S.  E.,  &.  Co., 

5 

75 

Builders’  Iron  Foundry  Co.,  . 

: 19 

40 

Chadwick  Lead  Works, 

425 

37 

Chapman  Valve  Co., 

71 

90 

City  of  Malden,  .... 

13 

79 

Coffin  Valve  Co.,  .... 

259 

60 

Cunningham,  J.  H.,  & Co., 

. . . 58 

42 

Davis  & Farnum,  .... 

71 

09 

Hoffman,  C.,  . 

. . . 48 

92 

Lead  Lined  Pipe  Co. 

451 

16 

Norwood  Engineering  Co.,  . 

225 

90 

Osgood  & Hart,  .... 

97 

02 

Philpot,  Robert,  .... 

19 

50 

Scrannage  Bros.,  .... 

255 

1 1 

Standard  Brass  Co., 

117 

16 

Warren  Foundry  Co., 

• 3.929 

96 

S6,257 

55 

Stock  on  hand,  Jan.  i,  1898,  . 

. 88,341 

28 

814,598 

83 
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Stock  used  in  1898  : 
Construction, 
Maintenance, 

Street  service, 


. $3,000  47 
679  35 
339  96 


$4,019  78 

Stock  on  hand,  Jan  i,  1899, $9,319  10 


WATER  TAKERS,  JANUARY  I,  1 899. 


Families,  ........  3,t7i 

Stores  and  shops, 117 

Boarding  houses,  .......  4 

Horses,  . . . . . 381 

Cows,  .........  84 

Meters  in  use,  .......  71 


TOWN. 

Town  hall,  fifteen  school  houses,  five  hose  houses,  one 
engine  house,  eighteen  stand  pipes,  two  ornamental  foun- 
tains, four  drinking  fountains,  ninety-four  automatic  dump- 
ing pans  for  sewers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STEPHEN  A.  LOVEJOY, 

Water  Registrar. 


Report  of  the  Superintendent. 


To  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  : 


Gentlemen:  — I herewith  submit  my  annual  report. 

The  water  works  have  been  kept  in  good  condition  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Breaks  have,  however,  been  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  the  old  cement  pipes,  and  it  seems  to  be  a 
matter  of  necessity  that  the  cement  pipes,  which  have  been 
in  use  for  nearly  thirty  years,  should  be  replaced  with  cast 
iron  pipe,  especially  as  the  water  pressure  will  be  increased 
soon  ten  pounds — as  soon  as  the  supply  shall  come  from 
the  new  reservoir,  which  will  probably  be  some  time  during 
the  coming  summer.  During  the  year  1898  new  iron  pipe 
has  been  laid  as  follows : 


225  ft. 
to8  “ 
160  “ 
1,340  “ 
30  “ 
300  “ 
264  “ 
520  “ 

575  “ 

1,060  “ 


6 in.  pipe.  West  Emerson  street. 


6 

6 

16 

10 


Wheeler  avenue. 
Holland  road. 
Ravine  road. 


6 

6 

6 

6' 


6 


Lynde  street. 
Beacon  “ 
Rogers  “ 
Whittier’s  field. 
Pleasant  street. 
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104  ft.  6 in.  pipe.  Everett  street. 

169  “ “ Crescent  place. 

210  “ 6 “ off  Franklin  street. 

310  “ 6 “ Spear  street. 

One  4 in.  hydrant,  Rogers  street. 

“ 4 “ “ Whittier’s  field. 

Two  4 “ “ Pleasant  street. 

One  4 “ “ Spear  street. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  W.  RILEY. 

• Superintendent. 
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Table  Showing  Levels  Below  Spot  Pond  Rollway. 

Surveys  made  in  1884  by  Percy  M.  Blake,  C.  E.,  and 
George  H.  Bishop,  C.  E. 


Below 

Rollway. 


Feet. 


Reservoir  98  feet  above  rollway. 


0.00 

5.61 

22.39 

83.00 
92.20 
97.19 
98. 53 

0-37 

99.62 

91-56 

86.06 

32.00 
92.17 
41.09 
13.78 

18.00 
3.00 

73.00 

18.00 
3.16 


Rollway. 

Lowest  point  on  pipe  line  bet’n  Woodland  ave.  and  Ravine  rd. 
Summit  of  Ravine  road,  near  Spring  barrel  in  ground. 
Northwest  corner  Ravine  road  and  Washington  street. 
Intersection  of  Ravine  road  and  Wyoming  avenue. 
Intersection  of  Trenton  street  and  Wyoming  avenue. 

West  rail  Boston  & Maine  railroad  at  Wyoming  station. 

Piazza  floor  of  C.  S.  Adams’  house,  on  Wyoming  hill. 
Intersection  Berwick  street  and  Wyoming  avenue. 

Corner  Main  and  Foster  streets. 

Fall  from  rollw-ay  to  top  of  underpinning  of  Town  Hall. 

Sill  of  lower  window  of  J.  T.  Chase’s  house,  Cedar  Park. 
Intersection  of  Main  and  Essex  streets. 

Intersection  of  Upham  street  and  Bellevue  avenue. 

Sill  of  Upham  street  schoolhouse. 

In  front  of  G.  C.  McFarland’s  house,  Chipman  avenue. 

Top  of  hill,  opposite  G.  C.  McFarland’s  house. 

Track  of  Boston  & Maine  railroad,  100  ft.  north  of  Franklin  st. 
Foundation  of  P.  W.  Curry’s  house,  Orris  street. 

Doleful  Pond  above  Spot  Pond,  Nov.  13,  1884. 


Totai,  Amount  and  Location  of  Main  and  Distributing  Pipes  to  Present  Time. 
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3,969 

06 
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1,720 

10-in. 1 

0 

H 1 

14-in.  j 

fl 

il 

STREETS. 

ClAavf^land 

Clifton  Park 

Cottage 

Crescent  Avenue 

Crescent  Court, 

Crescent  Place 

Crystal  

Cumner, Avenue 

Cutter  

Damon  Avenue 

Day 

Dell  Avenue 

Dennis 

Dill’s  Court 

East  

East  Russell 

Eastman  Place 

J!iigni/n 

Eleventh  

Elliott  

Ells 

Ellsworth  Avenne 



Emerald 

Emerson  Place 

Emerson 

Essex  

Everett 

Faxon  

Fairmount 

Farwell  Avenue 

Felton  Place 

Fells  Court 

Ferdinand 

Fifth 

First  

Florence 

Folsom  Avenue 

Forest 

Foster,  East  and  West 1 

14 


Totai,  Amount  and  Location  of  Main  and  Distributing  Pipes  to  Present  Tim —Continued. 
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WATER  REPORT. 


21  I 


I CO  <H  CC  iH  iH  iH  N 


-oi  I- 
w 2 I 


.00 

CO  10 


OCD 

OCO 


lO  0105 
CO  CO 


(M  01010  05 
■^l>XCO-<il 
Ol_CO 

rn"  oToT 


rJtCO^O'H 

-^J^i-IOlCOt- 

rHXOlO^CO 

oT 


Olr-I 

OCO 

01.-I 


OliHO 

lOlOrH 

COI>rH 

oTiH 


00 

Ttio 

OlOl 


OlOlO 

r-IXCO 

COiHX 


XIO'# 
CO  cool 
Olr-I 


OIOIXCO 

10  iH  cool 

rHr-IOllO 


cox  •■<*1 

XlO  .‘rH 

oico  .10 


t-lOlO 

t>ooi 

CO  01 01 


g ® « 3 


<!  o ^ 

® rt  § ' 


"^3  3 

O O 

.S  a a 


0 3 2 
'3  > ® 


^ B ^ ^ » TZ  « 

p ^ P«^  Jh3  . 

>.€$cSe3(Da^.^004d.i^>>>»M0 


73 

.5^5  3 
« ® 
csSK’S 

000 


<JpL| 


a 

®rH  03 


..4  (h  b .3 

(h  ^ 

0000( 


m ® ® 
M ® e«  -g 

tH  a oj  ^ 

M ^ ,-v  A 


212 


WATER  REPORT 


>0 


§ 


Z 

w 

a; 

0^ 


JH 


w 

PU 

£ 

C 

g 

D 


ai 

y 

xn 

C 


O 

o 

**: 

tj 

o 


o 

<1 


GATES. 

••••••••«•  •••••••••••••••••••••  ■ 

gj  • •rHr-' . -r-ti— lr-(r-l,HC^  "cOiH  • • • • *5^1—1  'c<l 

^ • • • • rH  • • • • « • • #••••••  lO  OQ  • • rH 

••••  ••  t • •••  ••••  •••••••  • •• 

1 : : : : : 

M H i N M M M M;  M M M M M M i M M M H M 

i,  r M M i N M M M M i M M M M M M N M M M ; 

i jc^— ir-4C<lr-l(NrH  • jcO  '-H  JmM  IcO  • ' ‘iH(M  I— i * ’(Nr-I  •'frH  ■ 'cCTj"C<lr-it>rH 

FEET  OF  PIPE. 

n n n : r M M M h n H M n n n H H n N n 

••  • C^*  •••  •lO***  •0C*'*^**CD****C^'  •• 

• • • • •wCOOOO  -0:5  -o  ’ • "oo  'Or-icq  • CC^OOiI>O^COtHOO 

fl  : : ; : ; rco  : cxo  :rH,H  eor-KNxccox 

^ X^X  iH_X  O lO 

• O 'XO  • ’CC  ‘CO  ‘wiOOO  ’iC  'wO  • • • 'OOw  **0  *00  • *0 

a -w  ; NX  ; ;c;  : o ;^xox  .-nx  :nx  : ; : :t}(nx  :x  ;n  ; ;o 

‘TiH  .XO  • O • -N  •X'^XC  -r-l  1 •NTt<  • • • ‘OXN 

«-in. 

i;::;:: 

2,714 

i 1, 

i 1; 

'( 

i_ 

f 1 i M il : : : i Ml  M M M n M ; M n : n n ; i 

^ 1 I : I i i i i i i i ; 

C 

iiiln  M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M i M M i 

STREETS. 

Potter 

Pond  to  Wyoming  Avenue 

Pratt  

Prospect  

Pump  to  intersection 

Rockland 

Rogers 

Reading  Hill  Avenue 

Rendall  Place 

Reservoir 

Rowe  

Reservoir  to  Ravine  Road 

Richardson  Road 

Russell  

Sanford  

Sargent 

School 

Sewall  Woods  Park 

Short  

Sibley 

Sixth 

South  Avenue 

Spear 

Spear  Court 

Spring 

Staples  

Stevens  Place 

Summer 

Summit  Avenue 

Suction  pipe,  Pump’g  sta’n 

Swain’s  Pond  Avenue 

Sylvan 

Tappan 

Tenth 

Third 

Tremont 

Trenton 

Union 

Upland  Road 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 


Melrose,  Dec.  31,  1898. 


To  the  Town  of  Melrose  : 

The  water  loan  sinking  fund  commissioners  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report  covering  the  year  ending  with 
the  above  date  : 


The  balance  from  last  year  was, 

Surplus  from  water  board  for  1897, 

Interest  from  various  sources. 

There  have  been  paid  ten  water  bonds  which 
fell  due  July  i,  1898,  . . . . 

We  have  bought  for  investment  ten  water 
bonds  due  in  1925,  at  a cost  of. 

There  is  on  hand  in  Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . 

*’  “ “ “ National  Bank,  . 

There  is  due  from  the  water  board,  being  the 
surplus  for  1898,  . . . . . 


$11,233  50 

15,965  09 
1,022  91 

10,000  00 

10,704  12 

3.529  31 

3,928  07 
14,621  06 


For  a more  detailed  account  we  refer  to  the  statement  of 
our  treasurer,  Mr.  George  Newhall. 
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The  sinking  fund  now  stands  as  follows  : 

Four  water  bonds  previously  held,  . . $4,000  00 

Ten  water  bonds  bought  the  past  year,  due  in 

1925, 10,000  00 

Deposited  in  Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . . 3*529  31 

“ “ National  Bank,  . . 3,928  07 

Surplus  of  1898,  ......  14,621  06 


$36,078  44 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  RUSSELL, 

JOHN  W.  FARWELL, 
ROYAL  P.  BARRY, 

Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  Health 

OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MELROSE,  MASS., 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1898. 


MELROSE; 

DUNTON  & POTTER,  PRINTERS,  REPORTER  OFFICE. 
16  1899. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  JOARO  OF  HEAITU. 


The  ninth  annual  report  of  the  board  of  health  is  here- 
with presented. 

A change  occurred  in  the  membership  of  the  board  early 
in  the  year.  Joseph  W.  Spaulding,  Esq.,  having  resigned, 
May  17th,  in  consequence  of  the  pressing  demands  of  his 
other  duties,  at  a joint  meeting,  June  7th,  of  the  board  of 
selectmen  and  the  board  of  health  the  vacancy  was  filled  by 
the  unanimous  election  of  Dr.  C.  VV.  Harlow  of  Melrose 
Highlands. 

The  important  office  of  inspector  of  plumbing,  which  had 
been  filled  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Woods  of  Malden,  was  made  va- 
cant by  his  resignation,  to  take  effect  April  ist.  The  board 
of  health  filled  this  vacancy  by  the  appointment,  March 
29th,  of  Mr.  John  T.  Barker  of  Melrose,  the  state  board  of 
examiners  halving  recommended  him  as  the  highest  on  the 
list  of  those  presented  for  competitive  examination. 

The  work  of  the  board  has  continued  during  the  year  past 
on  the  same  general  lines  as  heretofore:  Examinations  into 
nuisances  of  all  kinds  and  the  abatement  of  them,  as  over- 
flowing cesspools,  lawless  and  offensive  evacuation  of  the 
same;  neglected  drains,  untrapped  fixtures  and  unvented 
traps,  with  other  similar  violations  of  the  laws  of  sanitation. 

A gratifying  feature  of  the  record  of  the  past  year  is  the 
unusual  freedom  from  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases. 
The  average  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  for  the  last 
eight  years  has  been  41.  The  following  table  shows  the 
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total  number  for  1898  to  have  been  only  20.  Our  annual 
average  of  diphtheria  for  eight  years  has  been  26,  but  last 
year  brought  only  five  cases!  On  the  other  hand  the  num- 
ber of  cases  of  measles  during  the  last  two  years  has  been 
about  700. 

TABLE  OF  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  REPORTED 
DURING  1898. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec,  Total 

Scarlet  fever, 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 0 0 3 4 2 20 

Diphtheria,  1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 5 

Measles, 0 0 3 18  44  29  3 1 0 0 0 0 98 

An  important  part  of  the  duties  of  this  board  pertains  to 
the  plumbing  business.  The  number  of  permits  to  do 
plumbing  which  have  been  issued  from  this  office  during 
the  year  has  been  325,  of  which  number  208  have  reference 
to  sewer  connections.  The  number  of  visits  made  by  In- 
spector Woods  was  1 18,  and  by  Inspector  Barker  491. 

The  board  of  examiners  has  examined  six  candidates  for 
a certificate  as  master  plumbers,  three  of  whom  passed  with 
credit.  Eight  journeymen  were  examined,  seven  of  whom 
received  licenses.  The  examinations,  while  not  rigid  or 
severe,  are  intended  to  bring  out  clearly  the  point  whether 
the  candidate  takes  the  various  steps  in  the  practice  of  his 
business  because  he  has  been  instructed  to  do  so,  or  if  he 
really  understands  the  why^  and  the  wherefore  of  his  art. 
The  number  of  master  plumbers  at  present  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  Melrose  is  12,  of  journeymen  24. 

The  experience  of  the  inspector  of  plumbing  during  the  last 
few  years  has  made  it  obvious  that  some  changes  were 
necessary  in  the  code  of  rules  and  regulations  governing 
our  plumbing.  Accordingly  the  code  in  use  for  the  last  five 
years  has  been  thoroughly  revised.  A number  of  old  rules 
have  been  dropped  as  not  needed,  and  a few  new  ones 
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added,  bringing  the  whole  set  quite  up  to  date,  and  making 
the  new  code  a more  thorough  safeguard  for  the  health  of 
our  community. 

The  practical  completion  of  our  system  of  public  sewer- 
age renders  it  necessary  that  the  vast  underground  channels 
for  the  removal  of  our  wastes  should  now  be  fully  made 
use  of  by  all  the  people.  If  a sewerage  system'  costing 
^350,000  is  used  by  only  half  of  those  who  should  use  it 
this  large  expenditure  falls  short  of  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  designed.  The  sewer  has  been  in  large  part  com- 
pleted, and  it  now  awaits  action  of  those  residents  along  its 
course,  who  have  not  as  yet  made  avail  of  it,  to  connect 
with  it  as  soon  as  may  be.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary 
for  the  board  to  require  general  connection  with  the  sewer 
this  year.  This  requirement  will  be  made  early  in  the 
spring,  and  the  board  must  rely  upon  a prompt  response  to 
this  demand. 

Attention  has  been  called  by  the  secretary  of  the  state 
board  of  health  to  the  point  that  the  ice  cut  from  Ell  pond 
(or  Crystal)  lake  may  be  liable  to  contamination  from  offen- 
sive discharges  into  the  lake.  These  may  be  presumed  to 
occur  from  two  sources — dwelling  houses  on  its  border,  and 
from  two  brooks  pouring  into  the  lake  on  its  northern  and 
western  borders.  The  former  source  of  danger  had  already 
been  largely  prevented,  and  any  possible  cause  of  pollution 
still  existing  from  that  source  will  be  very  promptly  extin- 
guished. The  latter  source  of  contarflination  is  more  diffi- 
cult to  control  beyond  preventing  brook  pollution,  and  it 
may  be  a question  if  this  board  has  full  power  to  enforce 
radical  action,  the  authority  resting  rather  with  the  state 
board.  Manifestly,  ice,  to  be  fit  for  domestic  use,  should 
be  made  only  from  water  that  is  fit  to  drink. 

From  the  very  small  amount  of  diphtheria  last  year  little 
or  no  recourse  was  made  to  the  state  board  for  microscopic 
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examinations  of  the  morbid  deposits.  The  delay  attendant 
upon  the  state  examinations  is  usually  only  dhat  of  trans- 
portation, and  if  this  is  done  by  special  messenger  the  lapse 
of  time  is  reducee  , to  a minimum.  In  , case  it  may  seem 
desirable  to  secure  a more  direct  and,  possibly,  more  speedy 
result,  application  may  be  made  to  Dr.  Edwin  Leonard, 
Jr.,  of  Melrose  Highlands,  who  is  well  qualified,  both  by 
skill  and  experience,  to  make  satisfactory  microscopic 
tests.  . - . . . • 


THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  GIVES  THE  MORTALITY  OF  THE 
TO.WN  FOR  THE  YEAR  1 898. 


Abscess,  pelvic,  . 

I 

Endocarditis, 

I 

Abdom.  tumor. 

2 

Empyema,  . 

I 

Asthma, 

I 

Fracture,  thigh. 

I 

Angina  pectoris,  . 

2 

“ spine. 

I 

Appendicitis 

I 

Grippe, 

6 

Apoplexy, 

Heart  disease. 

1 2 

Accidental,  . 

6 

“ valvular. 

4 

Brain,  tumor. 

I 

“ fatty  degen.. 

I 

“ congestion. 

2 

“ neuralgia,  . 

2 

Bright’s  disease,  . 

5 

Hydrocephalus,  . 

I 

Bronchitis,  . 

3 

Hooping  cough,  . 

I 

Cancer, 

13 

Inanition, 

I 

Convulsions, 

2 

Kidney  disease,  . 

I 

Consumption, 

24 

Labor,  premat.. 

I 

Congestion,  pulm.. 

3 

Liver,  inflam.. 

2 

Cholera  infantum. 

4 

Locomot.  atax. 

2 

Croup, 

2 

Lungs,  congest.,  . 

I 

Cyanosis, 

I 

“ gangrene. 

I 

Cystitis, 

I 

Marasmus,  . 

5 

Debility,  gen.. 

3 

Malaria,  . 

I 

Dysentery,  . 

3 

Measles, 

I 
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Meningitis,  . 

2 

Stillborn, 

8 

Neuralgia, 

I 

Strangulation, 

I 

Old  age. 

1 1 

Scarlet  fever. 

I 

Pleurisy, 

I 

Suicide, 

2 

Paralysis, 

7 

Septicemia,  . 

I 

Puerp.  fever, 

I 

Syphilis, 

2 

Premature  birth,  . 

3 

Typhoid, 

I 

Pneumonia,  . 
Prostatic  disease. 

12 

Umbil.  hemorrh., 

I 

198 


It  appears  from  this  table  that  consumption  has  been 
rather  more  prevalent  than  for  years  past,  that  scarlet  fever 
claimed  only  one  d^^ath,  and  that  diptheria  does  not  appear, 
the  first  time  for  eight  years.  Typhoid  fever,  which  is 
regarded  as  a sort  of  test  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a 
locality,  appears  by  only  one  death.  Pneumonia  was  the 
cause  of  23  deaths  in  1897,  by  far  the  highest  rate  we  have 
ever  had.  Of  the  12  deaths  by  it  last  year,  a number  were 
doubtless  the  result  of  the  grippe,  lately  so  prevalent. 

The  former  contract  for  the  collection  of  the  swill  having 
expired  on  the  last  day  of  1898,  the  business  was  let  for  the 
next  two  years  to  the  lowest  bidder,  Thomas  R.  Higgins, 
whose  previous  successful  performance  of  this  important 
duty  gives  promise  that  he  will  do  the  service  faithfully. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  E.  SANBORN,  M.  D., 
WILLIAM  H.  DOLE, 

CORYDON  W.  HARLOW,  M.  D., 

Board  of  Health. 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1898. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present 
their  twenty-eighth  annual  report. 

That  the  public  has  taken  a very  decided  interest  in  the 
library  during  the  past  year  is  evinced  by  the  large  increase 
in  circulation  and  reading  room  attendance.  Expansion 
has  been  the  watchword  of  the  year,  and  has  infused  its 
spirit  into  our  reading  public  in  no  small  degree. 

The  annexed  report  of  the  librarian  shows  that  the  num- 
ber of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  i,  1899,  was  4,575  5 
I,  1898,  3,864,  an  increase  of  691  regular  card  holders. 

The  circulation  in  1898,  for  305  days,  55,838,  an  average 
of  183  books  per  day. 

In  1897  Fhe  average  was  152.86;  in  1896,  144.46  per  day. 
The  largest  in  one  month  in  1898,  5,357  ; in  1897,  4»8io  ; in 

1896,  4,474.  The  attendance  in  the  reading  room  in  1898 
(12  months),  28,427;  average,  2,369  per  month.  In  1897 
(10  months),  20,685;  average,  2,068.5  per  month.  The 
actual  use  of  the  library  has  increased  20  per  cent,  over 

1897.  Fhis  connection  we  are  pleased  to  note  the  fact 
that  the  business  of  the  Boston  public  library  has  grovvn 
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enormously  the  past  year,  now  having  75,000  card  holders,, 
a greater  number  than  is  claimed  by  any  city  in  the  world. 
It  is  “a  system  attempting  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  a 
great  city,  growing  in  population  and  in  needs.  It  cannot 
remain  stationary  ; if  it  does  not  advance  and  expand,  it 
must  degenerate.” 

The  same  is  true  in  our  smaller  range  of  work.  We  must 
keep  up  with  the  growing  needs  of  our  readers,  and  we 
trust  the  public  may  more  fully  realize  this  and  give  liberal 
support  to  this  important  factor  in  the  cause  of  general 
education.  Part  of  our  increase  is  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  use 
made  of  the  library  by  the  public  schools,  especially  the 
high  school.  This  fact  is  most  gratifying,  as  we  have  al- 
ways felt  that  a very  essential  part  of  the  library  work  is  to 
co-operate  with  the  schools,  and  to  furnish,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, supplementary  reading  in  the  various  branches  of  study. 
We  are  sorr}'  our  resources  will  not  permit  us  to  do  more  in 
this  line. 

Mr.  Putnam  and  his  trustees  hope  that  in  Boston  the  time 
is  not  far  distant,  when  appropriations  will  warrant  the  es- 
tablishment of  delivery  stations  in  every  school. 

In  accordance  with  the  custom  in  many  libraries  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  issue  an  additional  card,  entitling  its 
holder  to  take  from  the  library  any  book  not  coming  under 
the  department  of  fiction.  This  plan  went  into  effect  Sept. 
20  and  about  230  cards  have  been  issued.  We  should  be 
glad  if  more  of  our  readers  would  avail  themselves  of  this 
privilege. 

A card  for  teachers  was  given  out  at  the  same  time,  its 
holder  to  have  the  use  of  two  or  more  books  on  special  sub- 
jects. 

This,  however,  is  a privilege  that  has  been  accorded  for 
some  time  at  the  discretion  of  the  librarian'.  About  130  of 
these  cards  are  now  in'use.  These  additional  cards  though 
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■only  about  three  months  in  use  have  of  course  added  some- 
what to  the  circulation  and  have  also  tended  to  lower  the 
per  centage  of  fiction.  In  1897  l^^is  was  85  per  cent.  ; last 
year  it  was  82^  per  cent.  This  includes  juvenile  books 
which  amount  to  at  least  20  per  cent. 

The  pubic  are  requested  for  sanitary  and  also  for  financial 
reasons,  to  use  all  possible  care  in  the  handling  of  the  books, 
to  keep  them  clean,  and  to  prevent  their  being  soiled  and 
torn  by  children.  The  police  have  orders  to  notify  the  lib- 
rarian of  all  cases  of  contagious  disease.  The  library  and 
reading  room  will  be  kept  as  clean  and  well  ventilated 
as  conditions  will  allow. 

In  April  the  trustees  accepted  with  much  regret  the  resig- 
nation of  Mi.ss  Rosa  Gibbons,  the  assistant  librarian,  who 
entered  upon  a larger  field  of  work  in  the  Malden  library. 
They  hereby  express  their  appreciation  of  her  faithful  and 
■efficient  service.  Her  successor,  Miss  C.  L.  Worthen,  is 
well  equipped  by  technical  training  to  fill  the  position. 

In  May  the  library  received  through  its  secretary,  Mr. 
Louis  Robson  of  Malden,  the  record  books  and  various  other 
books  and  papers  of  the  Roundabout  Club,  a literary  organ- 
ization which  had  an  active  existence  in  the  town  from  1873 
to  1891.  The  books  and  papers  have  been  placed  on  file 
for  reference. 

The  trustees  wish  to  express  their  thanks  to  the  many 
kind  friends  who  have  donated  books  or  periodicals. 

The  finding  list  is  for  sale  at  the  librarian’s  desk,  and  a 
copy  should  be  in  the  home  of  every  card  holder.  It  will 
be  found  very  convenient. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact,  that  in  addition  to  those 
in  the  reading  room  there  are  five  magazines  for  circulation  : 
Harper’s,  Century,  Scribner’s,  Atlantic,  and  New  England 
Magazine. 
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At  the  March  town  meeting  a committee  of  seven  was 
appointed  to  consider  with  the  trustees  the  needs  of  the 
library,  and  report  three  sites  which,  in  their  judgment, 
would  be  suitable  for  a library  building. 

This  committee  will  probably  report  at  the  next  town 
meeting. 

We  trust  that  the  citizens  of  the  town,  when  this  report  is 
presented,  will  take  the  first — and  possibly  the  last  oppor- 
tunity as  a town — to  vote  for  a building  lot  for  the  Melrose 
public  library. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  and  to  pay  the  running  ex- 
penses of  the  coming  year  the  trustees  respectfully  ask  for 
$i,8oo  and  the  dog  tax  ; for  the  annual  rent  of  the  library 
rooms,  $1,000. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  E.  MUNROE,  Secretary, 
ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS, 
CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 

RUBY  F.  FARWELL, 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 
CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 
GEORGE  E.  MUNROE, 

Trustees. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NELSON  PER- 
KINS FUND. 


January  i,  1898,  to  January  i,  1899. 
Cr. 


By  balance  on  hand  January  i,  1898,  . 
By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank, 

Dr. 

Balance  on  hand,  .... 


$572  70 
23  12 

^595  82 
82 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  EMERSON  BAR- 
RETT FUND. 

January  i,  1898,  to  January  i,  1899. 

Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  i,  1898,  . . ^78  51 

By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . . 3 16 


Balance  on  hand,  ......  $81  67 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  BAILEY  FUND. 


January  i,  1898,  to  January  i,  1899. 
Cr. 


By  balance  on  hand  January  i,  1898,  . . . $2,721  32 

By  interest,  . . . . . . . . iiy 


Dr. 


$2,838  83 


To  treasurer’s  note,  town  of  Melrose,  . $2,000  00 
To  treasurer’s  note,  ....  441  50 
Balance  on  hand,  ....  397  33 


^2,838  83 
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CATALOGUE  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  i,  1898,  . . . S367  86 

Fines  collected  by  librarian  in  1898,  . . . 140  2i 

Catalogue  sales,  .......  3i  75 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank,.  . . 15  58 


$SSS  40 

Dr. 

To  amount  paid  sundry  bills,  . . $g6  46 

Balance  on  hand,  . . . . 458  94 

$555  40 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

Treasurer. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1898. 


Number  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  i,  1898,  i C944 

“ “ purchased  in  1898,  . . 467 

“ “ donated  in  1898,  . . 20 

‘ 487 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  i,  1899,  12,431 

“ of  persons  using  the  library,  Jan.  i,  1898,  3,864 

“ of  cards  issued  in  1898,  . . . 737 

“ “ relinquished  in  1898,  . . 26 

711 


Number  of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  i,  1899,  4,575 

“ students'  cards  issued  since  Sept.  20,  1898,  232 

“ teachers’  “ “ “ “ “ 133 

“ volumes  replaced  in  1898,  . . 205 

“ “ rebound  “ 920 

“ magazines  bound,  48 


CIRCULATION. 


Largest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  day,  . 544 

Smallest  “ “ “ “ (stormy)  32 

“ “ “ “ “ “ “ month,  . 1,691 

Largest  “ “ “ “ . 5,357 

Total  “ “ “ “ “ 1898  . . 55,838 

Number  of  days  the  library  was  open,  . . . 305 
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Fiction  and  Juvenile, 

46,070 

Per  Cent. 

82.52 

History  and  Travel, 

3,070 

5-49 

Science  and  Arts, 

1,462 

2.62 

Biography,  .... 

1,125 

2.02 

Literature  and  Essays,  . 

792 

1,42 

Religion,  .... 

723 

1.30 

Poetry  and  Drama, 

747 

1-34 

Magazines,  .... 

1,839 

3-29 

55,828  100.00 

Reading  Room. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room  Jan. 


I,  1898,  ........  20,685 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room  Jan. 

I,  1899 28,427 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month.  . . 2,957 

Smallest  “ “ “ “ . . 1,691 

Books  brought  from  the  library  for  use  in  reading 

room,  • 776 

Books  taken  on  teachers’  cards  for  school  use,  . 466 


PERIODICALS  IN  THE  READING  ROOM. 

American  Agriculturist. 

Arena. 

Art  Amateur. 

Art  Interchange. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Birds. 

Book  Buyer. 

Bookman. 
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Century  Magazine.  Two  copies. 

Chautauquan  Magazine. 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine. 

Eclectic  Magazine. 

Engineering,  . . . . . W.  H.  Wiley. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Forum. 

Gartenlaube. 

Geographical  Journal. 

Great  Round  World. 

Harper’s  Monthly  Magazine.  Two  copies. 

“ Bazar. 

“ Weekly. 

Round  Table, 

Heating  and  Ventilation. 

Journal  ot  the  Western  Society  of  Engineers. 

Kindergarten  Magazine. 

Ladies’  Home  Journal. 

Land  of  Sunshine,  , . . . F.  A.  Patten  & Co. 

L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads,  . Sterling  Elliott. 

Le  Francais. 

Library  Journal. 

Life. 

Lippincott  Magazine. 

Literary  Digest. 

Literary  News. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

McClure’s  Magazine. 

Munsey’s  Magazine. 

Nation. 

National  Magazine. 

New  England  Magazine. 

North  American  Review. 
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Outing  Magazine. 

Overland  Magazine. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Popular  Science  News,  . . Miss  Mary  L.  Charles. 

Review  of  Reviews. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Architect  and  Builder. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Scribner’s  Magazine.  Two  copies. 

St.  Nicholas. 

School  Review. 


PAPERS  IN  THE  READING  ROOM. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Christian  Register. 

Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Home  Market  Bulletin. 

Melrose  Journal,  ....  Mr.  Charles  Adams. 
Melrose  Reporter,  ....  Duntdn  & Potter. 

National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R. 

New  York  Tribune. 

Pilot. 

San  PTancisco  Call. 

Springfield  Republican. 

Tuft’s  Weekly. 

Youth’s  Companion. 
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DONATIONS. 

Books. 


Acts  and  Resolves  of  Mass.,  . . . State,  i vol. 

Cambridge  Fifty  Years  a City,  . City  of  Cambridge,  i “ 
City  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  . . City  of  Chelsea,  i “ 

How  to  Build,  Furnish  and  Decorate  a House,  2 

In  Darkest  England,  . Mrs.  S.  E.  Barker,  Malden,  i “ 
Mass.  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  Revolutionary  War, 

State,  4 “ 

Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents, 

Hon.  W.  E.  Barrett,  4 '• 
.Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Eitchburg,  W.  A,  Davis,  i *‘ 
Protestant  Eaith,  or  Salvation  by  Belief, 

D.  H.  Olmstead,  i “ 
Report  of  the  Boston  Y.  M.  C.  U.,  W.  H.  Baldwin,  i “ 
Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board, 

Met.  Water  Board,  i “ 
Ten  No-License  Years  in  Cambridge, 

Cambridge  W.  C.  T.  U.,  i “ 

William  Adams  Richardson, 

Estate  of  W.  A.  Richardson,  i “ 

20  vols. 

Pamphlets. 

Number  of  pamphlets  in  the  libraiy  Jan  i,  1898,  1.832 

Annual  Report  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  i 

“ “ “ Public  Reservations,  i 

“ “ “ Lake  Mohonk  Conference,  i 

“ “ “ Baltimore  Enoch  Pratt  Library,  i 


Carried  forward. 


1,836 
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Brought  forward,  ..... 

Annual  Report  of  the  Beverly  Public  Library, 

Boston 
Brockton 
Brookline 
Chelsea 
Chicago 
Clinton 
Concord 
Everett 
Hartford 
Hopedale 
Leicester 
Malden 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library, 
Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis, 
Newberry  “ Chicago, 
Newton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Northampton  “ 

Peabody  Ins.,  Danvers, 
Philadelphia  Public  Library, 
Salem 
Somerville 
Syracuse 
Tufts 

Watertown 
Winthrop 
Woburn 
Worcester 

Official  Gazette  of  U.  S.  Patent  office. 

Notes  on  a Tour  Among  the  Indians  of  Northwest, 

Two  Great  Commandments  in  Economics, 


1,836 

I 


,918 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward 1,918 

Descriptive  catalogue  of  writings  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 

Philadelphia  Library,  ......  i 

That  Old  Man  and  His  Dream,  Walter  G.  Chase,  . i 

Arthur  Henry  Hallam,  W.  E.  Gladstone,  . . i 

Henryk  Sienkiewicz,  .......  i 

Evolution  of  a Library,  ......  i 


Illustrated  Souvenir  of  Pasadena  Homes,  J.  D.  Wilde,  i 

1,924 

CARRIE  M.  WORTHEN, 
Librarian. 
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TOWN  OF  MELROSE,  MASS. 


SEWER  DEPARTMENT. 

1898. 


COMMISSIONERS  : 


SETH  E,  BENSON,  Chairman. 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY.  JOHN  LARRABEE 


CHIEF  ENGINEER  AND  SUPERINTENDENT  I 


W.  DABNEY  HUNTER. 


FIRST  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER  : 


C.  T.  FERNALD. 


REPORT  OF  SEWER  COMMISSIONERS. 


/ 


To  the  Citizens  of  Melrose : 

Your  commissioners  herewith  submit  their  fifth  annual 
report. 


FINANCES. 


The  total  expenditure  for  sewers  during  the  past  five 
years  is  as  follows: 

On  account  of  construction,  . . $363,305  49 

“ “ “ private  sewers,  . 26,920  44 

“ “ “ maintenance,  . . 1,862  54 

$392,088  47 


The  receipts  have  been.: 


Sale  of  350  bonds,  . 

Private  sewers. 

Commonwealth  for  trunk  sewer, 
Other  sources. 


. $350,000  00 
25,782  65 
15,000  00 
2,377  50 

$393,160  15 


Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  Jan.  i,  1899,  of  $1,071  68 
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The  bonds  issued  on  account  of  construction  will  be  due 
and  payable: 


1907, 

1912, 

1917. 

1924, 

1925, 

1926, 


. $25,000  00 

25.000  00 

50.000  00 
. 100,000  00 

100,000  00 

50,000  00 

$350,000  00 


For  a detailed  statement  of  expenditures  during  the  cur- 
rent year  reference  is  made  to  the  superintendent’s  report 
and  the  financial  statement  at  the  close  of  this  report. 


CONSTRUCTION. 


Upon  petition  of  the  residents  of  Botolph  street  and  the 
immediate  vicinity,  setting  forth  that  a grave  nuisance  ex- 
isted in  that  locality  -which  could  be  abated  b}^  the  construc- 
tion of  a sewer  and  a proper  drain,  a meeting  of  the  joint 
boards  of  selectmen,  board  of  health  and  sewer  commission- 
ers was  held,  the  petitioners  were  heard  and  it  was  adjudged 
a necessity.  Your  board  therefore  abandoned  certain  plans 
made  to  extend  the  sewer  to  Beech  avenue  through  Lebanon 
and  other  streets,  for  which  rights  of  way  had  been  taken, 
from  Linwood  avenue,  and  expended  a large  portion  of  the 
balance  remaining  last  year,  at  the  Highlands,  for  a main 
sewer  in  Botolph  street.  West  Hill  avenue,  and  across 
private  lands  to  Franklin  street. 

Extensions  were  also  made  on  Emerson  street,  from 
Bellevue  avenue  to  Eletcher  street ; on  Grove,  Potter  and 
Malvern  streets. 

Petitions  have  been  received  for  other  extensions.  We 
therefore  recommend  that  authority  be  given  the  board  to 
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expend  for  construction  a sum  not  exceeding  ;Si0,000,  to  be 
paid  from  the  sum  received  from  assessments,  which  the 
law  provides  shall  be  available  for  this  purpose,  thereby- 
avoiding  the  issuing  of  bonds  or  notes  and  increasing  the 
indebtedness  of  the  town  on  account  of  sewers. 


SINKING  FUND. 

The  sum  received  as  premium  on  bonds  has  been  carried 
to  this  fund. 

We  recommend  that  $40,000  of  the  amount  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  account  of  sewer  assessments  be  paid  over  to 
the  sinking  fund  commissioners  for  the  payment  of  bonds 
at  maturity. 

ENGINEERING,  PLANS,  ETC. 

The  expense  for  plans,  surveys,  etc.,  has  been  of  necessity 
large.  We  are  able  to  report  that  the  work  performed  has 
been  thorough  and  complete,  and  embraces  the  original 
plans,  surveys,  profiles,  etc.,  for  construction  of  the  sewers, 
together  with  the  assessment  plans,  which  form  an  accurate 
map  of  that  portion  of  the  town  now  sewered,  and  will  be 
of  great  value  in  the  years  to  come  to  the  several  depart- 
ments having  to  do  with  the  streets,  and  also  for  the  accu- 
rate assessment  of  taxes,  as  the  exact  amount  of  land 
belonging  to  the  several  estates  is  shown. 

These  plans  being  the  property  of  the  town,  we  have 
extended  to  the  assessors  and  water  commissioners  facilities 
for  copying  same  for  the  benefit  of  their  departments. 

As  we  have  previously  stated  in  our  reports,  all  work  in 
this  department  has  been  performed  with  a view  to  future 
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use  whenever  the  town  or  city  shall  establish  an  engineering 
department.  All  original  papers,  books,  plans  and  measure- 
ments have  been  preserved,  properly  indexed  and  filed. 
This  work  has  been  in  charge  of  the  superintendent  and 
engineer,  W.  D.  Hunter,  whose  faithfulness  to  all  the  duties 
entrusted  to  him  we  again  commend.  His  able  assistants 
were  released  as  the  work  neared  completion,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  office  have  been  reduced  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 


MAINTENANCE. 

The  expense  for  care  and  maintenance  of  the  system, 
having  been  performed  in  connection  with  the  construction 
of  new  work,  has  been  small,  amounting  in  four  years  to 
;^i,862.54,  which  has  been  paid  from  the  construction  ac- 
count. We  recommend  that  this  amount  be  refunded  and  a 
sufficient  amount  raised  for  the  current  year  to  defray 
expenses. 


HOUSE  CONNECTIONS. 

There  are  upon  the  lines  of  sewers  laid  2,397  buildings,  of 
which  number  1,205  connected  with  the  sewers. 

That  the  full  benefit  of  the  sewerage  system  may  be  en- 
joyed by  the  public,  the  estates  abutting  should  be  con- 
nected. The  compelling  power  is  vested  by  law  in  the 
board  of  health,  who,  we  are  informed,  are  seriously  con- 
sidering action  upon  the  matter  during  the  coming  year. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

The  plan  of  assessments  for  benefits  received  as  finally 
adopted  by  the  town  by  vote  at  meeting,  March  28th,  1898, 
is  as  follows  : 
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That  ONE-HALF  of  the  estimated  cost  of  all  the  sewers 
shall  be  paid  for  by  the  town.  ONE-HALF  of  the  said 
estimated  cost  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  estates  directly 
benefited,  wherever  the  sewers  shall  be  laid,  by  the  frontage 
and  area  plan  combined,  viz  : Twenty  cents  to  be  assessed 
on  each  foot  of  lot  frontage  of  estates  on  any  street  or  way 
wherever  a sewer  is  constructed  ; five  (5)  mills  per  square 
foot  upon  the  area  of  said  estates  extending  back  to  a depth 
of  one  hundred  (100)  feet  from  the  front  of  same. 

Upon  all  corner  lots  assessments  for  lot  frontage  shall  be 
levied,  as  before  stated,  upon  the  whole  frontage  of  such 
estates  which  abut  on  the  street  where  a sewer  is  first  con- 
structed, and  when  a sewer  is  constructed  on  the  other 
street,  or  streets,  or  ways,  upon  which  such  corner  lots  or 
estates  abut,  an  exemption,  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
sewer  commissioners,  of  not  exceeding  fifty  (50)  feet  of 
the  frontage  assessment  shall  be  made  on  such  streets  or 
ways  ; and  the  assessment,  as  before  provided,  shall  be 
levied  on  all  the  rest  of  the  frontage  on  such  streets  or 
wa3^s. 

Upon  such  estates  as  shall  receive  a direct  benefit  from 
the  sewer,  and  have  no  assessable  lot  frontage,  and  are  not 
located  within  one  hundred  (100)  feet  of  a street  or  way, 
such  an  amount  of  the  area  of  said  estate  shall  be  assessed, 
as  may  be  deemed  just  and  reasonable  by  the  board  of 
sewer  commissioners,  for  the  benefits  received. 

The  town  also  instructed  the  commissioners  to  petition 
the  legislature  for  authority  to  increase  the  number  of  parts 
or  instalments  of  assessments  levied  upon  the  estates  and 
for  such  other  legislation  as  they  deemed  just  and  proper. 

May  20th,  1898  the  following  act  was  passed  ; 
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^ - ' • [CHAP.  445.  ] . ‘ : 

’ I • ■ ( i • ' ^ ■ 

, , AN  ACT 

Relative  to  sewer  assessments  in  the  town  of  Melrose. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows  : 

Section  i.  The  board  of  sewer  commisssoners  of  the 
town  of  Melrose,  on  the  written  request,  made  within  three 
months  after  notification  of  assessment,  of  any  owner  of  an 
estate  assessed  by  said  commissioners  for  its  proportional 
part  of  the  charge  of  making  and  maintaining  main  drains 
or  common  sewers,  shall  apportion  such  assessment  into 
such  number  of  equal  parts  or  instalments,  not  exceeding 
ten,  as  said  owner  shall  state  in  such  request,  and  said  board 
shall  certify  such  apportionment  to  the  assessors  of  said  town, 
and  one  of  said  parts  or  instalments,  with  interest  from  the 
date  of  said  apportionment  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum,  shall  be  added  by  the  assessors  to  the  annual  tax  on 
such  estates  for  each  year  next  ensuing  until  all  of  said 
parts  have  been  so  added  and  paid  : provided,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  payment  at 
any  time  in  one  payment  of  any  balance  of  said  assessments 
then  remaining  unpaid,  notwithstanding  such  prior  appor- 
tionment. All  liens  for  the  collection  of  such  assessment 
shall  continue  until  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the 
time  when  the  last  instalment  is  added  by  the  assessors  and 
remitted  to  the  collector. 

Section  2.  The  board  of  sewer  commissioners  of  the 
town  of  Melrose,  in  addition  to  any  authority  now  conferred 
upon  them  to  abate  sewer  assessments  upon  estates  in  said 
town,  shall  have  full  authority  upon  complaint  of  any  person 
interested  in  the  premises  so  assessed  to  make  such  abate- 
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merits  or  suspensions  of  the  collection  of  assessments  for 
the  construction  of  sewers  as  they  may  deem  just  and  proper, 
and  may  make  the  abatement  upon  the  whole  amount  of  the 
assessment  at  once  or  upon  the  amount  of  any  apportionment 
included  in  a tax  or  tax  bills.  Any  such  assessment  so 
abated  or  suspended  shall  continue  a lien  upon  the  estate  on 
which  the  assessment  is  made  until  the  same  is  paid. 

Section  3.  Section  three  of  chapter  three  hundred  and 
twenty-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety  four  is  hereby  repealed. 

Section  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

Approved  May  20,  iSg8. 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  town,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  law,  the  board  voted  July  ist,  1898,  to  levy 
sewer  assessments  on  all  property  abutting  on  any  street  or 
way  in  which  a main  drain  or  common  sewer  had  been  con- 
structed. This  involved  a large  amount  of  clerical  work  in 
addition  to  the  making  of  plans,  surveys,  etc.,  performed 
by  the  engineers.  An  earnest  effort  was  made  that  the  plan 
as  adopted  might  be  understood,  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived under  the  law  accepted  if  desired,  and  circular  letters 
and  blank  forms,  together  with  bills,  showing  the  assess- 
ments for  frontage  and  area,  were  mailed  to  2533  persons  or 
estates  assessed.  The  total  amount  assessed  upon  estates  is 
nearly  $165,000,  of  which  $46,336  has  been  paid  into  the 
treasury.  The  entire  amount  will  be  due  and  payable  under 
the  plan  of  installments,  as  provided  by  law,  within  ten 
years  from  July  i,  1898,  together  with  interest  at  5 per  cent, 
per  annum  upon  any  portion  remaining  unpaid  until  the 
amount  levied  is  finally  settled. 
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LAW  SUITS. 

The  suit  of  the  Town  vs.  American  Surety  Co.  of  New 
York,  bondsmen  of  H.  S.  Eveline  & Co.,  contractors  in 
1896,  and  of  F.  L.  Allen,  contractor  in  1894,  vs.  Town,  as 
reported  last  year,  are  entrusted  to  the  town  counsel. 

We  are  informed  that  an  auditor  has  been  appointed  in 
the  latter  case  and  matters  involved  will  soon  be  presented. 
We  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  action  in  both  cases, 
which,  for  a variety  of  causes,  have  been  delayed. 

CONCLUSION. 

Under  our  direction  31.42  miles  of  main  sewers  have  been 
constructed  in  the  streets  or  ways  of  the  town,  and  also 
1 1. 177  miles  of  private  sewers  connecting  with  buildings. 

The  immediate  demands  for  extensions  of  main  lines  will 
not  be  large,  the  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  town  being 
practically  sewered. 

In  our  judgment  buildings  upon  the  lines  of  sewers  con- 
structed should  be  connected  as  rapidly  as  possible,  that 
the  full  benefits  from  the  system  may  be  derived. 

We  confidently  expect  this  will  constitute  a large  portion 
of  the  work  to  be  performed  during  the  coming  year. 

No  serious  defects  or  breaks  have  occurred,  and  the  entire 
system  is  in  complete  working  order.  It  has  and  will 
accomplish  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed,  has  been 
a success  from  its  inception  to  the  present,  is  of  inestimable 
value  to  the  health  of  the  town  and  destined  to  be  a lasting 
benefit  to  future  generations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SETH  E.  BENSON, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY. 
JOHN  LARRABEE, 

Sewer  Commissioners. 


Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  anh  Superintendent. 


Melrose,  Mass.,  January  i,  1899. 

To  Seth  E.  Benson,  L.  Frank  Hmckley  a7id  Johji  Larrabee, 
Sewer  Commissioners  of  the  Town  of  Melrose,  Mass. 

Gentlemen: — In  compliance  with  the  usual  custom,  I 
herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  the  fifth  annual 
report  of  the  work  done  by  this  department  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1898  : 

ENGINEERING. 

The  engineering  the  past  year  has  consisted  in  giving 
lines  and  grades,  looking  after  the  work  constructed  during 
the  year,  and  completing  the  sewer  assessment  plans  (53  in 
number). 

These  plans  cover  an  area  of  1,680  acres  of  the  thickly 
settled  portion  of  the  town,  and  show  all  buildings,  streets, 
ways,  right  of  ways,  property  lines,  fences,  walls,  etc.,  in 
fact  they  are  a miniature  fac-simile  of  the  ground  or  area 
which  they  cover. 

They  show  particularly  all  sewer  pipes  and  matters  relat- 
ing thereto. 

The  cost  of  these  plans  has  necessarily  been  large  ; but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
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sewer  department,  Melrose  had  absolutely  no  data  whatever 
upon  which  to  build  or  which  could  be  used  in  any  way,  as 
all  work  of  this  nature  (engineering  and  surveying)  up  to 
that  time  had  been  done  by  private  parties  who  invariably 
retain  the  original  notes. 

The  amount  expended  this  year,  apart  from  my  own 
salary,  has  amounted  to  ^1,838.21.  They  are  now  finished 
and  will  be  found  invaluable  to  the  town  for  many  years  to 
come. 


CONTRACTS. 

No  new  contracts  have  been  made,  either  for  performing 
work  or  for  the  delivery  of  any  stock,  except  for  4-in.  soil 
pipe,  which  was  awarded  to  Burnett  & Co.,  for  500  feet,  and 
to  R.  H.  Curry  for  2,100  feet  ; brick  were  purchased  of  the 
Bay  State  Brick  Co.  at  the  same  price  as  last  year  (Sio.oo 
per  thousand)  ; cement  of  Waldo  Brothers,  and  pipe  of 
Perrin,  Seamans  & Co.,  being  the  balance  of  last  year’s 
contract. 

There  is  on  hand  at  the  present  time  : 

3,040  feet  4 in.  pipe,  with  Ys  and  fittings. 


7,500  “ 

5 “ 

i i 
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728  “ 
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124  “ 

15  “ 
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36  “ 

18  “ 
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59  casks  Rosendale  cement. 
31  “ Portland 

136  manhole  castings. 


SEWER  REPORT. 


253 


SEWER  CONSTRUCTION. 

Plans,  profiles  and  estimates  were  made  for  constructing 
sewers  in  the  southeasterly  portion  of  the  town,  or  what  is 
known  as  “ Burrell  and  Swett's  land,”  being  Lebanon,  Har- 
vard, Irving,  P'airmount  and  Elliot  streets,  and  Beech 
avenue  ; rights  of  way  were  taken,  releases  obtained  and 
damages  paid  for  the  construction  of  a main  sewer  from 
Linwood  avenue  easterly  to  Lebanon  street,  from  Lebanon 
street  easterly  to  Harvard  street,  and  from  Harvard  street 
easterl}^  to  Irving  street.  In  this  section  a very  small 
quantity  of  ledge  would  have  been  encountered,  and  many 
buildings  could  have  been  served  for  a comparatively  small 
expenditure  of  money,  but  very  urgent  requests  were  re- 
ceived from  the  board  of  health,  board  of  selectmen  and 
residents  of  the  locality,  for  sewers  in  Botolph  street  and 
West  Hill  avenue,  stating  that  a grave  nuisance  existed 
and  could  only  be  abated  by  the  construction  of  the  sewers 
in  these  streets. 

Your  board  accordingly  abandoned  the  idea  of  building 
sewers  in  the  former  section,  and  voted  to  construct  those 
asked  for  at  the  Highlands. 

This  necessitated  new  surveys,  plans,  estimates,  etc. 
This  section  was  found  to  be  nearly  all  ledge  and  wet, 
which,  together  with  the  unusually  large  rainfall,  made  the 
work  very  expensive. 


SEWERS  HAVE  BEEN  CONSTRUCTED  BY  “DAY  LABOR  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  STREETS,  THE  TABLE 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing  a surface  water  drain  15  inches 
in  diameter,  357  feet  long,  with  two  manholes  and  one  catch 
basin,  was  constructed  at  the  Highlands,  running  from 
Franklin  street  across  private  land  of  Shepard,  Maine  and 
Cravv'ford,  to  Botolph  street. 


SEWERS  BUILT  TO  JANUARY  I,  1899. 


Size. 

1894. 

6 in. 

pipe, feet. . 

.14,004.16 

8 ' 

6,439.89 

10 

1,508.02 

12 

14  C4 

949.95 

15 

4t  (t 

354.80 

18 

4>  44 

2,715.07 

20 

2,788.30 

24 

1,213.10 

20x18,  brick,ft. . 

20 

111.00 

24 

28.00 

1895. 

20,411.66 

8,020.03 

4,968.55 

1,250.69 


1896. 

26,179.93 

15,505.79 

2,152.38 

2,407.62 


317.66 


1897. 

22,916.40 

11,817.90 

2,946.60 

5,672.64 

3,121.73 

2,117.10 


3,034.94 


1898. 

2.512.00 

1.424.00 


Totals. 

86.024.15 

42.207.15 
11,575.55 
10,280,90 

3,476.53 

5,149.83 

2,788.30 

1,213.10 

3,034.94 

111.00 

28.00 


29,112.29  34,650.93  46,563.38  51,627.31 
Total  length  of  sewers,  166,889.91  feet,  or  31.42  miles. 


3,936.00  165,889.91 


Two  and  four-tenths  miles  of  the  above  are  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  which 
by  an  act  of  the  legislature  Melrose  is  permitted  to  use  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  local  sewers. 


MAINTENANCE. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  financial  statement  that  the  cost 
of  maintenance  this  year  has  been  only  ^292.08,  whereas  in 
i8q7  it  was  S693.32. 

The  reason  for  this  is  that  on  Jan.  ist,  1898,  all  sewers  had 
just  been  thoroughly  cleaned,  while  on  Jan.  1st,  1899,  the 
semi-annual  cleaning  had  just  been  commenced. 

The  bare  expense  of  the  actual  labor  expended  on  this 
work  will  amount  annually  to  about  seven  hundred  to  one 
thousand  dollars  ; if  any  portion  of  the  office  expenses, 
superintendence,  etc.,  are  charged,  this  amount  will  have  to 
be  increased  accordingly. 
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•'  ' SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

On  July  1st,  1898,  your  board  voted  to  levy  sewer  assess- 
ments on  all  property  abutting  on  any  street  or  way  in 
which  a main  drain  or  common  sewer  had  been  constructed. 

Schedules  of  this  assessment  (5  sets)  have  been  made, 
showing  the  owner,  location  of  property,  address  of  owner 
or  agent,  frontage  assessed,  amount  of  money  assessed  on 
frontage,  area  assessed,  amount  of  money  assessed  on  area, 
and  the  total  amount  of  the  assessment.  Two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty-three  (2,533)  bills,  amounting  to  about 
$165,000,  together  with  notices  to  apportion  and  a circular 
explaining  the  same,  were  made  out  and  sent  from  this 
office. 

This  work,  and  that  of  making  the  assessments  and  plans, 
has  constituted  a large  part  of  the  work  of  this  department 
during  the  past  year. 


PRIVATE  SEWERS. 

Two  hundred  and  eighteen  private  sewers  have  been  con- 
structed, five  of  which  connect  with  the  state  sewer. 

With  a few  exceptions  all  stock  and  labor  have  been  fur- 
nished by  this  department,  showing  that  the  method  adopted 
by  your  board,  viz  : the  town  furnishing  all  the  stock  and 
doing  all  the  work  at  cost,  continues  to  be  popular  with  the 
owners  of  real  estate. 

The  total  number  of  buildings  connected  with  the  sewer 
is  as  follows  : 
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1895 

1896 

00 

1898 

Total 

Single  dwelling  houses 

164 

362 

264 

181 

971 

Double  “ “ 

26 

47 

31 

20 

124 

Blocks,  stores  and  tenements, 
Tenement  blocks,  of  four  or 

17 

18 

10 

5 

50 

more  tenants 

3 

0 

1 1 

4 

18 

Churches 

3 

I 

0 

0 

4 

Club  houses 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

Public  buildings 

I 

5 

4 

3 

13 

Hospital 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

Railroad  stations 

I 

I 

0 

2 

4 

Fire  stations 

I 

0 

0 

I 

2 

Mills ! 

0 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Hotels  and  boarding  houses. 

I 

I 

0 

I 

3 

Stables 

I 

0 

I 

0 

2 

Totals 220  436  322  219  1,196 


The  following  is  a table  of  data  concerning  the  private 
sewers  constructed  : 


1896. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

Total  length  in  miles 

2.096 

4.042 

2.966 

2.073 

Average  cut  in  feet 

6.33 

6.03 

6.07 

5.56 

Average  cost  per  foot 

$.4845 

$.4543 

$.3933 

$.45 

Cu.  yds.  earth  excavation  • • . 

7,7.36.0 

14,303.0 

10,557.0 

6,663.71 

Cu.  yds.  rock  excavation.... 

190.2 

35.0 

101.5 

Cost  per  eubic  yard  earth 

excavation 

$.441 

$.377 

$.387 

$.444 

Cost  per  cubic  yard  rock 

excavation 

$4.50 

$4.50 

$2.90 

Total  charge  to  private  sew- 
ers, as  per  books 

$5,651  73 

$9,636  72 

$6,522  96 

$5,109  03 

Collected 

5,359  82 

9,391  69 

6,108  53 

4,735  44 

Uncollected 

10  03 

182  78 

65  39 

64  21 

Total  length  of  private  sewers  laid  to  date  is  11.177  miles. 


18 


258 


SEWER  REPORT. 


Note. — In  addition  to  the  amounts  collected  as  above, 
there  was  collected  in  1896,  $10.03  1895;  1897,  J^7i-34 

due  in  1896;  in  1898,  $52.00  due  in  1896,  and  $57.94  due  in 
1897. 


W.  D.  HUNTER,  Clerk  of  Sewer  Commissioners, 
accowit  with  George  Newhall,  Town  Treasurer. 

Dr. 

To  actual  cost  of  all  private  sewers  constructed 

1895.  ^5723  II 

To  actual  cost  of  all  private  sewers  constructed 

1896,  9717  51 

To  actual  cost  of  all  private  sewers  constructed 


i897» 6,167  51 

To  actual  cost  of  all  private  sewers  constructed 


1898, 

• 4.925  09 

To  amount  collected  for 

repairs,  . 

39  88 

i.26,573  41 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  1895, 

• S5.349  79 

“ “ 1896, 

• 9.396  05 

o^ 

00 

• 6,179  87 

“ “ 1898, 

■ 4.856  94 

$25,782  65 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $25,782  65  $26,573  41 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 
By  amount  abated  by  sewer 
commissioners,  1895, 

By  amount  abated  by  sewer 
commissioners,  1896, 

By  amount  abated  by  sewe 
commissioners,  1897, 

By  amount  abated  by  sewer 
commissioners,  1898, 

By  amount  uncollected,  1896, 
“ “ 1897, 

“ “ 1898, 


$25,782  65  $26,573  41 

$363  29 

M7  35 
13  00 
135  57 

$659  21 

$59  89 

7 45 

64  21 

^131  55 

S26,573  41 


In  conclusion,  I desire  to  thank  you  for  your  continued 
courtesy  and  kindness,  and  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
services  rendered  by  the  assistants  of  the  department. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


W.  DABNEY  HUNTER, 

Chief  Engineer  and  Superintendent. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Office  Expense^  Supplies,  Etc, 


Emma  L,  Leighton,  clerk  and  stenog- 


rapher,  ......  $294  00 

Grace  B.  Leighton,  assistant  clerk, 

19  00 

Malden  Electric  Co.,  lighting. 

37  04 

New  England  Telephone  & Telegraph 

Co.,  rent  telephone. 

60  15 

Thorp,  Martin  & Co.,  ink, 

60 

W.  M.  Belcher  & Co.,  typewriter  ribbons. 

2 00 

George  F.  King  & Co.,  pens, 

I 75 

Melrose  National  Bank,  check  book,  . 

I 50 

Willis  A.  Smith,  fountain  pen, 

I 75 

^417  79 


Printing,  Books,  Statio7iery  and  Stamps. 

F.  W.  Barry,  Beale  & Co.,  stationery, 
Alfred  Hocking,  P.  M.,  rent  of  box 

»7  75 

and  stamped  envelopes. 

1 16  00 

Melrose  Journal,  printing,  . 

47  75 

Dunton  & Potter,  “ ... 

75  50 

James  J.  Shannon,  files. 

15  52 

^262  52 


Superintendence , Engineering  mtd  Inspection. 

W.  D.  Hunter,  services  chief  engineer 

and  superintendent,  . . . $i,8oo  00 

Assistant  engineers,  ....  1,975  59 


Amounts  carried  forward. 


i^3»775  59  ^680  3 
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# 

Amount  brought  forward,  . ^3»775  59 

Inspectors,  ......  309  57 

Looking  up  deeds,  . . . . 150  00 

Draftesman, 440  00 


Engineers  and  Inspectors' 

Supplies. 

Buff  & Berger,  repairing  tapes,  etc.,  . 

5i2  05 

Wadsworth,  Howland  & Co.,  supplies, 

23  75 

Boston,  Blue  Print  Co.,  “ 

80 

Frost  & Adams,  “ 

8 08 

Labor, 

A.  W.  Lynde,  stone  mason,  . 

Si  75 

John  Martin,  brick  masonry. 

tii  21 

Norris  & Co.,  teams,  . . . . 

6 00 

Pay  roll,  construction,  54,177  38 

Private  sewers,  3,179  52 

Maintenance,  230  42 

S7.587  32 

Contracts, 

Perrin,  Seamans  & Co.,  pipe  and 

specials,  . . . . . 

$2,120  44 

A.  W.  Brync  Construction  Co.,  sections 

two  and  three,  . . . . 

1,000  00 

A.  W.  Bryne  Construction  Co.,  section 

one, 

500  00 

261 
$680  31 

;S4,675  16 


^44 


57,706  28 


Amounts  carried  forward, 


53,620  44  513.106  43 
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Amounts  brought  forward. 

$3,620  44 

A.  W.  Bryne  Construction  Co.,  balance. 

305  43 

Waldo  Brothers,  cement. 

355  00 

Bay  State  Brick  Co.,  brick. 

315  00 

Seth  E.  Benson,  rent  of  pipe  yard. 

350  00 

Burnett  & Co.,  soil  pipe. 

92  50 

Osgood  & Hart,  castings,  . 

112  50 

R.  H.  Curry,  soil  pipe. 

295  00 

United  States  Casualty  Co.,  insurance. 

328  19 

Freight  and  Expressage. 

Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  freight,  . $608  07 

American  Express,  expressage,  . . 30 

Eastman’s  “ “ . . 8 05 


Claims. 


Willis  M.  Townsend,  damage  to  horse 


and  harness,  . 

Land  Damages. 

$38  50 

David  Gillespie,  . 

$150  00 

Charles  C.  Swett,  . 

275  00 

Sarah  J.  Barrett,  . 

150  00 

Chester  Shepard,  . 

900  00 

George  W.  Crawford, 

30  00 

G.  W.  Farnsworth, 

125  00 

Annie  E.  and  William 

S.  B.  Maine, 

341  75 

Sprague,  Neal  & Fernald, 

210  00 

$13,106  43 


^5774  06 


$616  42 


$38  50 


$2,181  75 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$21,717  16 
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Amount  brought  forward^ 

Salaries. 


Seth  E.  Benson,  commissioner,  1898- 


1899 

0 

0 

00 

L.  Frank  Hinckley,  commissioner, 

1898-1899,  

100 

00 

John  Larrabee,  commissioner,  1898- 

1899 

100 

00 

Sundry  Bills. 

W.  H.  Wells,  gravel,  .... 

^3 

90 

F.  T.  & C.  E.  Palmer,  window  screens 

and  glass,  ..... 

5 

25 

J.  H.  Gibson  & Son,  setting  glass. 

2 

50 

H.  J.  Perry,  hardware. 

10 

91 

Thomas  McCoubry,  repairs  and  sharp- 

ening tools,  ..... 

162 

33 

Norris  & Co.,  repairing  concrete. 

1 1 

00 

“ “ loam,  .... 

5 

00 

Water  department,  repairs,  . 

99 

04 

S.  E.  Benson  & Co.,  coal. 

5 

78 

Cash  paid  out  for  car  fares,  care  of 

offices,  etc.,  ..... 

78 

62 

Melrose  Club  stable,  board  and  use  of 

horse,  ...... 

203 

00 

J.  B.  Margeson,  grade  stakes, 

95 

Frank  E.  Coyle,  hardware,  . 

4 

00 

Brock  Bros.,  stock  and  labor, 

8 

36 

L.  Frank  Hinckley,  oil,  etc., 

27 

14 

$21,717  16 


$300  00 


A^nounts  carried  forward, 


$627  78  $22,017  16 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

$627 

78 

$22,017 

16 

J.  P.  Deering  & Co.,  lumber. 

I 

29 

John  Philpot,  repair  of  concrete. 

94 

88 

C.  L.  Hoffman,  repair  of  concrete. 

8 

04 

C.  T.  Fernald,  gravel,  .... 

3 

90 

F.  P.  Sturges,  services,  tending  horse, 

21 

00 

Sherwin  & Clark,  sewer  glasses,  . 

75 

W.  A.  Goodno,  stock  and  labor,  . 

2 

32 

George  L.  Wildes,  auditing  accounts. 

15 

00 

Town  of  Melrose,  street  department. 

31 

00 

Middlesex  Registry  of  Deeds,  record- 

ing releases,  ..... 

55 

60 

Board  of  Topographical  Survey,  Atlas 

of  Mass.,  ..... 

4 

25 

Mabel  S.  Cox,  copying  deeds. 

37 

10 

S.  N.  Ford,  copying  deeds,  . 

58 

05 

C.  W.  Harlow,  M.  D.,  services,  . 

3 

00 

C.  : Ripley,  merchandise.. 

2 

70 

Stev  as  Granite  Co.,  catch-basin  stone, 

8 

50 

Wal.  -am  Foundry  Co.,  trap. 

8 

70 

Perrin,  Seamans  & Co.,  tools,  powder. 

etc.,  ...... 

135 

43 

$1,1 19 

29 

Total, 

$23,136 

45 

Contra. 


Balance  on  hand,  Jan.  ist,  1898,  . ^18,812  16 

Perrin,  Seamans  & Co.,  powder,  . . 203  40 

Sale  of  wagon,  . . . . . 25  00 

“ horse,  . . . . . 50  00 


Amounts  carried  forward, 


$19,090  56  $23,136  45 
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Amounts  brought  forward,.  . $19,090  56  $23,136  45 

Laborers’  pay  returned  to  treasurer,  . 17  /i 

Charles  M.  Cox,  account  of  sewer  con- 
structed, .....  234  99 

A.  W.  Lynde,  sale  of  stock,  . . 3 76 

J.  Booth  & Co.,  sale  of  stock,  . . 213 

Michael  Russo,  “ “ . . i 35 

C.  A.  Ripley,  sale  of  lanterns,  . 69 

Private  sewers,  . . . - . . 4,856  94 


$24,208  13 

Unexpended  balance,  Jan.  i,  1899,  $1,071  68 


$24,208  13 


RECAPITULATION. 


Received  from  sale  of  350  bonds,  $1,000  each, 
“ “ private  sewers, 

“ “ Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 

setts on  account  trunk  sewer  taken,  . 
Received  from  all  other  sources. 


$350,000  00 
25,782  65 

15,000  00 
2,377  50 


Tota  receipts,  , 

:^393.i6o  15 

Expended. 

Construction,  1894, 

$70,881  46 

“ 1895.  ■ 

89.553  01 

“ 1896, 

93.033  02 

1897,  • 

92,013  86 

1898,  . 

17.735  34 

5363,305  49 

Amounts  carried  forward, 


^363,305  49^393.160  15 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  ^363,305  49  $393,160  15 


Expe7ided. 


Private  sewers,  1895,  • 

*5.651  73 

“ •'  1896, . 

9,636  72 

1897, . 

6,522  96 

00 

On 

00 

5,109  03 

Expended. 

$26,920  44 

Maintenance,  1895, 

1276  10 

“ 1896,  . 

601  04 

ON 

00 

693  32 

“ 1898,  . 

292  08 

$1,862  54 

§392,088  47 

Unexpended  balance, 

$1,071  68 

Report  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 


Melrose,  January  i,  1899. 


To  the  Town  of  Melrose : 

The  undersigned,  elected  sinking  fund  commissioners  at 
the  March  meeting,  beg  leave  to  present  this,  their  first 
annual  report. 

The  sewer  loan  sinking  fund  has  on  hand,  including  inter- 
est allowed  by  the  town  for  its  use  to  January  i,  1899,  f^e 
sum  of  ;^5, 890.82. 

The  schoolhouse  loan  sinking  fund  has  on  hand,  includ- 
ing interest  allowed  by  the  town  to  January  i,  1900,  the  sum 
of  $11,783.55. 

Pending  a more  permanent  investment  of  these  funds,  we 
are  loaning  same  to  the  town  temporarily  at  4%  per  annum, 
thus  saving  the  necessity  of  borrowing  the  same -amount 
from  outside  sources. 

Respectfuliy  submitted, 


DANIEL  RUSSELL. 
JOHN  W.  FARWELL. 
ROYAL  P.  BARRY. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS 


MELROSE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  December  31,  1898, 


MELROSE: 

DENTON  & POTTER,  PRINTERS,  REPORTER  OFFICE. 
1899. 


Report  or  tlie  Engineers  of  the  Fire  Department. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  : 

Gentlemen:  — We  herewith  submit  our  anunal  report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1898,  giving  in  detail  the 
force  and  apparatus,  a record  of  fires  and  alarms  which  have 
occurred  during  the  year,  with  losses  and  insurance  of  prop- 
erty as  near  as  could  be  ascertained,  and  other  information 
relating  to  its  efficiency,  with  necessary  recommendations. 

The  department  has  responded  to  38  alarms  during  the 
past  year,  of  which  33  were  bell  alarms  and  5 were  still 
alarms. 

We  also  take  pleasure  in  congratulating  your  honorable 
board  and  the  citizens  of  Melrose  on  the  continued  small 
loss  of  property.  Our  department  has  been  prompt  in  its 
efficiency,  and  has  continued  its  past  record. 

APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  consists  of  one  steam  fire  engine,  drawn  by 
two  horses  ; one  hook  and  ladder  truck,  carrying  250  feet  of 
ladders  and  other  appurtenances,  and  one  hose  wagon,  both 
drawn  by  two  horses,  and  three  one-horse  hose  wagons. 

HORSES. 


The  number  of  horses  owned  by  the  town  is  seven.  One 
at  the  Highlands,  and  six  at  the  Central  Fire  Station. 
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There  are  two  call  horses, — one  for  hose  2 and  one  for 
hose  4. 


HYDRANTS. 

There  are  at  present  248  hydrants. 

HOUSES. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  department  is  four,  as  fol- 
lows : Central  Fire  Station  on  Main  street,  occupied  by  a 
steamer,  hose  wagon,  and  hook  and  ladder  truck  ; room 
under  Masonic  hall,  occupied  by  hose  2;  building  on  Frank- 
lin street,  occupied  by  hose  3 ; and  building  on  East  Foster 
street,  occupied  by  hose  4. 


FIRE  ALARM. 

This  important  branch  of  the  department  is  in  first-class 
order  with  the  exception  of  occasional  grounds  caused  by 
trees  through  which  the  wires  must  pass,  but  these  are  reme- 
died as  soon  as  located.  There  were  a few  changes  in  loca- 
tion of  wire  this  year,  to  get  clear  of  trees  where  cutting 
and  trimming  was  impossible.  There  is  about  thirty-five 
miles  of  wire,  all  in  good  order,  having  been  tightened  and 
repaired  this  year. 

There  are  thirty-one  street  boxes,  one  school  box,  three 
tower  strikers,  four  gongs,  three  indicators  and  twelve  tap- 
pers, all  in  good  order,  and  located  in  different  parts  of  the 
town. 

There  is  a small  stock  of  wire  and  repairs  of  all  kinds  on 
hand,  and  the  department  is  always  ready  for  any  trouble 
that  may  occur. 
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IMPROVEMENTS. 

One  two-horse  hose  wagon,  one  one-horse  hose  wagon, 
one  pung  and  two  hose  sleds  have  been  added  to  the  ser- 
vice this  year. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

We  would  recommend  the  appropriation  of  $12,000  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

We  would  also  recommend  the  erection  of  a new  station 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Boston  & Maine  railroad  tracks  at 
Wyoming. 

There  are  some  improvements  which  should  be  made  that 
would  greatly  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  fire  alarm  service. 
There  should  be  an  inspector  of  wires  and  poles,  having 
authority  to  cause  the  removal  of  bad  poles  and  imperfect 
light  and  trolley  wires  that  are  often  a source  of  trouble 
to  our  system. 

Several  new  boxes  should  also  be  added  for  the  better 
protection  of  certain  localities. 

A.  W.  LYNDE, 

SAMUEL  LEAR, 

J.  M.  HOLBROOK, 

Engineers.. 


FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

Feb.  I ; still  alarm  ; Larrabee’s  block  ; Main  street. 

March  14  ; box  51  ; house  No.  1028  Main  street  ; owned 
by  Frank  E.  Russell  ; occupied  by  Frank  E.  Russell  ; value 
of  building  and  contents,  $4,200  ; damage  to  building  and 
contents,  $1,650  ; insurance  upon  building  and  contents, 
$3,500  ; insurance  paid,  $1,640  ; cause,  defective  chimney. 

19 
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March  15  ; 6.45  p.  m.  ; box  24  ; false  alarm. 

March  16  ; box  62  ; grass  fire  on  Porter  street. 

March  18  ; box  37  ; 1.35  p.  m.  ; grass  fire  on  Circuit 
street. 

March  23  ; 8.05  p.  m.  ; box  42  ; house  No.  33  Goss  ave- 
nue ; owned  by  Walter  Jackson  ; occupied  by  Walter  Jack- 
son  ; value  of  building  and  contents,  $7,500  ; damage  to 
building  and  contents,  $5,270  ; insurance  upon  building  and 
contents,  $8,000  ; insurance  paid,  $4,370  ; cause,  overheated 
stove. 

April  I ; i.io  p.  m.  ; box  68  ; brush  fire  ; Waverly  avenue. 

April  I ; 4.10  p.  m.  ; box  41  ; brush  fire  ; Appleton  street. 

April  13  ; 1.02  p.  m.  ; box  42  ; brush  fire  ; Swains  Pond 
avenue. 

April  16;  7.40  p.  m.  ; box  51  ; house  142  Green  street; 
owned  by  T.  D.  Proctor ; occupied  by  John  Holtman  ; 
value  of  building  and  contents,  $5,500  ; damage  to  building 
and  contents,  $55  ; insurance  upon  building  and  contents, 
$4,500  ; insurance  paid,  $55  ; cause,  lamp  explosion. 

April  21;  7.45  p.  m.;  box  43;  house  No.  34  Essex  street; 
owned  by  Mrs.  Boardman;  occupied  by  Willie  B.  Ellis; 
value  of  building  and  contents,  $4,200;  damage  to  building 
and  contents,  $1,500;  insurance  upon  building  and  con- 
tents, $3,000;  insurance  paid,  $1,500. 

April  23;  3.35  p.  m.;  box  43;  false  alarm. 

April  23;  9.03  p.  m.;  box  24;  brush  fire;  Linwood  avenue. 

April  30;  4.15  p.  m.;  box  51 ; house  on  Holbrook  court; 
owned  by  Andover  Savings  Bank;  occupied  by  Adolphus 
T.  Palin;  value  of  building  and  contents,  $3,000;  damage  to 
building  and  contents,  $225;  insurance  upon  building  and 
contents,  $2,000;  insurance  paid,  $125;  cause,  pipe  smoking. 

, May  8;  8.02  p.  m.;  box  49;  house  No.  94  Cedar  park; 
owned  and  occupied  by  Dexter  Bryant;  value  of  building 
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and  contents,  ;S8,500;  damage  to  building  and  contents, 
$219;  insurance  upon  building  and  contents,  $8,000;  insur- 
ance paid,  $219;  cause,  defective  chimney. 

May  ii;  1.40  p.  m.;  box  59;  brush  fire  on  Woodland 
avenue. 

May  15;  9.01  a.  m.;  box  32;  house  on  Wyoming  park; 
owned  by  Mrs.  Rosett  Pierce;  value  of  building,  $3,500; 
damage  to  building,  small;  insurance  upon  building,  $2,500; 
cause,  incendiary. 

June  14;  3 a.  m.;  house  on  Tremont  street;  owned  by 
Bridget  Flannery  ; unoccupied  ; value  of  buildings  and  con- 
tens,  $1,000 ; damage  to  building  and  contents,  $39.00  ; insur- 
ance upon  buildings  and  contents,  $1,200;  insurance  paid, 
$39  ; cause,  incedinary. 

June  18;  house  No.  170  Third  street;  owned  by  Sydney 
Patterson  ; occupied  by  Sydney  Patterson  ; value  of  build- 
ings and  contents,  $3,000;  damage  to  buildings  and  con- 
tents, $500;  insurance  upon  buildings  and  contents,  $2,500; 
insurance  paid  upon  building  and  contents,  $300  ; cause,  de- 
fective chimney. 

July  4 ; 9.57  p.  m.  ; box  41  ; house  88  Meridian  street  ; 
owned  by  Fred  E.  Everett  ; unoccupied  ; value  of  building 
and  contents,  $3,000  ; damage  to  building  and  contents, 
$1,036  ; insurance  upon  building  and  contents,  $3,000  ; in- 
surance paid.  $1,036  ; cause,  struck  by  lightning. 

July  4 ; box  41  ; second  alarm  ; ruins  rekindled. 

July  8 ; 8.05  a.  m.  ; box  23  ; house  corner  Forest  and 
Church  street  ; owned  by  Alex  Whithead  ; occupied  by 
Alex  Whithead  ; value  of  building  and  contents,  $2,000  ; 
damage  to  building  and  contents,  $36  ; insurance  upon 
building  and  contents,  $1,500  ; insurance  paid,  $36  ; cause, 
defective  chimney. 

July  14,  8.05  a.  m.  ; box  51  ; outbuilding  on  land  of 
Matthew  Sands  ; 945  Main  street. 
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July  20  ; grass  fire  near  car  stables. 

August  4 ; II  a.  m.  ; still  alarm  ; Y.  M.  C.  A.  building. 

August  8 ; 3 p.  m.  ; still  alarm  ; Walter  A.  Pearse,  47 
Beech  avenue  ; cause,  lightning  ; alarm  by  telephone. 

September  3 ; 11.03  p.  m.  ; box  57  ; house  on  Orris  street 
extension  ; owned  by  Stoneham  Savings  Bank  ; occupied 
by  John  Scott  ; value  of  building  and  contents,  $3,600  ; 
damage  to  building  and  contents,  $3,600  ; insurance  upon 
building  and  contents,  3,000  ; insurance  paid,  $2,872  ; cause, 
tipping  over  lamp. 

September  15  ; 12.45  P-  5 box  42  ; house  on  Goss 
avenue  ; owned  by  Samuel  Ramsey ; occupied  by  Samuel 
Ramsey  ; value  of  building  and  contents,  $3,900  ; damage 
to  building  and  contents,  $2,596  ; insurance  upon  building 
and  contents,  $3,600  ; insurance  paid,  $2,096  ; cause,  over- 
heated stove. 

October  5 ; 9.55  p.  m.  ; box  41  ; house  31  P'airmont 
street ; owned  by  John  J.  Scott  ; occupied  by  John  J.  Scott  ; 
value  of  building  and  contents,  $3,700  ; damage  to  building 
and  contents,  $1,204  ; insurance  upon  building  and  contents, 
$3,450  ; insurance  paid,  $1,204  5 cause,  defective  chimney. 

October  7;  11.20  p.m.;  box  57;  house  24  Walton  park; 
owned  by  C.  W.  Cook;  unoccupied;  value  of  building  and 
contents,  $9,200;  damage  to  building  and  contents,  $9,200; 
insurance  upon  building  and  contents,  $6,700;  cause,  in- 
cendiary. 

October  ii;  9.20  a.  m.;  box  48;  house  143  Vinton  street; 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mrs.  D.  Conway;  value  of  building 
and  contents,  $3,200;  damage  to  building  and  contents, 
$790;  insurance  upon  building  and  contents,  $2,000;  insur- 
ance paid,  $650;  cause,  overheated  stove. 

October  28;  8.10  a.  m.;  box  41;  barn  27  Dell  avenue; 
owned  by  P'rank  Upham;  occupied  by  Walter  Searle;  value 
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of  building  and  contents,  $200]  damage  to  building  and 
contents,  none;  insurance  upon  building  and  contents,  $75; 
cause,  tipping  over  lantern. 

November  5;  9.05  p.  m.;  still;  building  on  Essex  street; 
owned  by  C.  B.  & F.  H.  Goss;  occupied  by  C.  B.  & F.  H. 
Goss  and  Charles  Ripley;  value  of  building  and  contents, 
$2,000;  damage  to  building  and  contents,  $250;  insurance 
upon  building  and  contents,  $900;  insurance  paid,  $200; 
cause,  sparks  from  emery  wheel. 

December  2;  5.35  p.  m;  box  32;  block  corner  Grove  and 
Berwick  streets;  owned  by  Arthur  H.  Teele;  value  of  build- 
ing and  contents,  $13,200;  damage  to  building  and  contents' 
$9.30;  insurance  upon  building  and  contents,  $10,000;  cause, 
spontaneous  combustion. 

December  13;  9.03  p.  m.;  box  41;  barn  No.  15  Dell  ave- 
nue; occupied  by  William  Hallahan;  value  of  building  and 
contents,  $i  100;  damage  to  building  and  contents,  $50;  in- 
surance upon  building  and  contents,  $I000;  insurance  paid, 
$700;  cause,  upset  lantern. 

December  18  ; 6.33  p\  m.  ; box  41  ; house  50  Elliott 
street  ; owned  by  J.  E.  Powell  ; value  of  building  and  con- 
tents, $4,000  ; damage  to  building  and  contents,  $46  ; in- 
surance upon  building  and  contents,  $2,500  ; insurance  paid, 
$46  ; cause,  lamp  explosion. 

December  19  ; 12.58  p.  m.  ; box  48;  building  on  Emerson 
street  ; owned  by  Jonathan  Barrett  ; occupied  by  Cutter  & 
Ringer  and  others  ; value  of  building  and  contents,  $12,400  ; 
damage  to  building  and  contents,  $80  ; insurance  upon 
building  and  contents,  $i  T. coo  ; insurance  paid,  $60  ; cause, 
sparks  from  chimney. 

December  29  ; 5.02  p.  m.  ; box  45  ; house  23  Hillside 
avenue  ; owned  by  Alonzo  G.  Whitman  ; occupied  by 
Alonzo  G.  Whitman  ; value  of  building  and  contents,  $6,500  ; 
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no  damage  ; insurance  upon  building  and  contents,  S3, 000  ; 
cause,  defective  chimney. 

Value  of  property  endangered,  $104,800  ; damage  to  prop- 
erty, $27,895  ; insurance  upon  property.  $90,200  ; insurance 
paid,  gi4,573- 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Oliver  A.  Roberts,  67  Oakland  street, 

Mrs.  George  H.  Dearborn,  315  Main  street, 
John  C.  Maker,  2 Mt.  Vernon  avenue,  , 

Mrs.  William  H.  Flanders,  22  Hillside  avenue, 
George  N.  Howard,  165  Green  street, 

Mrs.  Albert  A.  Day,  45  Ashland  street,  . 


Term  expires  1899 
“ “ 1899 

“ “ 1900 

“ “ 1900 

“ ‘‘  1901 

“ “ 1901 


ORGANIZATION  OF  COMMITTEE. 

Oliver  A.  Roberts,  Chairman.  John  C.  Maker,  Secretary. 


MEETINGS  OF  COMMITTEE. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  school  committee  are  held  in  the  committee 
rooms,  high  school  building,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  of 
every  month,  except  July  and  August,  at  8 o’clock  p.  m. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Fred  H.  Nickerson,  A.  M.,  492  Lebanon  street. 

Office:  High  school  building. 

Office  hours:  8 to  9 a.  m.  on  school  days,  and  4 to  5 p.  m.  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday. 
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SUB-COMMITTEES. 
Accounts^  Finance  and  Estimates. 


Mr.  Roberts, 

Mr.  Howard, 

Mrs.  Flanders. 

Mr.  Howard, 

Books  and  Supplies. 

Mr.  Maker, 

Mr.  Roberts. 

Mr.  Maker. 

Drawing  and  Manual  Training. 

Mrs.  Day, 

Mrs.  Flanders. 

Mrs.  Dearborn, 

Penmanship  and  Physical  Culture. 

Mrs.  Flanders, 

Mrs.  Day. 

Mr.  Maker, 

Rules  and  Regulations. 

Mrs.  Dearborn, 

Mrs.  Day. 

Mrs.  Day, 

Reports  and  Printing. 

Mrs.  Dearborn, 

Mr.  Roberts. 

Mr.  Maker, 

Repairs  of  Schools  and  Hygiene. 

Mr.  Howard, 

Mr.  Roberts. 

Mrs.  Flanders, 

Teachers,  Janitors  and  Salaries. 

Mrs.  Dearborn, 

Mr.  Howard. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOE  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Melrose : 

The  school  board . of  Melrose  presents  the  following  re- 
port : 

The  condition  of  the  schools  and  such  matters  as  pertain 
to  their  superintendence  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  report  of 
the  superintendent  to  the  board. 

Our  purpose  is  to  make  report  on  the  business  which  has 
devolved  upon  the  board,  viz  : the  expenditure  of  the 
appropriation  for  schools,  including  the  repairs  and  con- 
dition of  the  schoolhouses,  and  the  needful  outlay  therefor 
during  1899. 

The  amount  of  the  appropria  on  for  the  support  of 
schools,  in  March,  1898,  with  the  added  balance  of  i897-’98, 
together  with  sundry  receipts,  made  a sum  av  ilable  for  the 
schools  during  1898,  of  ^76,569.89.  Of  this  sum  there  has 
been  expended  $71,547.20,  leaving  a balance  to  the  credit  of 
the  school  department,  December  31,  1898,  of  $5,022.69. 
The  desire  of  the  committee  has  been  to  expend  all  that 
was  necessary  for  the  best  efficiency  and  a .mmodation  of 
our  schools  and  of  the  teachers  connected  therewith,  but 
not  to  expend  the  school  funds  because  a generous  amount 
was  within  the  control  of  the  board.  No  necessary  de- 
mands for  expenditure  in  the  interest  of  our  schools  have 
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been  refused,  and  no  bills  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
board,  which  were  incurred  in  1898,  have  been  left  unpaid. 

The  board,  through  its  committee  on  repairs,  did  not 
accomplish  all  it  planned  and  hoped  to  do  ; but  what  was 
done  was  a permanent  betterment  to  several  buildings. 
Nearly  all  of  the  schoolhouses  are  supplied  with  suitable 
closets,  and  are  connected  with  the  Metropolitan  sewer. 
The  principal  exception  is  the  Joseph  Warren  schoolhouse, 
which  should  be  thus  connected  during  the  next  summer 
vacation,  and  the  necessary  addition  made  to  the  building 
for  the  placing  of  closets.  Repairs  were  made  on  the 
Ripley  schoolhouse,  and  the  cellar  floor  cemented ; on 
the  Converse,  by  placing  a cellar  under  a part  of  the  build- 
ing, putting  in  new  closets  and  adding  to  the  heating 
apparatus  ; on  the  Winthrop,  which  was  also  provided  with 
new  closets,  new  supply  water  pipes,  etc.;  the  house  was 
reshinglecf  and  the  sewer  connection  was  made ; at  the 
Whittier,  the  out-building  was  remodelled  within,  improved 
closets  placed,  heating  apparatus  added  to,  new  water  pipes 
for  supply  laid  and  the  sewer  connection  made. 

The  old  Franklin  street  building  was  remodelled  on 
the  front,  the  roof  was  reshingled,  the  room  papered  and 
painted,  a bowl  set  and  minor  repairs  made  for  the  accom- 
modation of  a kindergarten  school,  which  was  located  there 
to  avoid  the  crossing  of  railroad  tracks  by  the  little  children 
on  their  way  to  and  from  school.  The  new  buildings  have 
necessitated  some  changes,  additions  and  repairs,  and  the 
steam  pipes  of  the  Lincoln  and  high  school  buildings  have 
been  covered  with  magnesia-asbestos,  as  a measure  of  econ- 
omy. The  steam  pipes  in  the  Washington  schoolhouse 
should  have  the  same  treatment  the  present  year. 

The  high  school  was  removed  from  the  Lincoln  school- 
house,  and  was  successfully  installed  in  the  new  building 
in  September  last.  With  increased  accommodations  there 
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came  enlarged  opportunities,  of  which  the  committee  has 
taken  all  advantage  possible.  The  departmental  method 
has  been  introduced,  and  its  results  are  very  satisfactory. 
The  chemical  and  physical  departments,  conducted  by  Dr. 
Shaw,  called  for  a large  outlay  for  supplies  and  apparatus, 
which  were  cheerfully  procured.  These  departments  have 
made  great  progress  over  previous  years. 

The  business,  or  commercial  department,  conducted  by 
Mr.  Greene,  located  in  rooms  especially  prepared  and 
furnished  for  the  accommodation  of  the  commercial  class, 
has  already  achieved  a commendable  success.  The  com- 
mercial desks  were  made  in  accordance  with  original  draw- 
ings by  Mr.  Greene,  and  every  approved  appliance  which 
could  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  department  was  cheerfull)’ 
procured. 

The  furnishings  in  the  building — desks,  chairs,  curtains, 
tables,  etc., — were  procured  only  after  patient  and  careful 
investigation.  The  rugs,  curtains,  fixtures  and  some  of  the 
movable  furniture  were  selected  and  ordered  by  a sub- 
committee, consisting  of  the  ladies  on  the  board.  The 
furnishings,  so  complete  and  appropriate,  the  supplies  so 
abundant,  the  opportunities  for  progressive  and  satisfactory 
work,  were  all  made  possible  by  the  generous  appropriation 
of  the  town  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools.  The 
high  school,  in  its  present  location,  with  its  excellent 
accommodations,  enlarged  curriculum  of  studies  and  faith- 
ful teachers,  is  a credit  to  Melrose.  The  judgment,  earnest 
purpose  and  enthusiasm  of  the  principal,  Mr.  F.  H.  Beede, 
in  conducting  the  school,  are  worthy  of  much  commenda- 
tion. 

The  members  of  the  board  sincerely  regretted  the  sudden 
decease  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Robinson,  who  for  several  years  occu- 
pied the  office  of  superintendent  of  schools  in  Melrose. 
After  careful  investigation,  Mr.  F.  H.  Nickerson  was  unani- 
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mously  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Though  Mr.  Nickerson 
has  held  the  position  of  superintendent  but  a few  months  in 
Melrose,  yet  good  results  of  his  work  are  already  apparent. 
The  committee  is  reassured  that  the  selection  of  Mr.  Nick- 
erson, as  superintendent,  was  a wise  one  and  that  through  his 
good  judgment  and  efficient  labor  the  usefulness  of  our 
schools  will  be  greatly  increased. 

The  sub-committee  on  repairs  report  that,  during  the 
present  year,  it  will  be  necessary  to  paint  the  VVinthrop 
schoolhouse,  inside  and  outside  ; the  rooms  in  the  Gooch 
schoolhouse  should  be  retinted  ; the  Converse  reshingled  ; 
the  Whittier  painted  ; the  Warren  furnished  with  modern 
closets  and  connected  with  the  sewer ; besides  the  usual 
minor  repairs  in  other  buildings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

OLIVER  A.  ROBERTS, 
Chairman  of  the  School  Board. 

Approved  and  adopted  by  the  board,  Feb.  7,  1899. 


3n  (Vltemortam 


BENJAMIN  FRANK  ROBINSON, 

FOR  FIVE  YEARS 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  MELROSE,  MASS. 

Born  in  Gilford,  N.  H.,  January  14,  1852. 

Died  in  Melrose,  Mass.,  June  16,  1898. 


RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
June  17,  1898. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father  to  remove  from  our 
midst  and  from  his  labors  the  esteemed  Superintendent  of  the  Mel- 
rose Public  Schools,  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Robinson, 

Resolved^  That  in  his  death  the  Town  has  lost  a faithful  officer  and 
his  associates  a valued  friend. 

Resolved,  That  by  his  courteous  bearing,  high  moral  character,  and 
five  years  of  faithful,  conscientious  service  for  the  best  interests  and 
welfare  of  our  public  schools,  he  gained  the  universal  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Resolved,  That  to  the  afflicted  family,  so  suddenly  bereft  of  a hus- 
band and  father,  we  tender  our  loving  sympathy,  devoutly  committing 
them  to  the  Heart  of  “Infinite  Love,’’  — to  the  God  of  all  comfort. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  this 
Board,  published  in  the  Melrose  papers,  and  a copy  be  sent  to  the 
family. 


REPORT  OF  TOE  SUPERINTENOENT  OP  SCHOOLS. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Melrose : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  — I have  the  honor  to  present 
for  your  consideration  the  following  report  of  the  public 
schools  of  Melrose  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1898. 
This  report  is  the  ninth  in  the  series  of  annual  reports  by 
the  superintendent  of  schools,  and  the  first  to  be  submitted 
by  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office. 

Inasmuch  as  I have  been  connected  with  your  schools  for 
a portion  of  the  year  only,  I am  unable  to  report  as  fully  as 
I should  be  glad  to  do  under  other  circumstances.  Had 
it  been  possible  in  the  time  at  my  disposal  to  collate  the 
necessary  data,  I should  have  presented  considerable  statis- 
tical information  that  might  have  been  interesting  and 
profitable  as  showing  the  development  of  the  school  system 
in  your  community.  As  it  is,  I can  simply  present  the  fol- 
lowing statistics  : 


22 


STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 
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raACHERS. 

Francis  B.  Jones 

Jeanette  A.  Doane  .... 
Mary  G.  Ellis 

ier  School 

j Edith  S.  Dermot. . ) 

1 Mary  E.  Nye f 

{ Mary  E.  Nye ) 

( Anastatia  G.  Riley.  ( 

Summary  for  Converse  School 

j Eouise  Frost ) 

( Mary  Chisholm...  j 

West  Side  Kindergarten. | Mabel  Price 

Summary  for  all  the  schools 

SCHOOLS. 

WHITTIER. 

Grades  II.,  III.... 

Grade  I 

Kindergarten 

Summary  for  Whitt 

COIVVERSE. 

Grades  III,  IV  . . . . 

Grades  I,  II 

RIPLEY. 

Grades  IV.,  III.... 
Grades  II.,  I 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  ON  ATTENDANCE. 
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Increase  in  average  membership  for  1898,  .60 

Increase  in  average  attendance  for  1898, 83.21 

Increase  in  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  1898, 3.30 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  OF  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 


Per  cent,  of  Attendance. 


SCHOOLS. 


High 

Washington 

Franklin 

D.  W.  Gooch 

Horace  Mann 

Mary  A Livermore 

Lincoln  

Joseph  Warren. 

Sewall 

Winthrop 

Whittier. 

Converse  . . 

Ripley 

West  Side  Kindergarten 


Summary  for  all  schools 


Jau.  to  Jun. 
1898 

Sep.  to  Dec. 
1898 

Gain 

Sep.  to  Dec. 

Loss, 

Sep.  to  Dec. 

95.25 

90.76 

92.75 

93.12 

93.28 

94.28 

97.59 

93  49 

92.54 

94.85 
95.82 

95.55 
92.65 
95.99 
91.94 
93.21 
91.40 
92.93 
90.70 

85.86 

2 34 
2.73 

.21 

1.73 

2.54 

1.27 

94  37 
89.51 
91.95 

90.83 

93.83 
86.43 

i.62 

2.43 

1.26 

.57 

.90 

3.27 

Q9  ftO 

04.  Fin 

1.90 

1 

SUMMARY. 

Net  gain  in  per  cent,  of  attendance  during  the  period  from  September 
to  December  over  that  from  January  to  June,  1.90 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Number  of  persons  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15 
residing  in  town  May  i,  . . . . . 

Number  of  persons  between  the  ages  of  8 and  14 
residing  in  town  May  i, 

Whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  the  during  the 
year,  ......... 

Number  of  pupils  over  15  years  of  age  enrolled 
during  the  year, 

Number  of  pupils  between  5 and  15  years  of  age 
enrolled  during  the  year,  . . . . . 


2.188.00 

1.478.00 

3.044.00 
316.00 

2.482.00 
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Number  of  pupils  between  8 and  14  years  of  age 

enrolled  during  the  year,  .....  1,492.00 

Whole  number  of  pupils  under  5 years  of  age  en- 
rolled during  the  year,  .....  282.00 

Average  membership  of  the  schools  during  the 

year, 2,506.15 

Average  attendance  of  the  schools  during  the  year,  2,343.91 


Average  per  cent,  of  attendance  of  the  schools 

during  the  year,  .......  93-53 

Cost  per  pupil  for  teaching,  .....  $17-44 

“ “ “ “ supervision  and  clerk  hire,  . .83 

“ “ “ “ books  and  supplies,  . . . 2.04 

“ “ “ “ janitors,  . . , . . 1.98 

“ “ “ “ fuel 2.39 

“ “ “ “ miscellaneous  (not  including 

repairs,  furniture  and  new  buildings,)  ...  .78 

Cost  per  pupil,  excluding  repairs,  furniture  and 

new  buildings,  .......  25.46 

Cost  per  pupil  for  furniture,  .....  1.72 

Cost  per  pupil  for  repairs,  .....  1.36 

“ “ “ excluding  new  buildings  only,  . 28.54 


[The  cost  per  pupil  in  the  above  is  based  on  average  membership.] 


COMMENTS  ON  ATTENDANCE. 

There  is  one  fact  revealed  in  the  table  of  comparative 
statistics  that  it  may  be  well  to  notice.  The  per  cent,  of 
attendance  for  1898  shows  an  increase  in  the  regularity  with 
which  pupils  attend  to  their  school  duties  of  3.3  per  cent, 
over  that  of  1897.  These  figures  are  gratifying,  for  they 
indicate  the  development  of  habits  of  regularity  and  prompt- 
ness among  the  pupils,  and  mean  better  work  in  the  schools 
if  maintained. 

The  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  1897  was  below  the 
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average  for  the  state,  as  given  by  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation. Now,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to  discover,  there 
are  no  conditions  existing  in  Melrose  that  can  satisfactorily 
account  for  that  result.  On  the  other  hand,  the  location  of 
our  school  buildings  and  our  social  conditions  are  such,  as 
a whole,  that  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  ought  to  be  above 
the  average  for  the  state. 

Believing  regularity  of  attendance  to  be  fundamental  in 
securing  the  best  results  in  school  work,  and  feeling  that 
the  relative  standing  of  Melrose  in  this  respect  meant  that 
the  schools  were  not  accomplishing  for  the  pupils  all  that 
they  might,  if  closer  attendance  could  be  secured,  I have 
asked  the  teachers,  during  the  few  months  that  I have  been 
connected  with  the  schools,  to  put  forth  special  effort  to 
secure  a greater  degree  of  regularity  in  the  attendance 
of  their  pupils.  As  a result,  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  for 
September,  October,  November  and  December,  is  94.5, 
while  the  average  for  the  six  previous  school  months  of 
the  year  is  92.6.  Thus  the  average  per  cent,  for  the  year 
has  been  raised,  so  that  for  1898  Melrose  stands  1.53  per 
cent,  above  the  average  for  the  state  instead  of  1.77  below 
as  in  1897. 

Special  effort  has  also  been  put  forth,  with  a fair  degree 
of  success,  to  reduce  the  amount  of  truancy  in  the  schools. 

To  prevent  pupils  who  change  their  residence  from  one 
section  of  the  town  to  another  from  absenting  themselves 
longer  than  necessary  from  their  school  duties  and  also  to 
enable  me  to  know  that  a child  enters  the  proper  school  in 
case  of  such  a change,  the  following  system  of  discharge 
and  admission  cards  has  been  put  in  operation. 

If  a child  changes  his  residence,  so  that  it  is  more  con- 
venient for  him  to  attend  another  school  he  is  given  the 
following  discharge  card  properly  filled  in  by  the  teacher: 
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MELROSE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

DISCHARGE  CARD.— FORM  III. 


(To  be  given  pupils  transferred  from  one  school  to  another  in  town.) 

Name  of  Pupil  Discharged, Age 

School  from  which  Discharged, Grade, 

Date  of  Discharge, 189  . Last  attendance, 189 

Total  attendance  since  Jan.  1,  189  , 

General  character  of  pupil’s  work, 

Parent’s  or  Guardian’s  Name, Occupation 

Future  Residence, Street. 

Teacher. 

.Principal. 


At  the  same  time  the  teacher  sends  to  the  superintendent 
of  schools  the  following  card  properly  filled  : 


MELROSE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

DISCHARGE  CARD.— FORM  I. 


Name  of  Pupil  Discharged, Age, 

School  from  which  Discharged, Grade, 

Date  of  Discharge, 189  . Last  attendance, 

Total  attendance  since  Jan.  1,  189  

Cause  of  Discharge, 


. .Teacher 
Principal 


N.  B. — Send  this  card  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  not  later  than  the  day  follow- 
lowing  the  date  of  discharge. 


As  soon  as  the  pupil  enters  the  school  to  which  he  has 
been  discharged,  the  teacher  of  that  school  sends  the  super- 
intendent of  schools  the  following  admission  card  properly 
filled  in  : 
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- MELROSE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

ADMISSION  CABD. 


Name  of  Pupil  Admitted, Age, 

School  from  which  Admitted, 

Grade, Town, 

Date  of  Admission, 189  . Brought  no  Discharge  Card. 

(If  discharge  card  was  presented  cross  out  “no”  and  send  card,  with  this 
report,  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools.) 

Teacher. 

Principal. 

N.  B. — Forward  this  report  not  later  than  the  day  following  the  date  of  ad- 
mission. Receive  no  child  from  another  school  in  Melrose  without  the 
proper  discharge  card  or  a permit  from  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 


If  the  expected  admission  card  does  not  reach  the  super- 
intendent within  the  proper  time,  the  truant  officer  is 
given  the  child’s  name  and  is  asked  to  ascertain  why  he  is 
not  in  school. 

The  above  mentioned  arrangement  is  merely  an  adapta- 
tion of  what  I have  seen  in  practice  elsewhere. 


NAMES  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

Several  of  the  schools  have  had  new  names  given  them 
by  the  committee  during  the  past  year  and,  since  I shall 
have  occasion  throughout  my  report  to  refer  to  these 
schools,  it  may  be  well,  for  the  benefit  of  any  who  are  not 
familiar  with  the  new  names,  to  present  the  following  table, 
giving  the  names  by  which  they  were  formerly  designated, 
the  new  names,  and  the  location  of  such  schools. 
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SCHOOLS  WHOSE  NAMES  HAVE  BEEN  CHANGED 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 

FORMER  NAME.  PRESENT  NAME.  LOCATION. 

Centre  School Sewall. Upham  Street. 

Grove  St.  School Horace  Mann Cor.  Grove  and  Myrtle  Sts. 

Lebanon  St.  School.  • • • - Washington Cor.  Lebanon  and  Lynde  Sts. 

Old  Franklin  School Whittier Franklin  Street. 

Upham  Hill  School Winthrop. Cor.  First  and  Eleventh  Sts. 

Warren  St.  School Joseph  Warren.  • - Warren  Street. 

Wyoming  Ave.  School  - - Lincoln-. Wyoming  Avenue. 


CHANGES  IN  TEACHERS  AND  SCHOOLS. 

There  have  been  an  unusually  large  number  of  changes 
during  the  past  year  in  the  arrangement  of  schools  and  in 
the  teaching  force. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  in  June,  the  following  teachers 
severed  their  connection  with  the  schools  : Ernest  H. 
Leavitt,  principal  of  the  Mary  A.  Livermore  school,  and 
Alice  Watts  of  the  same  school  ; also  Marion  Pearson, 
principal  of  the  Winthrop  school,  and  Grace  L.  Pillsbury  of 
that  school. 

The  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Leavitt 
was  filled  by  the  election  of  G.  Alvin  Grover,  a graduate  of 
Bridgewater  normal  school  and  a teacher  of  several  years 
successful  experience,  and  Inez  A.  Hunt,  a graduate  of  Lar- 
mington.  Me.,  normal  school  was  elected  to  the  position 
formerly  held  by  Miss  Watts. 

The  vacancy  in  the  principalship  of  the  Winthrop 
school  was  filled  by  transferring  Edith  S.  Dermot,  who  had 
been  principal  of' the  Converse  school  ; and  the  vacancy 
caused  by  Miss  Pillsbury’s  resignation  was  filled  by  the 
election  of  Martha  A.  Briggs  of  Auburn,  Me. 
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Mary  E.  Nye,  who  had  taught  the  first  and  second  grades 
in  the  Converse  school  for  some  time,  was  promoted  to  the 
principalship  of  that  school  and  Anastatia  G.  Riley,  a na- 
tive of  Melrose  and  a graduate  of  Salem  normal  school, 
was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  Miss  Nye’s  pro- 
motion. 

A few’  days  before  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  Septem- 
ber, Mr.  Luther  Hatch,  principal  of  the  D.  W.  Gooch 
school,  resigned  on  account  of  poor  health,  and  the  vacancy 
was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Augustus  O.  Burke  of 
Brockton.  Mr.  Burke  is  a graduate  of  Bridgewater  normal 
school  and  has  had  several  years  of  successful  experience 
as  a teacher. 

Near  the  c ose  of  the  summer  vacation  Malcom  D.  Bar- 
rows,  the  popular  and  efficient  sub-master  of  the  high 
school,  resigned  to  accept  a position  in  the  Charlestown 
high  school,  and  Everett  H.  Scott  of  Brockton  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  Scott  was  highly  recommended  by  Mr.  Beede,  prin- 
cipal of  the  high  school,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  been 
associated  as  a teacher,  and  his  work  in  Melrose  thus  far 
has  ustified  the  recommendation. 

t 

D 'ng  the  summer  a commercial  course  was  added  to 
the  high  school  curriculum  and  Hugh  G.  Green  of  Tilton, 
N.  H.,  was  appointed  to  have  charge  of  that  department. 
Mr.  Green  brought  to  his  position  excellent  preparation  and 
good  experience  and  is  doing  thorough  work. 

Soon  after  the  schools  opened  in  September,  Herbert  F. 
Taylor,  the  energetic  principal  of  the  Washington  school 
resigned,  to  accept  a more  lucrative  position  in  Fitchburg, 
Mass.,  and  Herbert  L.  Rand,  a graduate  of  Bridgewater 
normal  school,  and  for  the  past  two  years  principal  of  the 
Webster  Street  grammar  school  in  Auburn,  Me.,  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  it  became  necessary  to 
divide  the  ninth  grade  at  the  Washington  school  into  two 
sections,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  pupils  in  that  grade, 
and  Mary  S.  Fellows,  teacher  of  the  sixth  grade  in  that 
school,  was  ejected  to  have  charge  of  one  of  these  sections. 
The  vacancy  thus  caused  in  grade  six  was  filled  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Martha  A.  Dodge  of  North  Attleboro.  Miss  Dodge 
is  a graduate  of  Salem  normal  school  and  is  earnest  and 
painstaking  in  her  work. 

The  removal  of  the  high  school  to  the  new  and  commodi- 
ous building  on  Main  street  enabled  several  needed  changes 
to  be  made  in  other  schools  by  the  opening  of  additional 
rooms  for  the  lower  grades  in  the  Lincoln  school  building, 
which  had  been  occupied  since  its  completion  by  the  high 
school. 

1.  The  kindergarten  that  had  been  located  in  the  Hor- 
ace Mann  school  was  removed  to  the  Lincoln  school  and 
the  vacant  room  thus  made  in  the  Horace  Mann  school  was 
filled  by  transferring  grade  seven  from  the  Washington 
school. 

2.  To  accommodate  pupils  living  west  of  the  railroad  who 
had  been  obliged  to  attend  the  Horace  Mann  school  and  al- 
so to  relieve  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  lower  grades 
at  the  D.  W.  Gooch  school,  three  other  rooms  were  opened 
in  the  Lincoln  building, — one  containing  a sixth  grade,  an- 
other the  fifth  grade,  and  the  third  containing  pupils  in  the 
second  and  third  grades. 

3.  Later  one  of  the  first  grades  at  the  D.  W.  Gooch 
school  was  removed  to  the  Lincoln  school.  This  enabled 
the  children  in  Russell  park  section  to  receive  better  accom- 
modation, and  gave  opportunity  to  relieve  the  congestion 
in  the  eighth  grade,  both  at  the  Mary  A.  Livermore  school 
and  the  Horace  Mann  school,  by  transferring  to  the  D.  W. 
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Gooch  school  the  eighth  grade  pupils  who  live  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  school. 

These  changes  involved  the  transfer  of  several  teachers 
and  some  additions  to  the  teaching  force.  Caroline  L. 
Hollis,  who  during  the  previous  year  had  had  charge  of  the 
overflow  pupils  in  grade  V at  the  D.  VV.  Gooch  school,  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  second  and  third  grades  in  the 
Lincoln  school  ; Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Saunders  of  Melrose  was 
placed  in  charge  of  grade  V in  the  same  school  ; Arline 
Merrill  was  transferred  from  the  D.  W.  Gooch  school  to 
have  charge  of  Grade  I in  the  Lincoln  school,  and  Martha 
A.  Briggs  was  transferred  from  the  VVinthrop  school  to  be 
teacher  of  the  sixth  grade  and  acting  principal  of  the  Lin- 
coln school  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  vacancy  in  the  second  grade  at  the  Winthrop  school 
made  by  the  transfer  of  Miss  Briggs,  has  not  yet  been  filled 
by  permanent  appointment,  but  Grace  C.  Albee  of  Melrose 
has  charge  of  the  work. 

The  removal  of  a first  grade  from  the  D.  W.  Gooch  school, 
as  above  mentioned,  enabled  the  large  seventh  grade  in  that 
building  to  be  divided,  part  being  placed  in  charge  of  Mary 
A.  Maddocks,  a graduate  of  Gorman,  Me.,  normal  school, 
and  the  remainder  with  the  eighth  grade  pupils  who  were 
removed  from  the  Mary  A.  Livermore  and  Horace  Mann 
schools,  being  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  Burke,  the  principal 
of  the  school. 

During  the  summer  vacation,  the  old  Franklin  school 
building,  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad  at  the  Highlands, 
was  prepared  and  arranged  for  kindergarten  work,  and  Miss 
Price,  who  had  previously  taught  a similar  grade  in  the 
Whittier  building,  was  given  charge  of  the  new  school. 
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teachers’  meetings. 

However  well  equipped  teachers  may  be,  frequent  meet- 
ings with  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  with  the  super- 
visors of  special  subjects  are  necessary  in  order  that  the  best 
results  may  be  secured.  Such  meetings  afford  opportunities 
{a)  to  outline  and  discuss  plans  of  administration,  (^)  to 
suggest  possible  lines  of  progress,  (<^)  to  gain  broader  ideas 
of  the  work  of  teaching,  ( d)  to  develop  methods  of  teach- 
ing and  management,  and  (^)  to  secure  enthusiasm  for  the 
daily  work. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  my  work  with  the  schools  began  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  and  that  it  takes  time  to  secure  an  intel- 
ligent appreciation  of  the  needs  of  a school  system,  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  s\'stematize  my  teachers’  meetings  as  it  is 
my  purpose  to  do  ater.  However,  general  meetings  have 
been  held  as  freqently  as  once  a month  and  meetings  with 
the  principals  and  with  special  groups  of  teachers  as  fre- 
quently as  seemed  needful. 

At  the  general  meetings,  addresses  have  been  given  by 
Superintendent  Morss  of  Medford,  on  “Elementary 
Science;  ” by  Superintendent  Gay  of  Malden,  on  “Language,’ 
and  by  myself  on  “School  Programs,”  “How  to  Succeed  in 
Teaching,”  and  “Suggestions  Regarding  Administration.” 

At  the  meetings  with*  the  principals  and  grade  teachers, 
various  points  looking  to  better  administration  and  more 
systematic  work  in  the  schools  have  been  discussed. 

In  addition  to  the  above  work,  the  supervisors  of  music, 
drawing  and  penmanship  have  held  meetings  at  various 
times  with  the  teachers  of  the  different  grades;  and  at  my 
suggestion  the  above  supervisors  have  arranged  for  regular 
office  hours  once  a week  as  follows:  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr. 
Carter,  Mondays  from  4.15  to  5.15  p.  m.  in  the  high  school' 
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building,  and  Mr.  Clark,  Tuesdays  at  the  same  hour  and 
place.  Such  an  arrangement  affords  an  excellent  opportun- 
ity for  the  supervisors  to  confer  with  teachers  who  may  need 
special  assistance  in  their  work  which  it  is  not  possible  to 
secure  in  meetings  of  a more  general  character  and  for  which, 
previously,  no  satisfactory  opportunity  was  given.  For  ex- 
ample, previously,  if  a supervisor  discovered  that  a teacher 
needed  special  aid  to  enable  her  to  secure  the  desired  re- 
sults in  his  department,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  give  his 
suggestions  to  her  hurriedly  while  she  divided  her  attention 
between  his  statements  and  the  management  of  a room  full 
of  restless  children.  As  a result  she  was  neither  doing  her 
best  for  the  children  nor  was  she  grasping  the  full  force  of 
the  supervisor’s  suggestions. 

As  arranged  at  present  none  of  the  school  time  need  be 
lost  to  purposes  of  instruction  while  teacher  and  supervisor 
confer,  and  also  the  teacher  has  a better  chance  to  be 
benefitted  by  the  supervisor’s  suggestions,  for  she  has  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  the  matter  at  a time  when  she  can 
give  him  her  undivided  attention. 

The  principals  of  the  various  schools  have  held  meetings 
with  their  teachers  more  or  less  regularly  for  the  considera- 
tion of  matters  of  interest  and  importance  to  their  respective 
schools. 

All  of  the  above  work  tends  to  -develop  a more  enthusi- 
astic and  efficient  corps  of  teachers,  and  to  bring  about 
greater  uniformity  in  teaching  and  administration,  as  well 
as  to  secure  closer  articulation  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
school  system. 

THE  MELROSE  EDUCATION  SOCIETY. 

The  Melrose  Education  Society,  an  organization  com- 
posed mainly  of  teachers,  is  doing  considerable  to  strengthen 
a professional  and  scholarly  spirit  among  the  teachers. 
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This  organization  has  been  in  existence  nearly  three 
years,  and,  in  my  judgment,  if  properly  managed  and 
supported  by  teachers  and  school  authorities,  it  may  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  community. 
The  following  quotations  from  the  constitution  of  the  soci- 
ety indicate  its  principles  and  purposes  : 

(a)  “The  Melrose  Education  Society  is  established  to 
promote  a broader  knowledge  of  the  science  of  education, 
a better  understanding  of  methods  now  employed,  and  a 
close  sympathy  and  co-operation  between  the  home  and  the 
school.” 

(^)  “Any  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  desiring 
to  join  the  society  and  sympathizing  with  its  objects,  may 
become  a member  by  signing  the  constitution,  if  nominated 
by  the  executive  committee  and  elected  at  any  meeting  by 
a majority  of  the  members  present.” 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statements  that  member- 
ship is  not  confined  to  teachers  ; neither  is  the  society 
designed  merely  to  promote  the  interests  of  teachers  as 
individuals,  but  that  the  educational  interests  of  the  com- 
munity may  receive  an  uplift.  Therefore,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that,  as  its  principles  and  purposes  become  better  under- 
stood throughout  the  town,  more  of  the  educational  workers 
among  the  mothers  and  fathers  of  the  community  will  give 
it  their  support  by  associating  themselves  with  its  work. 

My  knowledge  of  the  work  of  the  society  comprehends 
only  what  it  has  done  since  the  opening  of  the  schools  in 
September,  but  in  that  time  the  following  lectures  have 
been  given : 

Two  by  Mr.  Philip  Emerson  of  Lynn,  one  on  “The  Geog- 
raphy of  Eastern  Massachusetts,”  and  the  other  on  “Glacial 
Action  in  New  England;”  two  on  “Astronomy,”  by  Prin. 
P".  H.  Beede  ; two  by  E.  H.  Scott,  one  on  “Early  Begin- 
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nings  of  English  Poetry,”  and  the  other  on  “ Early  Be- 
ginnings of  English  Prose.”  Other  lectures  are  to  be  given 
in  March  and  May  by  Hubert  G.  Shaw,  Ph.  D.,  on  “Ele- 
mentary Science,”  and  by  Rev.  Father  Glynn  on  “Self 
Culture.” 


MUSIC,  DRAWING  AND  PENMANSHIP. 

While  I need  say  little  regarding  music,  drawing  and 
penmanship  in  the  schools  since  the  work  in  these  lines  is 
in  charge  of  special  supervisors,  whose  reports  are  sub- 
mitted in  the  appendix  as  a part  of  my  report,  a few  words 
in  general  upon  each  subject  maybe  profitable. 

I.  Music.  The  general  plan  of  work  in  this  line  seems 
to  me  to  be  good,  and  some  excellent  work  is  being  done  in 
the  schools.  The  fault,  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  teaching 
music  in  many  places  is  to  present  technical  difficulties  too 
early  and  too  rapidly,  and  to  emphasize  unduly  this  side  of 
the  music  work  in  the  lower  grades. 

The  method  of  teaching  any  subject  should  be  deter- 
mined in  part,  at  least,  by  one’s  conception  of  the  purpose 
for  which  the  subject  has  a place  in  the  curriculum. 

Now,  according  to  my  belief,  the  main  purpose  for  which 
music  has  a place  in  school  work  is  that  it  may  be  used  as 
an  agency  in  developing  the  aesthetic  nature  of  man  so  that 
his  life  may  be  richer  through  his  greater  powder  to  appre- 
ciate and  appropriate  to  his  inspiration  and  help  the  beauti- 
ful things  of  life,  as  they  are  revealed  to  him  through  the 
sense  of  hearing  ; and  the  secondary  purpose  is  to  train  his 
power  of  musical  expression  so  that  he  may  be  able  to 
express  the  sense  of  harmony  within  him. 

It  naturally  follows,  then,  that  the  essential  ends  to  be 
secured  in  the  lower  primary  grades  are  enjoyment  in  sing- 
ing, a sense  of  rythm,  an  appreciative  idea  of  tone  relation 
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as  expressed  in  the  major  scale,  and  the  power  to  express 
that  relation  accurately,  rather  than  a technical  familiarity 
with  musical  notation. 

In  this  opinion  I find  myself  substantially  in  accord  with 
the  supervisor  of  music,  and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  his 
plans  for  the  future  involve  increased  emphasis  along  the 
lines  suggested. 

2.  Drawing.  Professor  Hugo  Munsterberg  in  discussing 
the  subject  of  art  in  the  school-room  recently  said,  “ Mil- 
lions of  children  receive  there  the  strongest  decisive  influ- 
ence for  aesthetic  attitude,  millons  of  children  have  there 
the  most  immediate  contactjwith  the  world  of  the  visible 
art,  and  mould  there  the  sense  of  refinement,  of  beauty,  of 
harmony.  . . . The  future  battles  against  this  country’s 

greatest  enemy,  vulgarity,  will  be  fought  largely  with  the 
weapons  which  the  drawing  teachers  supply  to  the  masses.” 

The  value  of  drawing  as  a study  in  the  schools  is  becom- 
ing better  recognized  each  year  ; but  to  accomplish  the 
best  results  the  work  in  this  line  must  take  a broader  range 
than  it  has  in  the  past.  Our  best  educators  have  already 
recognized  the  weakness  of  the  work  in  drawing  as  it  has 
been  conducted  in  the  schools  of  the  past,  and  are  shaping 
their  work  with  this  thought  in  mind  that  the  chief  end  to 
be  sought  in  this  line,  so  far  as  the^jpublic  schools  are  con- 
cerned, is  the  development  in  pupils  of  the  power  to  recog- 
nize and  appreciate  visible  beauty  of  form  and  color  in  ma- 
terial things,  rather  than  power  of  execution  in  drawing  be- 
yond elementary  work. 

While  there  is  much  to  commend  in  the  work  in  this  de- 
partment in  our  schools,  I feel  that  more  might  be  done  to 
secure  the  ends  for  which  it  seems  to  me  the  subject  has  a 
place  in  the  curriculum,  if  all,  who  are  in  any  way  respon- 
sible for  the  results  that  are  secured,  appreciated  that  what 
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we  desire  to  get  from  the  prosecution  of  this  line  of  work 
in  the  schools  beyond  the  mastery  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  drawing,  is  what  may  be  appropriately  termed  art 
culture,  in  other  words,  the  chief  end  of  our  effort  in  this 
line  in  the  schools  should  be  to  produce  power  to  appreci- 
ate rather  than  power  to  produce  except  in  an  elementary 
way. 

3.  Penmanship.  Regarding  the  work  in  this  line,  it  may 
be  said  that,  while  in  some  schools  excellent  results  are  be- 
ing secured,  the  general  character  of  the  work  is  not  entire- 
ly satisfactory. 

However,  I have  been  able  to  discover  causes  that  seem 
to  me  to  account  in  a measure,  at  least,  for  this,  and  steps 
have  been  taken  that  already  show  results  which  warrant 
the  expectation  of  better  work  in  penmanship,  on  the 
whole,  than  has  been  secured  in  the  past, 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

An  experience  of  eleven  years  as  a high  school  principal 
naturally  left  me  with  a large  degree  of  interest  in  high 
school  work.  Other  duties  have  thus  far  prevented  me 
from  devoting  much  attention  to  the  class  work  of  our 
school,  so  that  I am  not  prepared  to  make  an- extended  re- 
port upon  the  work.  However,  so  far  as  my  observation  of 
the  administration  of  the  school  has  extended,  I have  been 
pleased.  The  management  throughout  reflects  considera- 
tion for  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils,  and  the  teaching 
that  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  observe  was  purposeful 
and  stimulating. 

It  is  by  no  means  to  be  inferred  from  what  I have  said 
that  either  the  teachers,  the  principal,  or  myself  consider 
that  the  management  and  teaching  in  the  school  is  perfect  ; 
but  I believe  that  we  may  safely  feel  that  the  Melrose  high 
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school  is  in  a prosperous  condition  and  is  doing  a great  deal 
of  work  of  which  we  may  be  justly  proud. 

One  of  the  most  beneficial  things  accomplished  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  the  school,— barring  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  high  school  building — is  the  equipment  of  a 
commercial  department.  This  step  supplies  a deep-felt 
want,  as  is  shown  by  the  size  of  the  classes  in  that  depart- 
ment, and  will  enable  the  school  to  more  nearly  fulfil  its 
mission  in  the  community. 

TO  PARENTS. 

During  the  past  year  1066  different  parents  have  visited 
the  schools  in  their  daily  work.  While  this  is  a better 
showing  in  this  respect  than  is  found  in  many  communities, 
it  must  appear  to  any  candid  person,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  average  membership  for  the  year  has  been  slightly 
over  2,500,  that  the  showing  ought  to  be  better  in  a com- 
munity like  Melrose. 

I am  aware  that  prevailing  economic  and  social  condi- 
tions today  tend  to  breed  indifference  to  school  work,  but, 
I feel,  in  view  of  the  interests  at  stake,  that  it  is  not  too 
much  to  expect  that  parents  who  have  children  passing 
through  the  schools  should  visit  and  inspect  their  work  as 
frequently  as  once  a term.  If  such  a result  could  bt‘ 
brought  about,  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  would  be  large- 
ly increased.  The  reasons  for  this  conclusion  are  so  ob- 
vious that  it  is  not  necessary  to  enumerate  them. 

Parents  can  also  assist  the  schools  in  securing  better  re- 
sults by  increased  thoughtfulness  and  care  regarding  the 
school  attendance  of  their  children. 

Regular  and  prompt  school  attendance  is  a vital  element 
in  the  success  of  a pupil.  The  majority  of  parents  appreci- 
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ate  this  fact  and  permit  nothing  but  necessity  to  keep  their 
children  from  being  at  their  school  tasks  at  the  appointed 
hour  daily.  There  are  those  however  to  whom  regular 
and  prompt  school  attendance  on  a child’s  part  seems  a 
matter  of  little  consequence,  who  to  gratify  a childish  whim, 
or  for  matters  affecting  their  own  conveniences,  permit 
their  children  to  absent  themselves  frequently  from  school. 
In  reply  to  any  remonstrance,  such  parents  often  say  that 
it  is  their  concern  alone  if  they  choose  to  keep  their  chil- 
dren from  school  for  a half  or  whole  day  occasionally, 
since  nobody  is  the  loser  thereby  except  the  absentees. 

If  it  were  a correct  assumption  that  the  evil  effects  of 
irregular  attendance  are  confined  to  the  pupil  or  pupils  who 
are  irregular,  there  would  be  some  force,  at  least,  in  their 
implied  conclusion  that  it  is  not  within  the  province  of 
teachers  or  school  authorities  to  dictate  in  such  matters. 
Unfortunately,  irregular  attendance  on  the  part  of  one  pupil 
affects  the  whole  school  injuriously,  as  any  candid  person 
must  admit.  Therefore,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  express  the 
hope  that  during  the  coming  year  the  teachers  may  have 
the  earnest  co-operation  of  every  parent  in  Melrose  in  the 
matter  of  school  attendance. 

Another  way  in  which  parents  can  aid  teachers  in  secur- 
ing better  results  is  by  so  ordering  the  home  management 
that,  when  the  children  present  themselves  for  work  in 
the  schools,  they  shall  be  in  a fit  condition,  so  far  as  possi- 
ble, physically  and  mentally,  to  receive  the  full  benefit  of 
the  school  work.  Too  many  children  in  the  schools  today 
come  to  their  work  with  their  nervous  force  sapped  by 
social  dissipation  and  a lack  of  proper  attention  to  hygienic 
diet. 

The  multiplication  of  clubs  and  other  organizations  for 
young  people  today  is  extremely  unfortunate  from  an  edu- 
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cator’s  point  of  view,  for  they  not  only  increase  the  nervous 
strain  to  which  children  are  inevitably  subjected,  thereby 
rendering  them  less  fitted  for  their  school  tasks,  but 
careful  observation  has  convinced  me  that  the  responsibility 
in  nearly  every  case  of  ph)'sical  breaking  down  on  the  part  of 
pupils  in  the  public  schools  is  chargeable  either  to  abnormal 
physical  conditions  or  to  such  outside  dissipation  rather 
than  to  over-pressure  in  the  work  of  the  schools,  as  is  fre- 
quently alleged.  Now,  if  all  parents  would  interest  them- 
selves, as  some  do,  to  study  the  effect  of  these  things  upon 
the  physical  and  mental  condition  of  their  sons  and  daugh- 
ters ; and  if,  then,  they  would  act  in  accordance  with  the 
conclusions  to  which  they  must  come,  the  results  secured 
in  the  schools  would  be  better  than  they  are. 

Again,  parents  can  do  much  to  aid  the  schools  by  mani- 
festing a larger  degree  of  confidence  in  and  loyalty  toward 
the  teachers. 

Teachers  are  human  and  in  the  management  of  forty  or 
fifty  children  for  five  hours  in  the  day,  for  five  days  in  the 
week,  for  forty  weeks  in  the  3mar,  nearly  all  of  whom  come 
to  her  as  strangers  practically,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
and  many  of  whom  she  barel}'  comes  to  understand,  before 
they  have  passed  from  her  room,  it  is  easy  to  see  the  possi- 
bility of  error  on  the  part  of  a teacher  in  the  treatment  of 
her  pupils.  To  my  mind  the  wonderful  thing  is  not  that 
teachers  make  mistakes  but  that  they  make  so  few  under 
the  conditions. 

Any  parent,  who  will  review  carefully  the  patience  and 
energy  that  it  has  cost  him  to  train  even  one  child  in  the 
way  that  he  should  go,  ought  to  appreciate  the  magnitude 
of  the  task  of  the  teacher,  who,  as  I have  said,  has  forty  or 
fifty  children  to  train.  And  if  the  parent  will  go  a step 
further  in  his  thought  and  view  fairly  the  numerous  blun- 
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ders  that  he  has  probably  made  in  the  home  training,  he 
ought  to  be  able  to  understand  the  possibility  of  blunders 
by  a teacher,  loaded,  as  she  is,  with  responsibility,  and  to 
pronounce  a charitable  judgment  upon  her  mistakes. 

I have  been  moved  to  speak  thus  frankly  because  I feel 
that  one  of  the  great  needs  today,  in  order  that  the  public 
school  system  may  be  brought  up  to  the  maximum  of  its 
potential  efficiency,  is  more  earnest  and  intelligent  co- 
operation between  the  home  and  the  school. 


SUGGESTIONS. 

{a)  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS. 

The  determination  of  definite  areas  from  which  the  re- 
spective schools  shall  receive  pupils  is  a matter  that  ought 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  committee  before  the  opening 
of  the  term  in  September. 

At  present  no  definite  district  limits  exist.  I can  easily 
see  in  the  generally  unsettled  state  of  affairs,  due  to  the 
erection  of  several  new  buildings  nearly  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  may  have  been  difficult  to  maintain  any  definite  arrange- 
ment of  districts,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  at  present  it  is 
practicable  and  wise  to  make  an  attempt  to  develop  more 
system  in  this  matter.  In  general,  the  reasons  for  the  above 
suggestions  are  comprehended  in  the  statement  that  the 
establishment  of  definite  district  limits  about  the  schools, 
after  having  once  been  adjusted,  will  tend  to  simplify  and 
render  more  satisfactory  the  administration  of  the  schools. 

{b)  THE  RIPLEY  SCHOOL 

The  problem  presented  by  this  school  is  another  matter 
that  ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  committee.  I am 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


319 


not  yet  prepared  to  present  a definite  recommendation,  but 
I wish  to  call  attention  to  a few  points  which  lead  me  to 
think  that  it  may  be  wise  for  the  committee  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  discontinuing  the  school  and  transporting 
the  pupils  of  that  section  to  the  central  districts,  or,  at  least, 
the  desirability  of  removing  enough  of  the  grades  to  enable 
the  school  to  be  handled  by  one  teacher. 

The  present  number  of  pupils  in  that  school  is  38,  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  grade  one,  15  ; grade  two,  ii  ; grade 
three,  9 ; grade  four,  3. 

To  carry  on  the  work  required  in  these  grades,  two  teach- 
ers are  employed  at  an  annual  expense  of  $g20.  Now,  the 
average  membership  of  the  school  for  the  year  is  36.42,  so 
that  the  average  cost  per  pupil  in  this  school  for  teachers' 
salaries  alone  is  ^25.26  per  year,  while  the  average  cost  per 
pupil  throughout  all  the  schools  below  the  high  school  for 
the  same  item  is  ^14.70.  Thus  it  is  evident,  without  carrying 
the  calculation  further,  that  the  cost  of  educating  the  chil- 
dren in  that  school  is  considerably  more  than  it  is  in  the 
other  schools.  Therefore,  unless  it  is  possible  to  discover 
compensating  advantages  from  the  maintenance  of  the 
present  conditions  it  would  seem  wise  to  devise  some 
means  to  lessen  the  per  capita  expenditure  for  the  pupils 
in  that  school,  if  it  can  be  done  without  causing  them  to 
suffer  any  educational  disadvantage  thereby. 

I have  ascertained  that  the  annual  cost  of  transporting 
the  pupils  of  the  Ripley  school  to  our  more  central  schools 
would  not  probaby  exceed  $600.  Now,  if  the  school  should 
be  closed,  the  annual  saving  for  teachers’  salaries,  fuel, 
janitor’s  service,  repairs,  etc.,  would  amount  to  $i,ioo  ap- 
proximately. If  we  deduct  from  this  sum  the  estimated 
cost  of  transportation  it  appears  that  the  closing  of  the 
school  means  a net  ailnual  saving  of  $500,  probably. 
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As  I have  sugg-ested,  the  saving  of  this  amount  is  of  little 
consequence  if  the  interests  of  the  children  are  to  suffer 
thereby  ; but  I believe  not  only  that  they  would  not  suffer 
by  such  a change,  but  that  they  would  be  benefitted.  There 
are  good  reasons  why  this  should  be  so. 

1.  If  the  change  should  be  made  the  attendance  of  the 
pupils  would  undoubtedly  be  more  regular,  which  in  itself 
means  better  work  on  the  pupils’  part. 

In  spite  of  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  teachers  to  secure 
regularity  of  attendance  in  that  school,  the  average  per 
cent,  of  attendance  for  the  past  year  is  85.51,  while  the 
average  per  cent,  for  all  the  schools  in  town  is  93.53. 

Without  doubt  the  effort  that  we  are  now  putting  forth 
to  secure  better  attendance  will  show  an  increase  in  the  per 
cent,  for  the  year  to  come,  but  there  are  well  defined  reasons 
why  it  is  practically  impossible  to  get  as  regular  attendance 
in  this  school  as  in  the  other  schools. 

2.  The  working  conditions  are  so  much  more  favorable 
in  our  central  schools  in  which  there  is  one  grade  and  one 
teacher  to  a room,  than  they  can  possibly  be  made  where  it 
is  necessary,  as  at  the  Ripley  school,  to  have  in  one  room 
four  grades  and  two  teachers,  that  it  is  axiomatic  that  the 
children  of  this  school  could  make  more  rapid  educational 
progress  if  they  should  be  transferred  as  suggested. 

For  the  above  reasons,  i.  e.,  on  the  grounds  of  economy 
and  of  increased  benefit  to  the  children  who  now  attend  the 
Ripley  school,  I have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  present  the 
above  suggestion  for  your  consideration. 

It  is  possible  that  you  may  deem  it  inadvisable  at  present 
to  discontinue  all  of  the  grades  in  this  school,  but,  I be- 
lieve, that  the  desirability  of  making  some  change  in  the 
immediate  future  will  commend  itself  to  your  judgment. 
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(c)  principal’s  assistants. 

Another  matter  to  which  I would  invite  the  attention  of 
the  committee  is  the  need  of  an  assistant  to  the  principal  in 
each  of  the  eight-room  buildings.  This  is  no  suddenly  de- 
veloped need,  although  it  has  been  rendered  more  impera- 
tive by  the  increased  work  required  of  the  principals  in  my 
attempt  to  develop  in  the  school  system  a greater  degree  of 
administrative  accountability. 

One  who  has  a proper  conception  of  the  relation  that  a 
principal  should  sustain  to  his  teachers,  the  superintendent 
and  the  public  in  the  administration  of  his  school,  can  easi- 
ly understand  that  no  person  in  that  position  who  is  com- 
pelled to  teach  during  the  entire  time  of  the  session  can  do 
anything  like  what  should  be  expected  o im. 

I am  fully  aware  that  the  salary  ist  would  be  consider- 
ably increased  if  this  suggestion  should  be  adopted  ; but, 
from  my  experience  in  school  work  and  my  comprehension 
of  the  way  in  which  a principal  can  be  most  valuable  to  his 
school,  I believe  the  arrangement  suggested  is  wise  econ- 
omy. I need  not  at  present  attempt  to  demonstrate  the 
wibdom  of  this  suggestion.  That  is  for  the  committee  to 
consider,  and,  if  in  the  course  of  such  consideration  there 
should  be  doubt  concerning  either  the  need  or  advisability 
of  action  along  this  line,  I hold  myself  in  readiness  to  show 
more  definitely  why  I believe  it  to  be  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  town  to  have  assistants  appointed  as  suggested. 


(d)  SALARIES. 

There  are  no  more  important  interests  in  a community 
than  those  for  which  the  schools  are  maintained,  and  in 
order  that  those  interests  may  be  properly  fostered  and 
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protected,  only  first-class  teachers  should  be  continued  in 
the  schools.  To  this  statement  I believe  every  thoughtful 
citizen  of  Melrose  will  assent. 

Now  it  follows  as  a corollary  of  the  foregoing  proposition 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  a school  committee  to  maintain  a rate 
of  salary  which  will  enable  it  to  secure  and  hold  such 
talent  in  the  teaching  corps. 

At  present  the  salaries  in  Melrose  in  certain  positions  are 
inadequate  to  hold  permanently  in  those  positions  such  talent 
as  the  responsibilities  of  the  work  demand.  I am  aware 
that  the  heavy  expenditure  which  the  town  has  made  in  the 
immediate  past  for  the  erection  of  new  school  buildings  has 
rendered  it  inadvisable  hitherto  for  the  committee  to  do 
better  in  the  line  of  salaries  than  has  been  done,  but  I be- 
lieve that  the  present  conditions  and  outlook  are  such  that 
something  in  the  way  of  increase  in  this  line  may  fairly  be 
attempted,  therefore  I commend  this  suggestion  to  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  committee. 


TENURE  OF  OFFICE  FOR  TEACHERS. 

The  responsible  character  of  the  teachers’  work  and  its 
importance  to  a community  render  it  only  just  that  the  ten- 
ure of  office  of  teachers  should  be  more  certain  than  it  is 
under  the  system  of  annual  elections;  and  I trust  that,  in 
the  near  future,  the  committee  will  grant  the  teachers  of 
Melrose  permanent  tenure  of  office  under  such  conditions 
as  will  be  fair  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that,  if  tenure  of  office  for  teachers 
were  made  permanent,  mediocre  and,  in  some  cases,  posi- 
tively bad  teachers  would  have  a chance  to  become  a life- 
time clog  to  the  efficiency  of  the  schools.  I can  see  how 
such  things  might  happen  ; but  with  the  way  to  permanent 
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appointment  properly  guarded,  such  a result  is  not  at  all 
necessar3L  therefore  it  is  not  a valid  objection. 

Again,  it  is  said  that  if  teachers  are  given  a permanent 
appointment  they  will  be  deprived  of  the  stimulus  to  their 
best  effort  which  results  from  the  maintenance  of  the  an- 
nual election. 

In  my  judgment,  if,  as  has  been  said,  the  way  to  perma- 
nent appointment  is  properly  guarded,  a teacher  who  will 
do  her  best  simply  because  she  fears  that  she  may  lose  her 
position  at  the  annual  election  is  not  likely  to  possess  the 
qualifications  necessary  to  secure  appointment  to  the  per- 
manent list  ; and  if,  perchance,  she  should  secure  such  ap- 
pointment, there  would  be  little  to  encourage  her  to  shirk, 
since  a committee  always  reserves  the  right  to  discharge  a 
teacher  at  any  time  upon  evidence  of  inefficiency  or  moral 
delinquency. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  at  the  present  time,  to  enter  upon  a 
discussion  of  the  various  reasons  in  support  of  the  sugges- 
tion, but  I believe  that  the  system  of  permanent  appoint- 
ment of  teachers,  if  properly  inaugurated  would  result  in 
better  work  in  our  schools,  because,  if  for  no  other  reason 
it  would  leave  the  teacher  free  to  administer  her  school  in 
the  interest  of  the  best  results  without  fearing  that  by 
offending  some  influential  citizen,  sufficient  politics  may  be 
interjected  into  the  annual  election  to  cause  her  removal. 

It  is  a well  known  fact  that  efficient  teachers  are  re- 
moved from  their  positions  sometimes  in  such  a manner  ; 
and  the  possibility  of  it  in  any  case  is  calculated  to  influ- 
ence a teacher,  especially  if  she  depends  upon  her  position 
for  her  support,  in  a way  to  render  her  less  efficient  than 
she  would  be  under  more  independent  conditions. 

While  I favor  the  policy  of  permanent  tenure  of  office  for 
teachers,  it  is  with  the  understanding  that  the  way  to  per- 
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manent  appointment  shall  be  made  sufficiently  difficult  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  such  appointment  for  those  who 
do  not  possess  the  quality  of  a true  teacher. 

If  it  should  seem  wise  to  the  committee  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  permanent  tenure  for  the  teachers  of  Melrose,  it 
might  be  desirable  to  impose  some  such  conditions  as  the 
following  : 

1.  Every  new  appointee  to  a position  below  the  high 
school,  in  addition  to  other  qualifications,  shall  have  had  at 
least  two  years’  experience  in  teaching  or  shall  have  grad- 
uated from  a Normal  school  ; any  appointee  to  a future 
vacancy  in  the  high  school  shall  be  a college  graduate  or 
shall  possess  the  equivalent  of  a college  training. 

2.  Every  new  appointee  shall  be  elected  for  a period  of 
one  year,  subject  to  removal  at  any  time  if  found  to  be  un- 
desirable. 

3.  If  a teacher  is  re-elected  at  the  expiration  of  the  first 
year’s  service,  it  shall  be  for  a term  of  three  years,  subject 
to  the  above  condition  regarding  removal. 

4.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period  of  service,  if  she  shall 
have  completed  satisfactorily  a line  of  professional  reading 
formulated  by  the  superintendent  of  schools,  and  if  her 
work  as  a teacher  is  approved  by  him,  she  shall  be  re- 
elected for  a period  of  six  years. 

5.  At  the  expiration  of  this  latter  term  of  service,  if  her 
work  is  approved  by  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  if, 
by  a thesis  prepared  upon  some  line  of  school  work  which 
she  may  elect,  she  shall  show  satisfactory  evidence  of 
proper  educational  growth,  she  shall  receive  a permanent 
appointment  subject  to  removal  for  inefficiency  or  miscon- 
duct only  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  superintendent 
of  schools  endorsed  by  a majority  vote  of  the  committee. 

It  is  my  belief  that  permanent  tenure  of  office  for  our 
teachers  with  the  substance  of  the  above-mentioned  sug- 
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gestions  in  force  would  be  beneficial  to  the  schools  and 
eminently  fair  to  the  teachers  ; and  I trust  that  it  may 
seem  wise  to  the  committee  to  take  steps  in  this  direction 
at  an  early  date. 

In  case  of  teachers  now  in  the  service  of  the  town,  I have 
in  mind  certain  modifications  of  the  foregoing  provisions, 
which  I shall  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  committee  at  the 
proper  time. 


(/)  EVENING  SCHOOL. 

The  public  statutes  of  the  commonwealth  make  it  obliga- 
tory upon  committees  in  towns  of  ten  thousand  or  more  in- 
habitants to  maintain  an  evening  school  during  a portion 
of  each  year  to  provide  instruction  in  certain  branches  for 
all  persons  over  fourteen  years  of  age  who  may  desire  it. 

I understand  that  during  part  of  1891-92,  an  evening 
school  was  maintained  in  Melrose,  and  that  one  was  opened 
in  1893  t>ut  was  soon  discontinued  on  account  of  the  small 
attendance,  and  that  since  that  time  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  support  another. 

The  character  of  the  citizenship ’of  Melrose  is  such  that, 
of  course,  the  demand  for  an  evening  school  of  the  nature 
contemplated  in  the  statute  is  limited  ; but  if  a school 
should  be  organized  upon  more  advanced  lines  than  those 
usually  followed  in  such  schools,  bringing  in  for  example, 
courses  in  history,  English,  civics,  economics,  commercial 
branches  and  applied  sciences,  and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
viding such  elementary  work  as  might  be  demanded,  I am 
inclined  to  believe  that  it  would  command  patronage  and 
result  in  much  good  to  the  community,  therefore  I would 
suggest  that  the  committee  consider  the  feasibility  of  at- 
tempting something  along  this  line  during  the  coming  falL 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

My  observation  of  the  working  of  the  present  course  of 
study  has  convinced  me  that  there  is  need  of  its  modifica- 
tion in  certain  lines,  and  its  expansion  in  others,  in  order 
that  it  may  subserve  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils.  There- 
fore 1 suggest  that  it  would  be  well  to  have  a careful  revis- 
ion of  the  same  before  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  Sep- 
tember. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  work  that  has  been  accomplished  during  the  brief 
time  that  I have  been  connected  with  your  schools  is  prin- 
cipally in  the  nature  of  beginnings  ; but,  as  I look  back  over 
what  has  been  accomplished,  I feel  that  considerable  has 
been  done  to  strengthen  the  administration  of  the  schools, 
and  I believe  that  we  are  now  in  a position  to  begin  to  see 
some  of  the  effects  of  the  work  of  the  past  few  months. 

In  my  endeavors  to  more  thoroughly  systematize  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  schools,  it  has  been  necessary  to  tax  the 
teachers  severely,  and  I am  glad  to  express  publicly  my  ap- 
preciation of  the  willingness  with  which  they  have  respond- 
ed to  the  calls  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  make  upon  their 
time  and  strength. 

The  hearty  co-operation  of  the  body  of  the  teachers,  and 
the  courteous  treatment  and  support  that  I have  received 
from  the  committee  have  made  my  work  pleasurable  and 
encourage  me  to  believe  that  our  united  efforts  will  result 
in  elevating  the  character  of  the  school  work  in  Melrose. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRED  H.  NICKERSON, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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e.  CORPS  OF  TEACHERS  DEC.  31,  1898. 


Report  of  the  Supervisor  of  Music. 


Mr.  F.  H.  Nickerson,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Dear  Sir  : In  accordance  with  your  request,  I submit  the 
following  report  on  music. 

It  is  now  a little  over  seven  years  since  the  Tonic-Sol-Fa 
system  was  superseded  by  the  present  system  of  staff  nota- 
tion, which  has  been  under  my  direction  during  that  period. 

About  two  years  ago,  the  books  and  charts  of  the  Natural 
Music  System  were  adopted  in  the  lower  grades,  and  have 
since  gradually  displaced  the  books  of  the  Normal  Course 
in  most  of  the  grades. 

That  the  change  has  been  productive  of  better  results,  is 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  teachers  who  have  used 
t)oth,  and  of  the  supervisor. 

The  Melrose  schools  should  now  be  inferior  to  none,  and 
superior  to  many  in  the  music  work,  and  in  my  judgment, 
the  schools,  as  a whole,  are  up^to  that  standard. 

We  have  grades,  the  superior  of  any  I ever  met  with,  and 
yet  we  have  some  which  do  not  rise  above  mediocrity. 

How  to  bring  them  all  up  to  the  same  high  plane,  is  the 
problem  which  presents  itself  to  the  supervisor. 

The  music  work  in  public  schools  today,  demands  on  the 
part  of  the  regular  teacher,  particularly  above  the  primary 
grades,  not  a little  musical  knowledge,  and  a correct  ear. 
No  teacher,  who  cannot  tell  whether  her  class  is  doing  the 
work  correctly  or  not,  can  carry  on  that  study  properly, 
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any  more  than  in  any  other  branch  of  work,  and  no  super- 
visor can  do  the  work  for  her.  That  leads  me  to  suggest 
that  teachers  give  more  time  to  the  preparation  of  their 
music  work. 

A teacher  should  come  before  her  class  with  a complete 
understanding  of  the  musical  problem  she  is  to  teach,  when 
many  times  I fear  it  is  only  studied  out  in  the  schoolroom 
and  during  the  drill. 

Is  not  too  much  sometimes  expected  of  the  supervisor?  Is 
he  not  expected  to  put  right,  in  his  comparatively  short  and 
few  visits,  mistakes  and  errors,  which  have  been  of  daily  occur- 
rence ? Gladly  as  the  supervisor  would  do  this,  and  heroic- 
ally as  he  ma}^  try,  it  is  sometimes  impossible  to  rectify 
mistakes  and  habits  which  have  become  fixed  by  imperfect 
daily  drill. 

It  is  surely  the  obvious  duty  of  the  teacher  to  fit  herself 
for  the  work,  so  that  such  failures  ma}'  not  exist. 

Some  teachers  are  naturally  proficient  in  music,  and  I am 
a firm  believer  in  having  the  musical  drill  conducted  by 
those  teachers  who  excel  in  the  work,  but  this  is  not  always 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  general  school  work,  and  is 
only  done  in  a few  instances.  Results,  however,  prove  the 
wisdom  of  that  course. 

The  greatest  difficulty  I meet  with  and  one  that  is  the 
greatest  hindrance  to  good  results,  is  the  number  of  schol- 
ars, who,  from  year  to  year,  are  allowed  to  shirk  the  daily 
drill,  and,  after  a few  years,  are  almost  incapable  of  making 
up  the  work,  or  reading  the  simplest  musical  exercise,  to 
say  nothing  of  carrying  a part. 

This  is  due  either  to  poor  discipline,  or  a misconception 
of  the  true  value  of  the  musical  work.  Some  teachers  have 
the  false  idea  that  the  music  is  only  for  the  so-called  musi- 
cal scholar,  and  as  a result  the  work  is  carried  on  and 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


331 


perfected  by  those  who  take  to  it  naturally,  while  the 
others  are  left  behind. 

It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  keep  hold  of  each  individual 
in  class  work,  yet  class  work  must  mean  individual  work,  or 
the  music  falls  to  the  ground.  This  is  a matter  I dwelt  on 
at  some  length  in  the  teachers’  meetings,  and  has  already 
been  met  by  increased  care  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and 
consequent  improvement  along  those  lines. 

There  is  no  child  attending  the  public  schools,  who  can 
sing  the  major  scale,  who  cannot  learn  as  much  about 
music  as  about  number  or  reading,  and  if  he  or  she  is  slow 
in  learning,  more  attention,  not  less,  should  be  given. 

Lest  I may  seem  to  criticise  the  work  of  our  teachers,  I 
wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  faithful,  painstaking  work 
they  are  doing.  I believe  the  great  majority  of  them  to  be 
giving  their  best  endeavors  to  the  work,  and  results  are 
most  gratifying.  To  the  ambitious,  however,  room  for  im- 
provement can  be  always  seen. 

A series  of  teachers’  meetings  was  held  the  first  of  the 
school  year,  which  I trust  were  helpful,  and  which  will  be 
continued  as  occasion  demands. 

Agreeable  to  your  suggestion,  I have  arranged  an  office 
hour  at  the  high  school,  and  teachers  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  same  to  consult  me  in  regard  to  the  work. 

Your  suggestion  in  regard  to  having  a teachers’  singing 
class  will  be  kept  in  mind,  and  if  deemed  practicable,  will 
be  carried  into  effect.  All  of  these  things  create  an  inter- 
est and  enthusiasm,  and  tend  to  prepare  teachers  for  more 
efficient  work. 

The  work  in  the  high  school  for  the  past  few  years  has 
been  of  a most  satisfactory  and  pleasant  nature.  Some  of 
the  work  done  by  the  school  chorus  last  year  would  be 
creditable  to  any  choral  society,  and  the  chorus  this  year 
is  certainly  as  good. 
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The  work  in  the  high  school  is  distinctl}'  one  of  musical 
culture,  and  the  music  should  be  of  the  best.  No  high 
school  reader  I have  ever  seen,  contains  a sufficient  variet\' 
of  music  to  supply  a four  years’  course,  and  supplementar)’ 
music  should  be  liberally  provided  if  we  wish  to  obtain  the 
best  results.  Scholars  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
studying  the  music  of  the  best  composers,  oratorios  and  the 
like,  for  the  culture  and  inspiration  which  comes  from  an 
acquaintance  with  the  same  cannot  be  overestimated. 

I most  earnestly  hope  that  a sum  of  money  can  be  avail- 
able each  year,  for  the  purchase  of  such  supplementary 
music. 

To  cultivate  the  best  musical  taste  is  our  aim,  and  this 
can  onl)'  be  done  by  acquaintance  with  the  best  music. 

In  concluding,  I wish  to  thank  you  for  many  helpful 
suggestions,  and  for  your  hearty  support  and  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


GRANT  DRAKE. 

Supervisor  of  Music 


Report  of  the  Supervisor  of 


Mr.  F.  H.  Nickerson,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Dear  Sir  : The  following  is  a report  on  drawing  for  the 
past  year.  About  a year  ago  this  time  I asked  the  commit- 
tee to  supply  some  color  boxes  and  colors  for  drawing  in 
our  schools.  They  very  kindly  furnished  us  with  about  700 
of  these  boxes,  which  proved  to  be  a great  help  to  us  in  our 
work.  The  pupils  enjoy  this  color  work  very  much,  as  it  is 
taken  in  connection  with  nature  study,  design  and  some  ob- 
ject work.  The  free  hand  and  mechanical  drawing  is  still 
carried  on,  only  with  more  advanced  objects. 

The  drawing  in  the  high  school  the  past  year  has  not 
been  as  I should  like  to  have  it,  for  the  reason  that  I did 
not  have  materials  with  which  to  work.  This  year  I have 
materials  and  casts  enough  to  start  with,  but  no  place  to 
hang  them.  The  drawing  room  in  the  high  school  should 
be  fitted  as  in  other  high  schools,  with  lockers  and  drawers 
for  the  scholars  to  keep  their  materials  Every  pupil 
should  be  provided  with  a drawing  board  to  press  his  draw- 
ing to  keep  it  in  shape.  If  this  room  could  be  furnished  in 
some  such  way,  I would  be  very  much  pleased. 

I think  all  who  attended  the  exhibition  held  in  the  town 
hall  last  June,  must  have  a good  idea  of  the  work  which  is 
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accomplished  by  the  scholars  during  the  year.  I try  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  work  as  laid  out 
by  Mr.  Henry  Bailey  of  the  state  board  of  education.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  make  such  a plan,  so  that  every  city 
or  town  will  be  able  to  follow  it  in  detail,  but  a good  course 
is  suggestive  and  helpful  in  many  ways. 

In  closing  this  report,  I wish  to  thank  the  comm  '"e  and 
teachers  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  me  n this  v>  ork. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


WILLIS  S.  CARTER. 


Report  of  the  Supervisor  of  Penmanship. 


Mr.  F.  H.  Nickerson.,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Dear  Sir  : In  beginning  this  report  it  will  certainly  be 
in  order  to  say  a word  about  the  popularity  of  vertical  writ- 
ing as  a study  in  the  schools  of  our  country.  Today  it  is  in 
almost  universal  use.  Those  who  formerly  said  it  would  be 
short  lived  and  would  soon  drop  from  our  curricula  are  now 
growing  silent  on  the  subject  or  have  ceased  to  speak  unless 
to  approve  it. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  every  normal  school  ex- 
cepting one  uses  it,  all  the  cities  but  one  and  all  the  towns 
excepting  perhaps  half  a dozen,  in  this  state,  have  it  in  their 
schools.  To  the  same  extent  it  is  used  in  all  the  New  Eng- 
land states.  I am  told  all  the  normal  schools  of  New 
York  and  every  city  of  the  state,  excepting  three,  use  it. 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Chicago,  St. 
Louis,  and  Omaha  have  it,  and  so  I might  continue.  It  cer- 
tainly is  gratifying  to  know  Melrose  is  in  line  with  our  best 
educational  centers  in  this  matter. 

This  popularity  of  which  I speak  comes  from  the  fact 
that  vertical  writing  is  entirely  practical.  Individual  hand- 
writing grows  from  it  as  much  as  from  the  slant  penman- 
ship. More  than  one  teacher  has  said  to  me  she  can  tell 
the  writing  of  every  child  in  her  class  without  seeing  his 
name  upon  the  paper.  More  than  this  the  ease  of  acquisi- 
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tion  and  legibility  of  the  vertical  are  conceded  by  all  who 
have  had  experience  with  it. 

I am  convinced,  also,  that  this  style  of  writing  can  be 
made  rapid  and  thoroughly  practical  as  a business  chirogra- 
phy. 

In  the  mind  and  argument  of  many  the  chief  objection  to 
it  has  been  that  it  is  slow.  I have  proved  this  otherwise. 
When  taught  only  for  legibility  the  slant  writing  is  slow 
and  under  that  condition  the  vertical  is  no  faster.  In  one 
of  the  towns  where  I teach  I have  worked  to  see  what 
speed  I could  develop.  In  the  eighth  grade  I took  speci- 
mens written  at  the  rate  of  no  letters  per  minute,  and  in 
the  ninth  grade  others  written  as  high  as  150  letters  per 
minute.  These  were  well  done  and  not  scribbled.  I feel 
confident  this  work  would  appeal  favorably  to  any  business 
man,  and  certainly  prove  to  him  vertical  writing  can  be  as 
rapidly  executed  as  any  other  script. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  “ backhand,”  oftentimes 
noticeable  where  the  vertical  is  taught.  As  to  this  matter, 
I have  one  point  to  raise  and  one  question  to  ask. 

In  the  slant  system  there  is  one  accepted  standard  slant. 
Does  everyone  write  exactly  that  slant  or  is  the  degree  of 
slant  simply  approximated  ? In  this  system  we  have  a 
standard,  but  if  every  one  does  not  write  exactly  vertical  is 
it  chargeable  against  the  s^^stem  or  the  person  who  writes  it  ? 
In  either  case  we  are  not  excused  from  teaching  and  attain- 
ing the  standard  if  possible,  and  I know  in  this  particular 
man}^  are  successful. 

One  thing  I have  introduced  into  our  low  grades  of 
school  this  fall  is  single  line  paper.  We  commenced  the 
school  }^ear  with  the  spaced  paper  and  formed  the  hand- 
writing upon  it.  My  fear  is,  if  we  continue  its  use  the  pu- 
pils will  depend  too  much  upon  a line  for  the  height  of 
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every  letter.  When  these  lines  are  taken  from  them  tliey 
will  be  unable  to  write  a uniform  hand.  The  single  line 
paper  is  the  practical  ruling  of  the  business  world.  To  my 
mind  it  is  proper  for  the  children  to  get  accustomed  to  use 
it  early  in  their  school  life.  I have  been  very  well  pleased 
so  far  with  the  results  attained  in  its  use  and  feel  that  the 
wisdom  of  adopting  it  is  fully  demonstrated. 

I wish,  also,  to  say  the  use  of  ink  in  our  second  grades 
has  proved  successful.  The  teachers  tell  me  the  children 
are  careful  in  using  it,  and  do  not  get  blots  upon  their 
paper,  or  soil  their  hands  or  clothing.  My  observations 
confirm  these  statements. 

One  thing  in  our  instruction  which  I wish  to  emphasize  is 
that  we  must  build  into  the  mind  of  the  pupil  the  most 
perfect  form  of  the  letter  we  are  able  to  construct.  This 
education  should  enable  him  to  describe  that  form  intelli- 
gently, definitely  and  correctly.  In  this  respect  writing  and 
drawing  are  parallel  studies.  First,  the  child  must  see,  then 
make  ; but  he  never  can  make  until  he  does  see.  I go 
further,  and  say  he  must  see  and  describe  this  letter  from 
the  ideal  in  his  mind  and  not  from  any  representation  of  it 
in  his  copy  book.  The  skillful  teacher  by  her  questions 
will  draw  from  the  pupil  a word  picture  of  his  concept  ; 
she  will  minimize  the  incorrect  and  magnify  the  correct 
part  of  the  description  of  each  scholar,  thus  shaping  more 
and  more  perfectly  the  form  being  taught  until  she  leaves 
the  class  beholding  the  finished  ideal, — not  only  in  their 
minds,  but  also  one  correctly  written  upon  the  board.  To 
be  able  to  do  this  for  the  children,  the  quality  of  mind 
education  in  vertical  writing  which  the  teachers  must  pos- 
sess can  well  be  understood. 

Another  thing  for  which  we  are  to  work  is  a better  quality 
of  penmanship  in  the  written  exercises  of  the  school.  It  is 
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very  easy  for  the  pupils  to  think  that  good  writing  is  only 
meant  for  the  writing  lesson  and  the  page  of  the  copy  book. 
This  is  wholly  wrong.  It  is  for  us  to  show  them  that  the  les- 
son in  penmanship  is  for  the  purpose  of  their  learning  what 
they  are  to  apply  in  their  written  school  work.  We  must 
insist  that  this  quality  of  writing  be  given  us  and  accept  no 
other.  1 have  learned  by  experience  that,  as  a rule,  we  get 
about  the  quality  of  work  in  the  schoolroom  which  we 
demand  and  are  willing  to  accept.  It  is  for  the  teacher  to 
set  the  standard  and  the  scholar  to  meet  it. 

In  my  opinion,  the  study  of  penmanship  should  not  go 
beyond  the  eighth  grade.  This  will  help  furnish  time  for 
the  study  of  Latin,  higher  mathematics  and  science  work, 
which  is  now  being  introduced  into  the  ninth  grade.  The 
present  status  of  writing  in  Melrose  will  not  allow  this  to 
be  done  ; but  with  some  careful  planning  and  teaching, 
together  with  adopting  one  or  tw'O  things  in  our  course  of 
writing  which  we  do  not  now  have,  we  shall  certainly  be 
able  to  drop  this  study  in  the  grade  above  mentioned. 

Allow  me  to  say  I appreciate  the  extra  time  just  given 
me  for  my  work,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  give  help  when 
needed  and  to  generally  keep  in  touch  with  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  CLARK, 
Teacher  of  Penmanship. 
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Virlus  est  Victoria." 


MELROSE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

GRADUAriUjY  EXERCISES 

OF  THE 

CLASS  OF  1898, 

Town  Hall,  Thursday  Ev’Ening,  June  30,  at  8 o’clock. 


PROGRAMME. 

Chorus,  “ To  Thee,  O Country,” Eichberg 

School. 

Address,  ” A Call  to  Service.” 

B.  L.  Whitman,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Solo  and  Chorus,  ” From  Thy  Love  as  a F'ather,”  . 

(Redemption)  Goimod 

Miss  Corea  and  School. 

Award  of  Prizes  Offered  by  the  Franklin  P'raternitv. 
Announcement  of  Class  Honors. 

Chorus,  ” The  Miller’s  Wooing,”  .....  Faning 

School. 


Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Ctiatrm.^n  of  the  School  Committee. 


Gallia, Gounod 

Miss  Corea  and  School. 
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GRADUATING  CLASS. 

COLLEGE  PREPARATORY  COURSE. 

FOUR  YEARS. 

Maude  Muller  Brickett,  Helen  Sewall  Leavitt, 

C.  Fletcher  Donnocker,  Mary  Evelyn  Smith, 

Marion  Snow. 


TECHNOLOGY  COURSE. 

FOUR  YEARS. 

Carl  Brown,  Robert  L.  Stuart, 

Charles  F.  Knights,  William  J.  Whittier, 

M.  Bertrand  Osgood,  Herbert  J.  Wiswell. 


GENERAL  COURSE. 

FOUR  YEARS. 

S.  Lillian  Amory,  Annie  Mabel  Thomas, 

Marion  Sewall  Rich,  Laura  Worth. 


ENGLISH  COURSE. 
THREE  YEARS. 


Clara  Luella  Cartland, 
Ethel  Louise  Clark, 

Eva  Cabot  Copeland, 
Daniel  Frederick  Dow, 
Harry  Elmer  Gerry, 

Mabel  Gertrude  Gilbridge, 


Frank  McKay  Little, 

George  Atkins  Orton, 

Clara  Lillian  Perham, 

Edith  R.  Fletcher  Rockwell, 
Gertrude  Ellen  Smallwood, 
Anna  Kittridge  Sylveira, 


Carrie  Belle  Woodward. 


PARTIAL  COURSE. 


Demitri  B.  Bary, 

Caroline  Brewster  Dill, 
Alfred  H.  French, 

Grace  Leora  Hardy, 

Emma  Josephine  Hopkins, 
Ethel  Oakman  Howes, 

Ethel 


Arthur  Percy  Janes, 

Allen  Leroy  Leach, 

Mary  Lyon  Oakes, 

Elizabeth  Gertrude  Pulsifer, 
Alice  Webster  Robinson, 
Emma  Storer  Welden, 
ie  White. 
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HONORS. 

MAUDE  MULLER  BRICKETT. 


Pithel  L.  Clark, 

MARION  SNOW. 

Helen  Sewall  Leavitt, 

Mary  Evelyn  Smith, 

Laura  Worth. 

FRANKLIN  FRATERNITY  PRIZES,  JUNE,  1898. 


Demitri  Bary,  ’98 

MATHEMATICS. 

Minnie  Louise  Snow,  ’00. 

ENGLISH. 

Ethel  Louise  Clark,  ’98,  Grace  Adams  Colby,  ’00, 

Wallace  Noble  MacBriar,  ’01. 


25 
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"■Strive  to  Succeed." 


Ninth  Grade  Graduation, 


TOWN  HALL,  MELROSE, 
Wednesday,  June  29TH,  1898. 


PROGRAMME. 


1.  Song,  “To  Thee,  O Country,”  ....  Eichberg 

The  Class. 

2.  Essay,  “ Spanish  Colonial  Possessions  in  America,” 

Florence  Belle  Wadleigh. 

3.  Piano  Solo,  “ Valse  Brilliante,”  ...»  Leybach 

Christine  Macdonald. 


4.  Reading,  “ Talking  Flags,” He7iry  Carr 

Mabelle  Alice  Smith. 

5.  Reading,  “High  Tide  on  the  Coast  of  Lincon- 

shire,”  ........  higelow 

Alice  Gale  Worthen. 


6.  Song,  “Over  Hill.  Over  Dale,”  ....  Me7?delssohn 

The  Class. 


7.  Oration,  “The  Future  of  Our  Nation,” 

William  Henry  Hathaway  Pierce. 

8.  Pi.\NO  Solo,  “Colombine,” Delahaye 

Ever  Mable  Leach. 


9.  Essay,  “ The  History  of  Newspapers,” 

• Flora  Elizabeth  Thom.^s. 
10.  Reading,  “ The  Swan  Song,”  . 

Irene  May  Lyall. 


Katherine  R.  Brooks 
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11.  Song,  “ Marathon  Race,” 

The  Class. 

12.  Reading,  ” The  Whistling  Regiment,”  . 

Walter  Gardner  Kennedy. 

13.  Essay,  “June,” 

Aimee  Elizabeth  Spurr. 

14.  Declamation,  ” The  American  Flag,”  . 

Harold  Allen  Whitman. 

15.  Essay,  “The  Growth  of  the  Militia,” 

* Laura  Felice  Bryant. 

16.  Presentation  of  Diplomas. 

17.  Song,  “ Class  Ode,” 

The  Class. 

CLASS  ODE. 

On  devious  pathways  bound. 

We  pause  where  part  the  ways. 
New  need  of  cheer  to  borrow 
And  bid  a fair  good-morrow 
Crown  all  our  yesterdays. 

Perchance  the  trailing  garment 
Of  Fame  may  follow  thee. 

And  Fortune  smiling  meet  thee 
With  lavish  hand  to  greet  thee. 
Oh,  barren  her  blessing’s  store 
If  life  bring  thee  not  yet  more 
And  love  the  chiefest  be. 

Or  if  thy  days  be  toil-filled. 
Lowly  thy  action’s  round. 

Ah,  then  in  compensation, 

May  richer  consummation 
Of  love  by  thy  heart  be  found  ! 
Love  by  thy  heart  be  found. 


Bizet 

Harvey 

Drake 

Mendelssohn 


Excused  from  speaking. 
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GRADUATES. 


Wesley  Worthen  Albee, 
^Clarence  Gould  Baker, 
*Edua  Marie  Belliveau, 
*Irene  May  Beshong, 

*Frank  Roy  Bigelow, 

*Helen  Gould  Brown, 

*Laura  Felice  Bryant, 

*Hugh  Lawrence  Canney, 
*Nella  Chandler, 

■^Lottie  Gertrude  Church, 
^Julius  Vennard  Clark, 

*Lee  Kemp  Coffin, 

Charles  Eben  Colby, 

^Jessie  Gertrude  Dill, 

*Alice  May  Ellison, 

^Edith  Farnuin  Ellison, 
*FIarry  Vincent  Fuller, 
*Edith  Lillian  Furlong, 
Flossie  Gertrude  Hindon, 
*William  Alonzo  Hindon, 
*Ruth  Edith  Houdlette, 
*James  Mitchell  Howard, 
*Edith  Selma  Johnson, 
*Sophronia  Johnson, 

^Walter  Gardner  Kennedy, 
*Joy  Margaret  King, 

*Lillian  Elise  Kitching, 
*Ever  Mable  Leach, 

^Forest  Wells  Lord, 

*Irene  May  Lyall, 

^Christine  Macdonald, 
*Gertrude  Wilbur  Magee, 
■*Ethel  Hortense  Makechnie, 


Lizzie  Belle  Manser, 

*Edith  Gertrude  Maynard, 

James  McLean, 

*Ruby  Frances  McNeal, 

Marion  Belle  Means, 

♦Robert  Arlington  Mort-head,  • 
*Alice  Monroe, 

*William  Henry  Hathaway  Pierce, 
*Alcot  Johnson  Pennell, 

*Edwin  Everett  Prior, 

♦Ralph  Omer  Reed, 

Ellen  Riley, 

^Nellie  Winifred  Rile}’-, 

^William  Carleton  Robinson. 
*Alise  Gertrude  Russell, 

*Harry  Bray  Sawyer 
♦George  August  Smith, 

^Mabelle  Alice  Smith, 

*Aimee  Elizabeth  Spurr, 

*Fred  Yerxa  Spurr, 

Alrick  Sweusson, 

Lester  Raymond  Talbut, 

*Flora  Elizabeth  Thomas, 

^Marion  Bartlett  Thompson, 
*Bessie  Arline  Towle, 

*Louis  Sidney  Tucker, 

^F'lorence  Belle  Wadleigh, 

^Arthur  Frank  Whalen, 

*Edna  Eliza  White, 

*Harold  Allen  Whitman, 

^Ernest  Ames  Woodward, 

*Alice  Gale  Worthen, 

Harold  Winifred  Waite. 


’''Students  whose  names  are  starred  entered  the  high  school  in  September. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  STATUTES  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

(a)  VACCINATION  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

Chapter  496.  Section  ii.  No  child  who  has  not  been 
duly  vaccinated  shall  be  admitted  to  a public  school  except 
upon  presentation  of  a certificate  signed  by  a regular  prac- 
ticing physician  that  such  child  is  an  unfit  subject  for  vac- 
cination. No  child  who  is  a member  of  a household  in 
which  a person  is  sick  with  smallpox,  diphtheria,  scarlet 
fever  or  measles,  or  of  a household  exposed  to  contagion 
from  a household  as  aforesaid,  shall  attend  any  public 
school  during  such  sickness  or  until  the  teacher  of  the 
school  has  been  furnished  with  a certificate  from  the  board 
of  health  of  the  town  or  city,  or  from  the  attending  physi- 
cian of  such  sick  person,  stating  in  a case  of  smallpox, 
diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever^  that  a period  of  at  least  two 
weeks,  and  in  a case  of  measles  a period  of  at  least  three 
days,  has  elapsed  since  the  recovery,  removal  or  death  of 
such  person,  and  that  danger  of  the  conveying  of  such  dis- 
ease by  such  child  has  passed. 

(d)  employment  of  labor. 

Chapter  494.  Section  i.  No  child  under  fourteen 
years  of  age  shall  be  employed  in  any  factory,  workshop 
or  mercantile  establishment.  No  such  child  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  any  work  performed  for  wages  or  other  compen- 
sation, to  whomsoever  payable,  during  the  hours  when  the 
public  schools  of  the  town  or  city  in  which  he  resides  are  in 
session,  nor  be  employed  at  any  work  before  the  hour  of  six 
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o’clock  in  the  morning  or  after  the  hour  of  seven  o’clock  in 
the  evening. 

Section  2.  No  child  under  sixteen  years  of  age  shall  be 
employed  in  any  factory,  workshop  or  mercantile  es- 
tablishment unless  the  person  or  corporation  employing 
him  procures  and  keeps  on  file  and  accessible  to  the  truant 
ofificers  of  the  town  or  city,  and  to  the  district  police  and 
inspectors  of  factories,  an  age  and  schooling  certificate  as 
hereinafter  prescribed,  and  keeps  two  complete  lists  of  all 
such  children  employed  therein,  one  on  file  and  one  con- 
spicuously posted  near  the  principal  entrance  of  the  build- 
ing in  which  such  children  are  employed,  and  also  keeps  on 
file  a complete  list,  and  sends  to  the  superintendent  of 
schools,  or,  where  there  is  no  superintendent,  to  the  school 
committee,  the  names  of  all  minors  employed  therein  who 
cannot  read  at  sight  and  write  legibly  simple  sentences  in 
the  English  language. 

Section  6,  reads  in  part  as  follows  : Whoever  employes 
a child  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  whoever  having  un- 
der his  control  a child  under  such  age  permits  such  child 
to  be  employed,  in  violation  of  sections  one  and  two  of  this 
act,  shall  for  such  offence  be  fined  not  more  than  $50  ; and 
whoever  continues  to  employ  any  child  in  violation  of 
either  of  said  sections  of  this  act  after  being  notified  there- 
of, shall  for  every  day  thereafter  that  such  employment  con- 
tinues be  fined  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty  dol- 
lars. 


(c)  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  AND  TRUANCY. 

Chapter  496.  Section  12.  Every  child  between  seven 
and  fourteen  years  of  age  shall  attend  some  public  day  school 
in  the  town  or  city  in  which  he  resides  during  the  entire 
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time  the  public  schools  are  in  session,  subject  to  such 
exceptions  as  to  children,  places  of  attendance  and  schools 
as  are  provided  for  in  sections  three,  seven,  ten  and  eleven 
of  this  did:  provided^  that  the  superintendent  of  schools  or, 
where  there  is  no  superintendent  of  schools,  the  school 
committee,  or  teachers  acting  under  authorit)'  of  said  super- 
intendent of  schools  or  school  committee,  may  excuse  cases 
of  necessary  absence  ; and  provided,  further,  that  the  attend- 
ance of  a child  upon  a public  day  school  shall  not  be  re- 
quired if  such  child  has  attended  for  a like  period  of  time  a 
private  day  school  approved  by  the  school  committee  of 
such  town  or  city  in  accordance  with  section  two  of  chapter 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1894, 
or  if  such  child  has  been  otherwise  instructed  for  a like 
period  of  time  in  the  branches  of  learning  required  by  law 
to  be  taught  in  the  public  schools,  or  has  already  acquired 
the  branches  of  learning  required  by  law  to  be  taught  in  the 
public  schools,  or  if  his  physical  or  mental  condition  is 
such  as  to  render  such  attendance  inexpedient  or  impracti- 
cable. Every  person  having  under  his  control  a child  as 
described  in  this  section  shall  cause  such  child  to  attend 
school  as  required  by  this  section. 

Section  31.  Any  person  having  under  his  control  a child 
between  seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age  who  fails  for  five 
day  sessions  or  ten  half  day  sessions  within  any  period  of 
six  months,  while  under  such  control,  to  cause  such  child  to 
attend  school  as  required  by  section  twelve  of  this  act,  the 
physical  or  mental  condition  of  such  child  not  being  such 
as  to  render  his  attendance  at  school  harmful  or  impracti- 
cable, upon  complaint  by  a truant  officer,  and  conviction 
thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a fine  of  not  more  than  twenty 
dollars.  Any  person  who  induces  or  attempts  to  induce 
any  child  to  absent  himself  unlawfully  from  school,  or  em- 
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ploys  or  harbors  while  school  is  in  session  any  child  absent 
unlawfully  from  school,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a fine  of  not 
more  than  fifty  dollars. 

Chapter  496.  Section  24.  Every  habitual  truant,  that 
is,  every  child  between  seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age 
who  wilfully  and  habitually  absents  himself  from  school 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  section  twelve  of  this  act, 
upon  complaint  of  a truant  officer,  and  conviction  thereof, 
may  be  committed,  if  a boy,  to  a county  truant  school  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  two  years,  and  if  a girl,  to  the  state 
industrial  school  for  girls,  unless  such  child  is  placed  on 
probation  as  is  provided  in  section  twenty-eight  of  this  act. 

Section  25.  Every  habitual  absentee,  that  is,  every  child 
between  seven  and  sixteen  years  of  age  who  may  be  found 
wandering  about  in  the  streets  or  public  places  of  any  town 
or  city  of  the  commonwealth,  having  no  lawful  occupation, 
habitually  not  attending  school,  and  growing  up  in  idle- 
ness and  ignorance,  upon  complaint  by  a truant  officer  or 
any  other  person,  and  conviction  thereof,  may  be  com- 
mitted, if  a boy,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to  the  Lyman 
school  for  boys,  and  if  a girl,  to  the  state  industrial  school 
for  girls,  unless  such  child  is  placed  on  probation  as  pro- 
vided in  section  twenty-eight  of  this  act. 

Section  34,  reads  in  part  as  follows  ; A truant  officer 
of  any  town  or  city  may  apprehend  and  take  to  school, 
without  warrant,  any  truant  or  absentee  found  wandering 
about  in  the  streets  or  public  places  thereof. 
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CORPS  OF  tp:achf:rs  dec.  31,  1898. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 


NAME.  GRADE.  EDUCATED.  ELECTED 


Frank  H.  Beede,  A.  B., . . . 

. Principal 

-Yale, 

1897 

Alonzo  G.  Whitman,  A.  B.. 

, . Prin.  Emeritu' 

=!.  Bow' doin  College.  • - - 

1874 

Everett  H.  Scott,  A.  M 

. Sub.  Master. . . 

-Wesleyan  University. 

1898 

Hubert  G.  Shaw,  Ph.  D.,. 

.Science  Dept.. 

. Harvard  

1897 

Hugh  G.  Greene, 

. (’om.  Dept 

. .Vlbany  Business  Col . 

1898 

Adelina  A.  Ballou. 

. Dean  Academy. 

1887 

Harriet  C.  Fairbanks, 

.High  school,  Natick. 

1880 

Mary  J.  George, 

Assistant 

• Wakefield,  INIass.  High 
School 

1880 

Annie  C.  Merritt, 

. Assistant 

. Hanover  (Germany) . . 
Normal  School, 
Cours  Sevigne, 
Paris, 

1896 

Hattie  G.  Ricker, 

-Assistant 

. Lapham  Inst.,  R.  I... 

1884 

FRANKLIN  SCHOOL. 

Frank  L.  Titcomb.  A.  Til  - . 

. Prin.  IX 

. Brown  University 

1897 

Lydia  Mendum, 

.VIII 

-Salem  Normal  School 

1874 

Alma  J.  Guptill,. 

. VIL. 

. Girl’s  High  School,  - - 
Boston,  Mass..... 

1 

1884 

Louise  G.  White,. 

.VI 

-Salem  Normal  School 

1895 

J.  Helen  Bartholomew,  - ... 

• Boston  University  2 
years,  Salem  Nni- 
mal  1 year 

1896 

Minnie  F.  C.  Snow, 

.IV 

. High  School,  Orono, 
Me., 

1892 

Isabelle  L.  Atwood, 

.111 

. Robinson  Sem.  Exe- 
ter.  Teachers’  Train 
ing  Sch’l,  Haverhill, 

1892 

Gertrude  Stewart,. 

.11 

. High  School,  Melrose, 

1894 
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NAME. 

GRADE. 

WHERE  WHEN 

EDUCATED.  ELECTED 

Herbert  L.  Kand,  Prin.  .. 

. . IX 

. . . Bridgewater  Normal 

1898 

Mary  S.  Fellows, 

..IX 

. . . Thayer  Academy 

1897 

Martha  A.  Dodge, 

..VI 

..Salem  Normal  School 

1898 

Lois  M.  Flolmes, 

..y 

. . . Melrose  High  School 

1896 

Mary  Bayfield, 

. . I V 

. .QuincyTraining  School 

1896 

Barbara  S.  Fellows, 

..Ill 

. . . Leominster  High  Sch. 

1897 

Hattie  D.  Field, 

..II 

. . . Boston  Normal 

1891 

Mary  A.  Bailey, 

..I 

...High  School,  Miss 

Wheelock’s  Kinder- 
garten Class 

1896 

Grace  Rhodes, 

..I 

. . . Melrose  High  School, 

1896 

D.  W.  GOOCH. 

Augustus  0.  Burke,  Prin., 

,..VII,  VIII.. 

1898 

Mary  A.  Maddocks, 

..VII 

..Gorham,  Me.,  Normal 

1898 

Alice  H.  Long,  

..VI 

. . Boston  Normal  School 

1877 

Etta  J.  Call, 

. . V 

. . .High  School 

1890 

Harriet  H.  Do  we, 

..IV 

. ..Mt.  Holyoke  College 

1894 

Lucy  E.  Dermot,  

..Ill 

. . . Westfield  Normal 

1880 

Amelia  F.  Trowbridge, . . . 

. .11 

. . . Melrose  High  School 

1889 

Annie  P.  Long, 

..I 

. . .Melrose  High  School 

1894 

HORACE  MANN. 

Alice  M.  Swett,  Prin. , .... 

..VIII 

...Plymouth  N.  H., 

Normal  School 

1882 

Mary  S.  Wentworth, 

..VII 

..Wakefield,  N.  H., 

Academy 

1896 

Maud  Xickerson 

..VI 

...Boston  University... 

1897 

A.  Louise  McCormick, . . . 

..V 

. . High  School  and  Lee- 

tures  of  Wheaton 
Seminary 

1891 

Anna  W.  Atkins, 

. . IV 

..  Provincetown  High 

School 

1897 

Xellie  C.  Dempsey, 

..Ill 

. .Salem  Normal 

1891 

Alzaleen  M.  Sampson, 


II 


Farmington 
Xormal  . . 


Me.  1895 


Grace  J.  Aldrich, I Providence  High  Sch. 

Miss  Anthony’s 
Kindergarten 1897 
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MARY  A.  LIVERMORE. 


NAME.  GRADE.  EDUCATED.  ELECTED 


G.  Alvin  Grover,  Prin., 

....VIII 

Bridgewater  Normal 

1898 

Mary  S.  Bryant. 

. Blair  Presbyterial 

Academy,  N.  J 

1896 

Inez  A.  Hunt 

■ Farmington  Me.,  State 

Normal 

1898 

Lucy  E.  Sliute, 

....V 

.Pinkerton  Academy, 

Derry,  N.  H., 

189.5 

JOSEPH  WARREN. 

Alice  J.  CoflQn,  Prin . , . . 

Gorham,  Me.,  Normal 

1895 

Mary  E.  Tupper, 

... .Ill 

.Framingham  Normal 

1892 

Ruth  M.  Knowles, 

... .11 

. Mt.  Holyoke 

1895 

Margaret  E.  Grady, 

.. ..I 

.Salem  Normal 

1896 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL. 

Martha  A.  Briggs,  Prin., 

....VI 

. Edw.  Little  High  Sch. 

Auburn,  Me 

1898 

Harriet  A.  Saunders, ... 

...  .V 

. Malden  High  School . . 

1898 

Caroline  L.  Hollis, 

. .. .Ill,  II 

. Bridgewater  Normal 

1895 

Arline  Merrill, 

... .1 

.Melrose  High  School 

1894 

Grace  A.  Lynde 

.Miss  Symonds’  Kin- 

dergarten Class 

.1897 

Edith  M.  Cushing, 

. . . . “ Assistant,  Miss  Symonds’  Kin- 

dergarten  Class 

.1898 

SEWALL  SCHOOL.. 

Mary  R.  Clarke,  Prin., . . 

..  .Ill,  IV 

Franklin  Academy.  . . 

1894 

Mabelle  S.  Merrill, 

. .. .11 

.Melrose  High  School 

1897 

Cecelia  Coyle, 

. . ..I 

.Boston  Normal 

1892 

Elizabeth  J.  Freeborn.  . 

.Normal  Kindergarten 

1897 

Marion  Leslie, “ Assistant  Miss  Symonds’  Kin- 
dergarten   1897 


352 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


WINTHROP  SCHOOL. 

WHERE  WHEN 

name.  grade.  educated.  ELECTED 


Edith  S.  Dermot,  Prin., 

.••••iv 

State  Normal,  Fram- 
ingham 

1896 

Mary  Loring, 

Ill 

.Salem  Normal  School 

1897 

Grace  C.  Albee, 

II 

.Wellesley  College 

1898 

Mary  C.  Flagg, 

1 

• Framingham  Normal 

1895 

WHITTIER  SCHOOL. 

Jeanette  A.  Doane,  Prin.,.. I 

High  School,  Temple- 
ton, Mass 

1895 

Frances  B.  Jones, 

II,  III 

Normal  Training  Class 
Holyoke 

1897 

Mary  G.  Ellis, 

• Miss  Symonds’  Kin- 
dergarten Class 

1897 

Maude  E.  Brown, 

“ Assistant. 

Miss  Garland’s  Kin- 

dergarten Class. . . . 

1897 

CONVERSE  SCHOOL. 

Mary  E.  Nye,  Prin., 

.Salem  Normal  School, 

1885 

Anastatia  G.  Riley, 

11,  I 

.Salem  Normal 

1898 

RIPLEY  SCHOOL. 

Louise  Frost,  Prin., 

Ill,  IV 

• Roxbury  High  School 

1892 

Mary  Chisholm, 

I,  11 

.Salem  Normal  School 

1896 

WESTSIDE  KINDERGARTEN. 

Mabel  Price, Kindergarten.  - Miss  Symonds’ Kinder- 
garten Class 1897 

Jesse  Baker, “ Assistant.  Miss  Symonds’ Kinder- 
garten Class 1898 


SPECIAL  TEACHERS. 

1891 
1891 
1896 


Grant  Drake, Music . . . 

Willis  S.  Carter, Drawing 

A.  W.  Clark, Writing. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


Coiiiiiilttee  on  the  Erection  of  School  Buildings. 


To  the  Toivn  of  Melrose : 

At  a town  meeting  held  February  24th,  1896,  it  was  voted 
that  the  town  build  a high  schoolhouse  at  a cost  not  exceed- 
ing $100,000,  exclusive  of  the  land.  Also  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $100,000  be  appropriated  to  build  an  eight-room 
schoolhouse  at  the  Highlands,  an  eight  or  twelve-room 
schoolhouse  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town,  and  an 
eight  or  twelve-room  schoolhouse  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  the  town,  the  buildings  to  be  of  brick.  At  the  same 
meeting  it  was  voted  that  the  moderator  appoint  a com- 
mittee of  five  to  bring  in  a list  of  names  of  fifteen  citizens  to 
be  balloted  for  under  the  Australian  ballot  system,  and  that 
from  this  list  nine  citizens  shall  be  elected  who  shall,  with 
the  chairman  of  the  school  committee,  ex-ofificio,  and  the 
superintendent  of  schools,  ex-officio,  constitute  a building 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  land  and  erecting 
the  schoolhouses  as  authorized  at  this  meeting.  At  an  ad- 
journed town  meeting  held  on  Monday,  March  gth,  1896, 
the  election  took  place,  and  the  following  named  gentlemen 
were  declared  elected  : 
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Royal  P.  Barry, 
Decius  Beebe, 
Levi  S.  Gould, 


John  Larrabee, 
John  C.  Maker, 
Moses  S.  Page, 


PVancis  W.  Hunt, 


Frank  L.  Washburn, 


Clinton  White. 


With  the  above  were  associated  B.  F.  Robinson,  superin- 
tendent of  schools  ; Oliver  A.  Roberts,  chairman  of  school 
committee. 

At  the  town  meeting  held  under  date  of  February  24th, 
it  was  also  voted  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  locate 
the  high  school  building  on  the  lot  known  as  the  old 
burial  ground  on  Main  street,  and  that  the  said  committee 
be  authorized  to  purchase  the  land  adjoining  said  burial 
ground  as  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  matter  of  taking  said  land, 
and  that  the  town  treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  a sum 
not  exceeding  Si0,000  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  the 
same.  The  committee  organized  promptly  by  the  election 
of  Royal  P.  Barry  as  chairman  and  John  Larrabee  as  secre- 
tary. They  proceeded  to  inform  themselves  first  as  to  the 
needs  of  the  town,  secondly  as  to  suitable  locations,  and 
thirdly,  as  to  what  sort  of  buildings  would  be  suited  to  the 
town’s  wants.  Following  out  these  investigations  your 
committee  visited  several  school  buildings  in  process  of 
erection  in  Malden,  Medford,  Arlington,  Winchester  and 
Newton,  and  consulted  with  the  school  committees  of  other 
towns  as  to  their  own  action  under  similar  conditions.  At 
the  start  the  committee  deemed  the  appropriation  a liberal 
one,  but,  on  further  study  of  the  subject  they  found  that 
they  were  likely  to  be  handicapped  by  the  fact  that  they 
were  obliged  to  purchase  land  on  which  to  erect  the  three 
grammar  school  buildings.  It  was  evident  at  once  that 
they  could  not  contemplate  building  any  twelve  room 
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schoolhouses  and  they  voted  to  erect  three  eight  room 
schoolhouses  and,  if  possible,  to  furnish  said  schoolhouses 
with  suitable  assembly  halls.  The  question  of  location  came 
next  before  the  committee  for  decision.  The  location  of 
the  schoolhouse  at  Wyoming  was  one  easy  of  decision.  The 
committee  voted  unanimously  to  purchase  a site  on  Wyom- 
ing avenue  containing  25,544  feet.  They  afterwards  bought, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a better  entrance  to  the  rear  of 
the  building,  2,060  square  feet  of  the  Terwilleger  estate. 
The  committee  also  voted  to  purchase  a second  lot  of  land 
bounded  by  Lebanon  and  Lynde  str^^ets,  in  the  vicinity  of 
what  is  commonly  known  as  Louisburg  square  containing 
31,094  feet.  The  third  lot  of  land  purchased  gave  rise  to 
some  difference  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  committee, 
though  they  were  substantially  in  accord  as  to  locating  it  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  lot  which  was  finally  bought. 
The  lot  decided  upon  contained  21,000  feet  of  land  and  is 
located  on  the  corner  of  Franklin  and  Main  streets.  It  was 
the  desire  of  the  committee  in  each  of  these  three  cases  to 
serve  in  the  first  place  the  convenience  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, secondly,  to  select  as  far  as  possible  lots  of  land 
which  should  be  prominent,  and  noticeable,  and  where  the 
buildings  would  be  of  some  ornamental  value  to  the  town 
as  a whole.  Your  committee  feel  that  their  decisions  have 
been  on  the  whole  wise  and  they  see  no  reason  to  regret 
them.  It  was  thought  best  by  your  committee  in  selecting 
plans  and  specifications  for  these  three  buildings  to  ask  for 
a public  competition  of  architects,  as  ver)'  many  had  applied 
to  the  committee  for  the  contract.  Thirty-nine  architects 
sent  in  83  drawings,  showing  elevations  and  floor  arrange- 
ments. From  these  were  selected  by  ballot,  plans  for  the 
Wyoming  schoolhouse  drawn  by  Mr.  Lewis  A.  Dow,  a citi- 
zen of  Melrose  and  a graduate  of  its  public  schools.  The 
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plans  for  the  Lebanon  street  building  were  awarded  to  Mr. 
VV.  W.  Dimsnoor,  and  the  Highlands  building  to  Messrs.  C. 
D.  & R.  G.  McFarland,  also  residents  of  Melrose.  Having 
selected  the  plans  the  usual  advertisement  was  made  asking 
for  bids.  It  was  then  found  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
fully  complete  the  buildings  within  the  amount  appropria- 
ted and  it  was  voted  to  leave  the  halls  unfinished,  and  con- 
tracts were  made  with  Mr.  Angus  McDonald  for  building 
the  \V}’oming  schoolhouse  and  with  Messrs.  F.  G.  Coburn  & 
Co.  for  building  the  Lebanon  street  and  Franklin 
street  schoolhouses.  After  the  buildings  were  well  under 
way,  the  committee  decided  to  ask  the  town  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  completing  these  three  buildings, 
and  under  date  of  November  9,  1896,  the  towm  voted  that 
the  towm  treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
$6,000  to  be  expended  for  the  finishing  of  halls  in  school 
buildings  now’  in  process  of  construction,  and  the  grading 
of  grounds  about  said  buildings  under  the  direction  of  the 
building  committee.  With  this  additional  appropriation 
your  committee  have  been  able  to  finish  the  interior  of  the 
buildings,  to  grade  the  grounds,  build  retaining  walls  and 
to  otherw’ise  put  the  buildings  in  thorough  condition  for 
occupancy.  The  school  committee  assisted  us  by  building 
the  concrete  walks.  While  the  buildings  were  in  process  of 
construction,  and  before  any  of  them  were  ready  for  occu- 
pancy, the  old  high  school  building  was  destroyed  by  fire 
on  the  night  of  Monday,  January  25th,  1897,  but  by  pushing 
forwmrd  the  work  nearly  completed  on  the  Wyoming 
schoolhouse  it  was  made  ready  for  occupancy  in  a fort- 
night from  this  date,  and  the  high  school  took  possession 
of  the  building  on  Tuesday,  February -pth,  1897.  Tempo- 
rary arrangements  for  the  other  schools  had  to  be  made  un- 
til the  other  two  buildings  were  complete,  these  being  oc- 
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cupied  after  the  summer  vacation  of  1897.  Recurring  again 
to  the  Wyoming  building,  the  committeee  deem  it  a very 
satisfactory  schoolhouse.  The  colonial  details  are  pleasing 
to  the  eye,  it  is  compact  in  arrangement  and  especially  no- 
ticeable on  account  of  the  beautiful  hall  situated  on  the  sec- 
ond floor.  A description  of  the  building  from  the  archi- 
tect’s memoranda  will  be  found  below. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  WYOMING  SCHOOL. 

The  new  Wyoming  school  is  a red  brick  structure,  with 
freestone,  granite  and  Herea  sandstone  trimmings  which  are 
of  colonial  detail  ; with  a roof  of  dark  green  slate.  The 
building  has  a frontage  of  108  feet  on  Wyoming  avenue, 
and  an  extreme  depth  of  86  feet.  It  covers  a superficial 
area  of  7,435  square  feet.  The  main  entrance  is  on  Wyom- 
ing avenue,  between  heavy  stone  doric  columns.  There 
are  also  two  other  entrances,  one  at  each  end  of  the  build- 
ing, which  also  open  on  to  Wyoming  avenue,  used  exclu- 
sively by  the  pupils.  The  doors  of  the  main  entrance, 
(which  is  for  the  use  of  visitors),  open  into  a vestibule, 
which  connects  with  a hall  running  to  the  centre  of  the 
building,  meeting  at  right  angles  with  the  main  corridor 
which  runs  from  east  to  west  through  the  entire  length  of 
the  building,  having  the  staircases  at  each  end. 

The  interior  arrangements  are  as  complete  as  possible. 
All  up  to  date  conveniences  have  been  provided  for  pupils 
and  teachers. 

In  the  basement  are  the  boys’  recreation  room,  the  girls’ 
recreation  room,  place  for  bicycles,  janitor’s  room,  and  also 
the  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus,  which  is  of  the  direct- 
indirect  system,  coils  and  heat  flues,  being  run  by  two  50- 
horse  power  boilers. 

20 
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On  the  first  floor  are  five  class  rooms  of  regular  size,  con- 
veniently leading  from  the  before-mentioned  corridor. 

The  lavatories  are  at  each  end  of  the  corridor  in  the  stair- 
case wings. 

On  the  second  floor  are  three  class  rooms  of  regulation 
size,  and  a large  assembly  hall. 

Lavatories  at  each  end  of  corridor  as  on  first  floor. 

There  is  also  a principal’s  room  and  a girls’  retiring  room 
on  this  floor.  Each  room  is  supplied  with  ample  closets, 
book  cases  and  blackboard  spaces. 

From  the  second  floor  is  a scuttle  to  the  attic,  which 
gives  ample  room  for  the  storage  of  settees,  etc. 

LEBANON  STREET  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  plans  accepted  for  the  Lebanon  street  schoolhouse 
received  very  nearly  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  committee. 
By  reason  of  the  large  lot  of  land  which  the  committee 
were  able  to  secure  at  a very  reasonable  price,  they  were 
able  to  carry  out  in  the  erection  of  this  building  a plan 
which  commended  itself  to  them  and  which  has  been  en- 
dorsed by  other  towns  and  cities,  by  which  all  of  the  school- 
rooms are  located  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  building,  the 
oflices  and  the  sanitaries  being  located  on  the  north  side  of 
the  building.  The  situation  of  the  building  is  commanding, 
and  as  the  bricks  are  laid  up  in  white  mortar,  an  effect  is 
produced  different  from  either  of  the  other  structures. 

In  the  building  at  the  Highlands  the  architects  had  a more 
difficult  problem  inasmuch  as  the  lot  of  land  was  rather 
small,  but  they  treated  the  problem  very  cleverly  and  the 
building  is  serviceable  in  all  respects.  A technical  descrip- 
tion of  the  building  from  the  hands  of  the  architect  follows 
below : 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  FRANKLIN  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  “ Franklin  school  ” is  located  upon  a very  appropriate 
lot  for  a school  building,  the  points  of  the  compass  per- 
mitting of  a south  and  east  exposure  for  the  class  rooms, 
while  the  corridors,  staircases,  toilets,  etc.,  are  arranged 
upon  the  north  and  west. 

There  are  four  class  rooms  upon  each  of  the  first  two 
floors,  with  all  of  the  necessary  accommodations  of  the 
modern  schoolhouse. 

On  the  third  floor  is  a large,  well  lighted  assembly  hall, 
with  the  stage  and  ante-rooms  connected.  The  basement 
contains  janitor’s  room  and  play  rooms. 

The  exterior  is  a simple,  quiet  design,  fitting  in  with  sur- 
roundings in  a very  pleasing  way. 

The  walls  are  built  up  of  red  water  struck  brick  with  lime- 
stone trimmings,  copper  gutters  and  slated  roofs. 

The  heating  and  ventilating  is  accomplished  by  an  in- 
direct steam  system,  furnishing  fresh  air  to  the  rooms  and 
removing  the  vitiated  air  from  the  rooms  every  twenty 
minutes.  Large  doors  connect  the  rooms  with  the  corri- 
dors ; these,  with  the  ample  staircases,  make  the  means  of 
egress  in  case  of  fire  very  efficient. 

The  toilets  are  located  on  each  floor,  and  are  fitted  with 
every  modern  appliance.  The  interior  is  finished  in  hard 
wood.  Slate  blackboards  are  used  throughout. 

Especial  attention  has  been  paid  to  all  of  the  details  of 
this  building,  and  the  first  outcome  is  very  satisfactory. 

We  here  give  all  the  figures  connected  with  the  building 
of  these  three  schoolhouses.  As  a matter  of  fact  one  or 
two  small  bills  are  not  included  in  this  statement,  and  to 
this  extent  the  appropriation  for  these  buildings  was  slight- 
ly exceeded,  but  the  committee  took  the  liberty  of  charg- 
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ing  these  in  on  the  high  school  appropriation,  some  of  the 
expense,  notably  the  grading  of  the  Lebanon  street  lot  be- 
ing really  a joint  expense  between  the  high  school  lot  and 
the  Lebanon  street  lot. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Appropriation, ^100,000  00 

“ add’l  for  finishing  halls,  grading 

grounds,  etc., 6,000  00 


$106,000  00 

EXPENDED. 

Wyoming. 

J.  C.  Gilbert,  25,544  feet  land  ....  $5,108  80 

S.  J.  Terwilleger,  2,060  feet  land  . . . 500  00 

' Angus  McDonald,  contract,  . $24,300  00 

Extras,  ......  204  04 

^24,504  04 

F.  E.  Ellis,  grading,  etc.,  .....  612  59 

F.  J.  Cushing  & Co.,  heating  apparatus,  . . 2,350  00 

L.  A.  Dow,  architect,  ......  1,000  00 

Geo.  E.  Fogg,  janitor  services,  ....  50  00 

C.  B.  & F.  H.  Goss,  fuel,  .....  103  50 

S.  E.  Benson  & Co.,  “.....  37  50 

Malden  & Melrose  Gas  Light  Co.,  pipe  and 

labor,  ........  24  65 


$34,291  08 
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Lebanoji  Street. 


C.  L.  Sprague,  et  als,  31,094  feet  land, 

F.  G.  Coburn  & Co.,  contract,  . . $25,450 

Extras,  hall,  etc.,  ....  1,154 

$ 4,664 

— 

$26,604 

T.  Norris  & Co.,  grading  grounds,  etc.. 

C375 

F.  E.  Ellis,  filling, 

238 

A.  B.  Franklin  & Co.,  heating  apparatus,  . 

3,225 

W.  W.  Dinsmoor,  aichitect,  .... 

0 

0 

$36,606 

Highlands. 

S.  F.  Keyes,  21,000  feet  land,  . ...  $ 6,000 

F.  G.  Coburn  & Co.,  contract,  $22,450  00 

Extras,  hall,  etc.,  ....  1,055  5° 

23,505 


Burnett  & Co.,  plumbing,  .....  i,000 

F.  E.  Ellis,  grading,  ......  660 

C.  D.  & R.  G.  Macfarland,  architects,  . . 900 

Magee  Furnace  Co.,  heating  apparatus,  . . 2,697 

Ford  & Son,  stone  step,  .....  13 

Snow  & Co.,  pipe  fence,  .....  107 

A.  W.  Lynde,  labor,  ......  10 


10 

00 

63 

12 

00 

00 

85 

00 

50 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


$34,892  50 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Wyoming,  ........  $34,291  08 

Lebanon  Street,  . ...  36,606  85 

Highlands,  ...  . . . . 34,892  50 


$105,790  43 

Sundry  bills  for  examination,  titles,  surveying, 

postage,  etc., 209  57 

$106,000  00 


THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

The  location  of  this  building  had  already  been  fixed  by 
the  town’s  action,  and  it  only  remained  for  the  committee 
to  decide  the  position  which  the  building  should  occupy  on 
the  lot,  and  it  was  decided  to  place  it  facing  west  on  the 
crown  of  the  lot,  at  equal  distance  from  the  Methodist 
church  lot  on  the  north  and  the  Baptist  church  lot  on  the 
south.  Having  gained  some  wisdom  by  experience  they 
voted  to  limit  the  competition  of  architects  to  a small  num- 
ber of  experienced  men,  and  finally  selected  six  architects,, 
and  invited  these  to  send  in  elevation  and  floor  plans  for  a 
building  to  contain  certain  specified  conveniences,  such  as  a 
chemical  and  physical  laboratory,  a large  hall,  with  ample 
rooms  for  study  and  recreation,  such  as  would  be  required 
in  a school  of  about  four  hundred  pupils.  The  competition 
resulted  in  the  acceptance  of  the  plans  of  Mr.  Tristram 
Griffin  of  Malden,  and  he  was  asked  to  draw  full  working 
plans  and  specifications  for  the  new  building.  Your  com- 
mittee believed  at  first  that  it  would  be  possible  to  build 
within  the  appropriation,  and  also  to  furnish  the  building 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


363 


throughout,  but  after  some  study  of  the  proposed  plans  and 
a full  consideration  of  all  sides  of  the  question,  they  de- 
cided that  it  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the  town  to  build 
as  large  a house  as  possible,  having  in  view  the  expected 
growth  of  the  town  for  ten  or  fifteen  years  to  come,  rather 
than  to  build  a smaller  house,  which  would  have  to  be  en- 
larged at  some  near  date.  The  committee,  therefore,  asked 
Mr.  Griffin  to  somewhat  enlarge  the  original  plans.  Pend- 
ing these  steps  the  committee  put  the  grounds  in 
passable  shape  and  built  a substantial  stone  wall  along  the 
bank  of  Ell  pond  brook,  which  marks  our  eastern  boundary. 
The  cost  of  this  improvement  was  $1,319.61. 

After  the  completion  of  the  working  plans  and  specifica- 
tions they  were  carefully  gone  over  by  the  committee  in 
consultation  with  the  architect.  Some  minor  changes  were 
made  and  bids  were  asked  for  by  public  advertisement  in 
the  Melrose  and  Boston  newspapers.  The  bid  of  Frank  G. 
Coburn  & Co.,  being  the  lowest  of  all  bids  made,  was  ac- 
cepted. Prior  to  its  acceptance  the  bids  for  heating  and 
plumbing  were  received  and  awarded,  in  the  case  of  the 
heating  to  A.  B.  Franklin  & Co.,  and  in  the  plumbing  to 
William  Lumb  & Co. 

The  following  general  description  of  the  building  is  main- 
ly in  the  words  of  the  architect : 

The  building  is  a parellelogram  in  plan,  153  feet  long  and 
67  feet  and  8 inches  wide,  with  a 163^  foot  projecting  wing 
at  each  end  on  the  front,  33  feet  and  2 inches  wide,  and  a 
5-foot  central  projection  on  the  rear  62  feet  8 inches  long. 
It  is  three  full  stories  high,  above  the  basement,  and  finished 
with  a hip  roof.  The  top  of  the  first  floor  is  6 feet  above 
the  grade  of  the  lawn  on  front  and  ends  of  the  building,  and 
9 feet  on  the  rear. 

The  basement  above  grade  and  the  first  story  to  top  of 
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second  floor  are  built  of  rock-faced  Braintree  pink  granite, 
backed  up  with  brick.  The  walls  above  and  the  exposed 
chimneys  are  faced  with  buff  brick,  with  Braintree  pink 
granite  trimmings.  The  main  cornices  and  ridges  are  of 
heavy  copper,  and  the  roof  is  covered  with  best  Brownville, 
Maine,  slates. 


HEATING  AND  VENTILATING. 

The  building  is  heated  by  the  Plenum  (or  Fan)  system, 
supplemented  by  a gravity  system  for  use  when  the  build- 
ing is  not  occupied,  or  for  mild  weather  in  the  spring  or  fall, 
when  the  full  force  of  the  plant  is  not  needed.  It  was  laid 
out  and  constructed  by  A.  B.  Franklin  & Co.,  and  with  the 
system  of  heated  ventilating  flues  it  is  fully  up  to  the  re- 
quirements of  state  laws. 


PLUMBING. 

Separate  sanitary  conveniences  for  boys  and  girls  are  ar- 
ranged in  the  basement  and  on  the  first  and  second  floors  of 
the  building.  These  are  thoroughly  fitted  with  all  sanitary 
requirements.  They  are  both  water  and  fire  proof  and  are 
properly  heated  and  ventilated. 


BASEMENT. 

In  the  rear  centre  of  the  basement  is  located  the  boiler, 
engine  and  fan  rooms,  the  first  being  15  feet  in  the  clear,  the 
rest  of  the  basement  being  ii  feet,  6 inches,  in  the  clear. 
The  coal-bin  is  in  the  boiler  room,  and  has  a capacity  of 
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about  1 10  tons.  The  boiler  room  has  an  outside  door.  In 
the  front  centre  of  the  basement  is  situated  an  enclosed  lunch 
counter  with  lunch  rooms  on  either  side,  one  for  boys  and 
one  for  girls.  These  centre  rooms  divide  the  basement  into 
two  parts.  On  the  boys’  side  is  located  the  supply  room, 
janitor’s  room  and  a large  room  for  bicycles  and  gymnasium 
exercises.  On  the  girls’  side  the  entire  space  is  reserved 
for  gymnasium  exercises. 


FIRST  STORY. 

The  front  central  entrance  is  12  feet  wide,  arranged  with 
porch  and  vestibule,  the  former  of  stone  and  buff  brick,  the 
latter  with  marble  steps,  and  marble,  and  quartered  oak 
dado.  This  central  entrance  intersects  a corridor  ii  feet 
wide  running  the  entire  length  of  the  building,  with  entran- 
ces, ( with  vestibule  and  porch,)  at  each  end.  From  this 
long  corridor  on  the  rear  centre  of  the  building  are  located 
two  schoolrooms,  26  feet  6 inches  wide  by  31  feet  6 inches 
long  with  open  cloak  rooms  between  them  and  the  corridor. 
In  the  two  rear  corners  of  the  building  are  located  two 
schoolrooms,  26  feet  6 inches  by  34  feet  6 inches,  with 
double-closed  cloak  rooms  between  them  and  the  corridor. 
In  the  two  projecting  wings  at  the  front  corners  of  the 
building  are  located  two  schoolrooms  27  feet  by  30  feet 
with  cloak  rooms,  the  one  located  in  the  northwest  corner  is 
temporarily  used  for  a school  committee  room.  In  the  front 
centre  of  the  building  and  to  the  right  of  the  central  entrance 
is  located  a recitation  room  18  feet  by  23  feet,  and  on  the  left 
of  the  main  entrance  is  located  a waiting  room  ii  feet  by  18 
feet,  and  to  the  left  of  this  waiting  room  is  located  a princi- 
pal’s room  and  toilet.  Two  flights  of  iron  stairs  6 feet,  wide 
lead  to  the  second  story.  The  plan  of  this  floor  is  like  the 
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first  floor,  with  this  exception  : On  the  front  centre  of  the 
building  and  over  the  waiting  room,  front  entrance  and  reci- 
tation room  on  the  first  floor,  are  the  library  and  reading 
rooms.  The  two  rear  centre  schoolrooms  on  this  floor  are 
connected  by  large,  double,  sliding  doors.  From  this  floor 
the  iron  staircases  continue  to  the  third  floor. 


THIRD  FLOOR. 

The  front  centre  of  the  building  on  this  floor  is  taken  up 
by  an  assembly  hall  42  feet  wide,  62  feet  long,  and  24  feet 
6 inches  high  in  the  clear.  Back  of  this  hall,  beyond  the 
stage  and  on  the  rear  centre  of  the  building,  is  the  lecture 
room,  18  feet  wide,  37  feet  long,  and  24  feet  6 inches  high 
in  the  clear.  Large  sliding  doors  connect  this  room  with 
the  large  hall  across  the  stage.  To  the  right  and  left  of  the 
lecture  room,  and  between  it  and  the  chemical  and  physical 
laboratories,  which  are  located  on  the  two  rear  corners  of 
the  building,  are  four  small  rooms  used  for  storage  of 
chemicals,  etc.  Over  these  rooms,  and  reached  by  flights 
of  stairs,  are  two  small  rooms,  to  be  used  for  similar  pur- 
poses. 

The  chemical  and  physical  laboratories  are  26  feet  6 
inches  by  34  feet  6 inches  and  14  feet  high  in  the  clear. 
These  rooms  are  fitted  with  all  modern  conveniences  in  the 
way  of  fixtures  and  furniture,  and  are  properly  plumbed  and 
ventilated.  On  the  front  of  the  building  are  located  two 
rooms,  one  at  each  end  of  the  building,  23  feet  by  25  feet. 
These  rooms  were  planned  for  the  study  of  the  natural 
sciences.  The  first  and  second  stories  of  the  building  are 
finished  and  dadoed  in  quartered  oak,  the  third  story  in  ash 
and  pine  painted.  The  walls  of  all  rooms  and  corridors 
throughout  the  building  are  painted  in  oil,  and  the  ceilings 
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tinted  in  water  color.  The  rooms  throughout  the  building 
are  thoroughly  equipped  with  electric  clocks  and  tele- 
phones, and  the  temperature  is  controlled  by  the  Powers’ 
Automatic  Regulator. 

The  building,  though  not  quite  completed,  was  dedicated 
on  Saturday,  Sept.  17th,  1898,  at  three  o’clock  p.  m.,  with 
the  following  order  of  exercises  : 

Song,  “ Artillerist’s  Oath,”  . . Wyoming  Chorus 

Reading  of  the  Scriptures,  . . Rev.  Thos.  Sims,  D.  D. 

Song,  ” Image  of  the  Rose,”  . . Wyoming  Chorus 

Address,  . . Mr.  Royal  P.  Barry,  Chairman  Building  Com. 

Delivery  of  Keys  to  Chairman  of  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Address, Mr.  Sidney  H.  Buttrick 

Delivery  of  Keys  to  Chairman  of  School  Committee. 
Dedicatory  Hymn,  ” Esto  Perpetua,”  Words  by  Mr.  F.  D.  Thatcher 
Prayer  of  Dedication,  . . . Rev.  E.  C.  Bolles,  D.  D. 

Address,  . . Mr.  Oliver  A.  Roberts,  Chairman  School  Com. 

Hymn,  “America,”  ....  Chorus  and  Audience 

Music  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Grant  Drake. 

With  the  completion  of  the  building  came  the  question  of 
grading  the  grounds,  and  the  committee  believing  the  town 
desired  the  work  properly  done,  asked  and  obtained  a further 
appropriation  of  S3, 000.  This  was  spent  according  to  plans 
by  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Gay,  landscape 
architect.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  financial  re- 
port that  the  cost  exceeded  somewhat  the  appropriation, 
due  partly  to  the  construction  of  the  sidewalk  and  partly  to 
the  granite  work  which  exceeded  a little  our  estimates; 
The  cost  of  the  flag  staff  was  assumed  by  the  school  com- 
mittee. The  beautiful  flag  is  the  gift  of  Mr.  Jerome  Hil- 
bourn.  The  furnishing  of  the  building  was  done  under  the 
direction  of  the  school  committee  and  out  of  their  appro- 
priation. We  append  a statement  of  the  appropriation  and 
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the  expenditures  prepared  by  Mr.  Larrabee.  At  the  present 
moment  there  is  an  unexpended  balance  of  Si 32.69,  but 
there  are  several  small  unsettled  accounts,  and  whether  the 
final  expenditures  will  fall  slightly  short  of  the  appropria- 
tions or  slightly  exceed  the  same  your  committee  cannot  at 
this  moment  definitely  state.  A supplementary  report  will 
be  rendered  to  the  next  town  meeting. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Appropriation, 

Grading, 


Si 00,000  00 
3,000  00 


Receipts,  ..... 
Sale  of  old  fence, 

School  app’n.  expense  of  flagstaff. 


$7  00 

231  05  238  05 


$103,000  00 


$103,238  05 


EXPENDED. 


Building. 


F.  G.  Coburn  & Co.,  contract,  . $76,871  00 

Less  allowance  for  hardware. 


electric  work,  etc.. 


2,375  00 


Extras,  . 


$74,496  00 

387  31 


Amount  carried  forward, 


i^74,883  3 
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Amount  brought  forzvard, 

Albert  B.  Franklin,  contract,  heat- 

S74.883  31 

ing  and  ventilating,  . 

$8,287  00 

Shaking  grates,  ... 

225  00 

Powers  system  regulators. 

1,200  00 

9,712  00 

PAtras,  ...... 

339  91 

$10,051  91 

William  Lumb  & Co.,  plumbing,  . 

§3,475  00 

P^xtras,  ...... 

65  00 

Blodgett  Bros.  & Co.,  electric 

— 

3,540  00 

clocks  and  telephones. 

$740  00 

Extras,  ...... 

10  95 

H.  PI.  Hunt,  electrical  work  con- 

— 

750  95 

tract,  ...... 

S704  50 

Extras,  ...... 

86  34 

790  84 

G.  M.  Tutts,  finishing  laboratory, 

$1,600  00 

PCxtras,  ...... 

55 

Edward  E.  Babb  & Co.,  black- 

— 

i,6ii  55 

boards,  etc.,  .... 

730  88 

Burdett  & Williams,  hardware. 

547  54 

M.  D.  Jones  & Co.,  lamp  pillars,  . 

136  00 

Lahy  Bros.,  stone  steps, 

Malden  8z;  Melrose  Gas  Light  Co., 

42  00 

supply  and  connection. 

76  88 

Amount  carried  forward^ 

$93,161  86 
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Amou7it  brought  forward, 

893,161 

86 

Town  of  Melrose,  water  depart- 

ment,  ...... 

$21 

71 

Sewer  department, 

63 

30 

— 

85 

01 

Chelmsford  Foundry  Co.,  iron 

work,  ..... 

. 96 

62 

George  H.  Davis,  Jr.,  lift, 

68 

60 

Tristram  Griffin,  architect,  ser- 

vices,  ...... 

0 

0 

vn 

'4' 

00 

Grading  of  grounds,  retaining  wall,  filli 

ng  and 

grading  grounds  in  rear  of  building 

C3I9 

61 

F.  E.  Ellis,  grading  and  furnishing 

granite 

curbing,  contract,  . . .$2 

,741 

00 

Extras,  ...... 

45 

40 

2,786 

40 

W.  VV.  Gay,  landscape  architect,  plans. 

super- 

vision,  shrubs  and  plants  furnished, 

350 

00 

W.  C.  Stevens,  surveying,  . 

00 

'Vj 

00 

John  H.  Larrabee,  “ ... 

54 

00 

141 

00 

Bay  State  Brick  Co.,  sidewalk  bricks. 

, 

192 

00 

Geo.  Lawley  & Sons,  Corp.,  flag  staff. 

210 

00 

Cement  and  labor  for  flag  staff. 

21 

05 

231 

05 

Sundries,  small  bills,  .... 

173 

21 

$103,105 

36 

Balance  unexpended. 

132 

69 

$103,238 
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In  conclusion  the  committee  desire  to  say  that  in  look- 
ing back  over  the  time  spent  in  the  work,  which  has  con- 
sumed the  greater  part  of  three  years,  they  are  not  aware 
that  any  serious  error  has  been  committed,  either  in  the  lo- 
cation of  the  buildings  or  in  the  construction  thereof.  No 
money  has  been  wasted,  and  all  the  contractors,  so  far  as 
the  committee  are  able  to  report  at  the  present  time,  have 
done  their  work  faithfull}'. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROYAL  P.  BARRY, 

JOHN  larrabp:e, 
CLINTON  WHITE, 
OLIVER  A.  ROBERTS, 

E.  W.  HUNT, 

FRANK  L.  WASHBURN, 
DECIUS  BEEBE, 

J.  C.  MAKER, 

MOSES  S.  PAGE. 


KEI'OIIT  or  TUt  PARK  COMMISSIIINEKS. 


The  park  commissioners  have  expended  $300  during  the 
year  in  the  care  of  the  public  grounds  under  the  control  of 
the  board.  The  particular  expenditures  have  been  on  the 
old  high  school  grounds,  at  the  corner  of  Emerson  street 
and  Lake  avenue  ; on  the  new  work  at  the  junction  of  Per- 
kins and  Vinton  streets,  and  in  the  general  care  of  the 
various  plots  of  ground  in  the  care  of  the  board. 

The  town  voted  to  place  in  care  of  the  board  the  old  high 
school  lot  on  Pmierson  street.  The  old  cellar  has  been 
filled  and  the  grounds  grassed  over.  Here  is  a prominent 
and  beautiful  lot  to  be  ornamented  and  cared  for  by  the 
town,  to  add  to  the  beauty  of  that  central  section  of  Mel- 
rose. 

In  front  of  the  D.  W.  Gooch  school,  a small  square  has 
been  enclosed  with  granite. 

The  board  has  been  at  great  care  in  the  preparation  for 
the  taking  of  the  land  on  the  north  of  Ell  pond,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  vote  of  the  town.  This  taking  will  be  re- 
ported to  the  town  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March.  It  is 
the  desire  of  the  board  to  complete  this  taking  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 

The  Metropolitan  park  commission  is  investigating  the 
subject  of  a boulevard  or  parkway  from  the  Fells  to  the 
Lynn  woods.  Their  report  and  recommendation  in  the  mat- 
ter will  be  made  to  the  legislature  in  March. 

The  Melrose  common  needs  a generous  appropriation  to 
make  it  the  fine  public  recreation  place  it  ought  to  be. 

C.  H.  ADAMS, 

MAURICE  G.  COCHRANE, 
WILLIS  C.  GOSS, 

Park  Commissioners. 


8EP0IIT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


There  have  been  aided  by  this  department  during  the 
year,  287  persons,  a decrease  of  52  from  the  previous  year. 
Of  this  number,  98  adults  and  151  children  received  tem- 
porary aid,  18  were  fully  supported,  and  20  insane  persons. 
Of  the  insane,  the  expense  of  the  support  of  four  is  refunded 
to  the  town  ; and  of  those  receiving  aid,  25  have  settle- 
ments elsewhere,  and  27  are  state  poor.  There  was  a very 
pressing  demand  upon  the  department  the  first  four  months 
of  the  year,  more  aid  being  asked  during  that  time  than  for 
the  rest  of  the  year.  This  was  owing,  in  a large  measure,  to 
the  very  cold  ancf  backward  spring,  there  being  a lack  of 
work  for  our  laboring  classes,  and  the  cold  weather  neces- 
sitating more  fuel  than  usual.  The  system  adopted  by  the 
board,  of  having  applicants  for  aid  come  to  the  town  hall 
on  Friday  evenings  of  each  week  for  orders,  excepting  in 
cases  of  urgent  necessity,  has  been  of  great  benefit.  Also 
the  rule  adopted,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  grant  aid  only  to 
the  parents  and  not  to  their  children.  The  habit  that  our 
poor  had  practised  in  sending  children  for  their  orders  in- 
stead of  coming  themselves  was  a very  pernicious  one,  as 
it  would  be  apt  to  give  the  child  an  idea  that  all  that  was 
necessary  when  he  was  in  need  of  anything  was  to  apply  to 
the  authorities  and  his  requests  would  be  granted.  It  was 
detrimental  to  the  growth  of  the  child’s  independence  and 
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self-reliance.  It  is  a curious  fact,  but  nevertheless  true, 
that  pauperism  seems  to  be  like  a 'disease,  and  is  trans- 
mitted from  generation  to  generation.  We  are  supporting 
today  children  whose  parents  and  grandparents  were  sup- 
ported before  them.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  to  prevent  poverty  as  well  as  cure  it. 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  town, 
an  almshouse  has  been  established  at  the  Pratt  farm,  of 
which  we  will  make  a separate  report.  The  Melrose  hos- 
pital has  been  of  great  assistance,  as  in  other  years,  and  we 
desire  officially  to  commend  its  management  and  the  prompt 
and  beneficial  aid  that  has  been  rendered. 


PRATT  FARM. 


At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  March,  it  was  voted, 
“ That  the  town  authorize  the  cemetery  committee  to 
transfer  the  Pratt  farmhouse  (so  called)  with  such  portion 
of  land  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  for  the  nse'of  an  almshouse, 
to  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  they  be  empowered  to  es- 
tablish said  Pratt  farmhouse  as  an  almshouse.”  As  soon  as 
practicable  after  the  passage  of  this  vote  the  necessar\' 
steps  were  taken  to  put  the  building  in  proper  repair  for  the 
accommodation  of  its  inmates.  No  work  was  done  on  the 
outside  of  the  building,  but  the  interior  was  cleaned 
throughout,  the  walls  newly  papered,  ceilings  whitened, 
woodwork  painted,  new  floor  laid  in  the  dining  room,  and 
what  was  formerly  the  shed,  transformed  into  a kitchen, 
two  bath  rooms  added  and  hot  and  cold  water,  with-  set 
tubs  in  fact  the  interior  was  made  entirely  new  and  con- 
venient, the  expense  of  these  repairs  being  $729.41. 
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Wm.  Burns,  carpentering,  .... 
F.  J.  Story,  painting,  ..... 
J.  P.  Deering  & Co.,  lumber,  .... 
Melrose  Hardware  Co.,  papering,  paints,  etc.. 
Lane  Bros.,  mason  work,  .... 
F.  A.  Jackson,  plumbing,  ... 

J.  F.  Cobb,  superintending,  .... 
Sundries,  ....... 


S87  31 
94  25 
82  07 
106  09 
57  05 
270  00 
27  00 

5 64 


$729  41 

In  the  early  part  of  the  winter  the  question  of  heating 
the  premises  was  a source  of  considerable  discussion,  as  to 
the  proper  method.  Stoves  and  the  open  fireplaces  were 
used  for  a time.  At  last  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  board  that  a system  of  hot  water  heating  would  be  the 
most  economical  and  satisfactory,  and  a contract  was  made 
with  Brock  Brothers  to  put  in  a good  plant  at  a cost  of 
S425.  This  will  have  to  be  met  out  of  the  next  year’s 
appropriation. 

The  cost  of  running  the  farm  for  the  seven  months  it  has 
been  in  operation  has  been  $851.85.  We  were  fortunate  in 
being  able  to  find  among  our  own  citizens  a capable  matron 
and  warden  to  manage  the  farm,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Bonett. 
Mrs.  Bonett  was  appointed  matron  and  Mr.  Bonett,  warden, 
at  a salary  of  $300  per  annum,  and  their  living  expenses, 
Mrs.  Bonett  has  proven  a capable,  judicious  and  kindly 
woman,  and  Mr.  Bonett  has  the  advantage  of  being  brought 
up  as  a farmer,  so  that  the  work  of  both  the  house  and  the 
farm  has  been  done  in  a satisfactory  manner.  We  have  at 
present  six  inmates,  three  males  and  three  females,  besides 
an  infant,  who  is  there  temporarily  awaiting  action  of  the 
court.  During  the  year  there  have  been  eight  aided  at  the 
farm,  one  having  died  and  one  leaving  to  be  supported  by 
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her  family.  It  is  impossible  to  jud^e  at  this  time  correctly 
of  the  expense  of  maintaining  our  poor  at  the  farm,  as  it  is 
only  for  a portion  of  the  year  that  we  have  been  able  to  do 
so,  but  we  are  convinced  that  it  is  no  experiment,  and  that 
it  will  prove  a blessing  and  a comfort  to  those  of  our  poor 
who  are  entirely  destitute,  and  that  it  is  a humane  and  eco- 
nomical method  for  the  town  to  employ  in  alleviating  their 
distress.  It  has  served  in  some  instances  to  deter  people  from 
asking  aid  of  the  town,  for  the  objection  they  have  of  being 
cared  for  in  an  institution,  and  it  was  noticeable  in  the  few  ap- 
plications we  had  for  aid,  after  the  farm  was  established  and 
ready  for  inmates.  It  is  not  the  intention  or  the  wish  of 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  place  any  person  at  the  Pratt 
farm,  excepting  those  who  are  old,  decrepit  or  sick,  and 
have  no  one  to  help  them,  or  who  have  no  prospects  of  ever 
being  able  to  be  self-supporting.  No  children  or  families 
will  be  received,  excepting  temporarily.  There  appears  to 
be  in  the  minds  of  a majority  of  those  seeking  aid  that  the 
Pratt  farm  is  a poorhouse,  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  a disgrace 
and  a calamity  to  be  obliged  to  go  there  for  assistance. 
They  do  not  consider  that  the  disgrace,  if  any  there  is  (and 
we,  in  our  experience,  do  not  admu  that  it  is  a disgrace  to 
be  poor  and  needy,  unless  brought  on  by  intemperance  and 
improvidence),  is  when  they  first  apply  for  aid.  The  town 
has  now  provided  a suitable  place  for  the  aged,  poor  and 
suffering,  and  it  is  a duty  that  every  citizen  owes  to  the 
community  to  do  their  part  in  encouraging  those  who  re- 
ceive aid  to  become  inmates  of  this  farm,  that  they  may  be 
well  housed,  warmed  and  fed,  nursed  and  taken  care  of 
when  sick,  rather  than  to  contribute  toward  their  support 
and  endeavoring  to  influence  and  coerce  the  overseers  to 
take  care  of  them  in  places  where  they  cannot  be  comfort- 
able or  decently  cared  for. 
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Our  citizens  are  cordially  invited  to  visit  the  farm  and  see 
for  themselves  the  comfort  and  homelike  manner  in  which 
the  inmates  are  treated. 

The  cost  of  running  the  farm  for  the  seven  months  it  has 
been  in  operation  has  been  $851.85. 

There  has  been  delivered  from  the  farm  70 

barrels  of  wood,  at  30  cents,  ....  $21  00 

Receipts  from  sale  of  produce  and  milk,  . . 94  35 

Si  1 5 35 

Making  a net  cost  for  seven  months  of  . . 736  50 

$851  85 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 
THOMAS  W.  RIPLEY, 
MATILDA  E.  STANTIAL, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
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To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Melrost,  in  the  Coimty 
of  Middlesex  : GREETING. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Melrose,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  da}'  of  March, 
A.  D.  1899,  at  6 o’clock  a.  m.,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the 
following  articles,  viz.  : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a moderator. 

2.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  town  ofificers  ; and  in 
answer  to  the  question  “ Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?”  All  ballots  are 
to  be  furnished  by  the  town,  and  will  be  distributed  at  the 
polls  by  ofificers  duh'  appointed  in  accordance  with  provis- 
ions of  laws  accepted  b}’  the  town.  Polls  to  be  open  until 
5.3c  p.  m. 

3.  To  choose  ail  other  town  officers  deemed  necessary, 
as  required  by  law. 

4.  To  authorize  the  town  treasurer  to  borrow  money, 
with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 

5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer  to  hire 
money,  with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  for  the  purpose 
of  renewing,  replacing,  or  the  payment  of  any  loan  or  loans 
now  existing. 
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6.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  report  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee, appointed  at  meeting,  December  12,  1898. 

7.  To  determine  the  amount  of  money  to  be  raised  and 
appropriated  to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year 
and  for  the  payment  of  the  town  debt. 

8.  To  fix  the  compensation  of  all  officers  and  committees 
elected  and  appointed  by  the  town. 

9.  To  determine  the  method  by  which  the  taxes  for  the 
year  shall  be  collected. 

10.  To  see  if  the  town  vvill  vote  to  raise  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars  {$200)  for  keeping  in  repair  and  decorating 
the  graves  of  the  soldiers  on  Memorial  Day. 

11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  a sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  for  the  purpose 
of  employing  counsel,  who  shall  serve  as  attorney  for  the 
town,  and  furnish  legal  advice  to  the  several  officers  and  de- 
partments when  required. 

12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  the  expense  of 
furnishing  bonds  for  the  treasurer,  collector  of  taxes,  or  any 
other  town  officers,  and  raise  or  appropriate  money  for  the 
same. 

13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500),  for  the  purpose  of  contracting 
with  the  Melrose  hospital  for  the  reception,  care  and  treat- 
ment of  persons  who,  by  misfortune  or  poverty,  require  re- 
lief during  temporary  illness. 

14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  ($30,000)  from  the  income  of  the  water 
works,  for  the  expense  of  maintenance,  operation  and  con- 
struction of  new  works,  as  required  by  Section  20,  Chapter 
488,  of  the  acts  of  1895.  On  petition  of  water  commission- 
ers. 

15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  money 
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for  the  permanent  improvement  of  Wyoming  cemetery. 
By  request  of  the  cemetery  committee. 

16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  sewer  commis- 
sioners to  expend  a sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars (^10,000),  for  the  construction  and  extension  of  sewers, 
to  be  paid  from  the  sums  received  from  assessments  as 
authorized  by  law.  By  request  of  the  sewer  commissioners. 

17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  locate  fire  alarm 

boxes  at  the  corner  of  Melrose  and  Ashland  streets,  and  the 
corner  of  Main  street  and  Boardman  avenue,  and  to  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  (S300),  to  defray 
the  expense  of  same.  On  petition  of  Charles  N.  Fowler 
and  others. 

18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  locate  a fire  alarm 

box  at  the  corner  of  Larrabee  and  Grove  streets  and  appro- 

priate money  for  the  same.  On  petition  of  F.  V.  Dempsey 
and  others. 

19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  repair  Third  street,  from 

Sixth  street  to  Waverly  avenue,  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  (S500)  for  the  same.  On  petition  of 
F.  V.  Dempsey  and  others. 

20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  (^1,200)  for  horse  and  driver 
for  Hose  4. 

21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300),  to  put  South  and  North 
High  streets  in  a proper  condition.  On  petition  of  Henry 
W.  Clark  and  others. 

22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars  ($300),  for  improvement  on  street  and  side- 
walks on  Mystic  avenue.  On  petition  of  F.  A.  Pratt  and 
others. 

23.  To  see  if  the  towm  will  vote  to  grade  and  repair  Mt. 
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Vernon  street,  at  its  junction  with  Brown  street,  and  appro- 
priate five  hundred  dollars  ($500),  for  the  same. 

24.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  regarding  the 
surplus  of  the  water  board  for  the  year  1898.  On  petition 
of  the  water  commissioners. 

25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  amend  the  by  laws,  so  that 
the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  shall  be  paid  a salary  for 
his  services,  and  pass  any  other  vote  deemed  necessary  in 
connection  therewith.  On  petition  of  Chase  C.  Worthen 
and  others. 

26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  direct  that  such  part  of  the 
high  school  building  as  is  not  required  for  high  school  pur- 
poses shall  be  used  for  scholars  in  the  ninth  grade  in  the 
public  schools,  or  take  any  action  relating  thereto.  On  pe- 
tition of  Frank  W.  Foster  and  others. 

27.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept,  and  allow  the  taking 
by  the  board  of  park  commissioners  of  certain  lands  north 
of  Ell  pond  for  the  locating  and  laying  out  of  a public  park, 
as  shown  in  taking  and  plan  duly  filed  with  the  town  clerk. 

28.  To  see  if  the  town  will  instruct  the  assessors  to  pre- 
pare and  print  for  the  use  of  voters  a complete  list  of  valua- 
tions of  real  and  personal  property  for  1899,  together  with 
the  poll  tax  list,  and  will  appropriate  three  hundred  dollars 
(§300,  ) or  whatever  may  be  necessary  therefor.  By  request 
of  the  finance  committee. 

29.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  or  appropriate  the  sum 
of  three  thousand  dollars  (^3,000)  for  the  purpose  of  widen- 
ing and  grading  Swain’s  Pond  avenue  from  Grove  street  to 
the  Malden  line,  on  the  petition  of  J.  Hermon  Prentiss  and 
others. 

30.  To  see  if  the  town  will  build  a fire  station  in  the 
southwesterly  portion  of  the  town,  west  of  the  Boston 
and  Maine  railroad,  and  purchase  land  if  necessary,  and 
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raise  or  appropriate  money  for  the  same.  On  petition  of 
J.  H.  Hamlin  and  others. 

31.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  following  streets 
as  laid  out  by  the  selectmen. 

( I ) An  extension  of  Richardson  road,  running  from 
Ashland  street  southerly  and  southwesterly  to  Alpine  street. 

(2)  Street  running  from  Richardson  road  northerly  to 
Wakefield  line,  to  be  called  Renwick  road. 

32.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  reports  of  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  for  the  transaction  of  any  other  busi- 
ness which  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  at  the  town  hall,  each  of  the  post 
offices  and  depots  in  the  town,  not  less  than  seven  days  be- 
fore the  day  appointed  for  said  meeting,  and  by  leaving 
printed  copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  dwellings  of  the  legal 
voters  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-first  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

SIDNEY  H.  BUTTRICK, 
EUGENE  H.  MOORE, 
JONATHAN  C.  HOWES. 
SIDNEY  D.  FARRAR, 

L.  FRANK  HINCKLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Melrose. 


A true  copy.  Attest  : 

WILLIAM  L.  PIERCE,  Constable. 


